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The SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNEROG SHIRE
COUNCIL

Royal Commission:, Petition

MRS WATKINS (Joondalup) [2.18 p.m.]: I
have from residents of Western Australia a pet-
ition which bears 142 signatures and which reads
as follows-

To the H-onourable Speaker and Members
of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled.

We, the undersigned citizens of Western
Australia, being ratepayers and residents of
the Shire of Wanneroo request an urgent
Royal Commission to enquire into the actions
of the Wanneroo Shire Council in respect to
the administration of the Shire of Wanneroo
Town Planning Development Schemes and its
general acquisition and sale of land since
1970.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly and I have certified ac-
cordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 20.)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNEROO SHIRE
COUNCIL

Royal Commission: Petition

MRS BEGGS (Whitford) [2.19 p.m.]: I have a
petition which is exactly the same as the one
presented by the member for Joondalup. It bears
162 signatures and conforms to the Standing Or-
ders of the Legislative Assembly, and I have certi-
fled accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 2 1.)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNEROO SHIRE
COUNCIL

Royal Commission: Petition
MR CRANE (Moore) (2.20 p.m.]: I have a

petition couched in terms similar to those of the
two petitions which have just been presented. It
bears 161 signatures, and conforms to the Stand-
ing Orders of the Legislative Assembly, and I have
certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 22.)

PORNOGRAPHY: VIDEO FILMS

Banning: Petition
MR TREiTHOWAN (East Melville) [2.21

p.m.]: I have a petition, bearing 126 signatures,
similar to the petitions previously presented to the
House requesting that the Parliament not legalise
X-rated video material.

I certify that the petition conforms to the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 23.)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS

Opposition: Petition
MR McIVER (Avon-Minister for Lands and

Surveys) [2.22 p.m.]: I have a petition, which con-
tains 53 signatures, from residents of the
Brookton-York district, and which states-

TO: The Honourable the Speaker and
Honourable members of the Legislative As-
sembly of the Parliament of Western
Australia in Parliament Assembled.

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, firmly be-
lieve all Australians should have equal rights
to acquire and to own land. We express our
opposition to any special land rights for Abor-
igines. We are concerned that special land
rights granted to Aborigines in Western
Australia will-
(1) SEGREGATE WESTERN AUIST-

RALIA into black and white territories
and communities,

(2) CREATE DIVISIONS in society
through the granting of special land
rights on racial grounds to one racial
group.

(3) BE DESTRUCTIVE of the Australian
tradition that each Australian shall be
equal before the law.
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(4) DAMAGE THE ECONOMY of West-
ern Australia,

I certify that the petition conforms to the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 24.)

PORNOGRAPHY: VIDEO FILMS

Banning: Petition
MRS BEGGS (Whitford) [2.23 p.m.]: I have a

further petition bearing 16 signatures addressed to
the Speaker and members of the Legislative As-
sembly stating-

We, the undersigned plead that because it
will cause serious harm to the community the
Parliament will not legalise the sale, hire or
supply of any video tape, video disc, slide or
any other recording from a visual image
which can be produced, which portrays scenes
of explicit sexual relations showing genitalia
detail; acts of violence and sex; sexual perver-
sion such as sodomy; mutilation; child por-
nography; coprophilia; bestiality or the use
and effect of illicit drug taking.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

I certify that the petition conforms to the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 25.)

BILLS (7):- INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Audit Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Tonkin

(Leader of the House), and read a first
time.

2. Herd Improvement Service Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Evans

(Minister for Agriculture), and read a
first time.

3. Rural Housing (Assistance) Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Wilson
(Minister for Housing), and read a first
time.

4. Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority
Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Wilson
(Minister with special responsibility for
Aboriginal Affairs), and read a first
time.

5. Credit Unions Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Wilson

(Minister for Housing), and read a first
time.

6. Plant Diseases Amendment Bill.
7. Metropolitan Market Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Evans
(Minister for Agriculture), and read a
first time.

LAPSED BILLS: RESTORATION TO NOTICE
PAPER

Council's Message: Consideration
MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Leader- of the

House) [2.26 p.m.]: I move-
That as requested by the Legislative Coun-

cil in Message No. I this House resumes the
consideration of the Bills enumerated therein;
and that accordingly the "Justices Amend-
ment Bill 1984", the "Parole Order
(Transfer) Bill 1984", the "Fatal Accidents
Amendment Bill 1984", the "Public Trustee
Amendment Bill 1984", the "Legal Prac-
titioners Amendment Bill 1984" and the
"Legal Aid Commission Amendment Bill
1984", be restored to the Notice Paper at the
stages which they reached in the previous
session of Parliament.

Question put and passed.

STOCK DISEASES (REGULATIONS)
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR EVANS (Warren-Minister

Agriculture) 12.30 p.m.j: I move-
for

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Stock Diseases (Regulations) Act regulates
the prevention, eradication, and control of live-
stock diseases in this State.

This proposed amendment seeks to amend the
Act to enable proclaimed diseases to be prevented
from spreading, or to less enable them to be
eradicated in livestock which are on Crown land.

The immediate application of the new legis-
lation will be in the tuberculosis eradication cam-
paign.

This State has, since 1970, participated in a
national programme to eradicate tuberculosis and
brucellosis. The programme has progressed to the
stage where only northern pastoral areas of the
State remain infected with tuberculosis, and atten-
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tion is now being directed towards eradication in
the north-west and Kimberley areas, in which sig-
nificant numbers of cattle have strayed onto and
established themselves on Crown land. Eradi-
cation procedures require that these cattle be
mustered and tested for disease. Neighbouring
lessees may assist by mustering parts or' these
areas, but some are unable or reluctant to under-
take the full-scale mustering essential for disease
eradication.

It is, therefore, necessary for these cattle to
come under the control of the Crown. No power
currently exists for the Government to muster,
treat, or dispose of stock running on Crown land,
with the single exception of specific powers under
the Ord River Damn Catchment Area (Straying
Cattle) Act.

The proposed legislation will entail the procla-
mation of a particular area, and time will be al-
lowed to enable surrounding landholders to carry
out what mustering they wish.

The remaining stock will become the property
of the Crown, to be disposed of without further
involvement of the neighbours.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Old.

EXPLOSIVES AND DANGEROUS GOODS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Minister for

Transport) [2.32 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The principal Act which this Bill proposes to
amend relates to the conveyance of dangerous
goods.

Regulations for the transport of dangerous
goads became effective from I March of this year.
These regulations are based on the
recommendations of the Australian code for the
transport of dangerous goods by road and rail.

To maintain these recommendations, it has been
necessary to introduce this Bill which will provide
for the special licensing of drivers who have been
satisfactorily trained and who are aware of the
emergency procedures and special safety require-
ments for the transport of dangerous goads in bulk
or in large quantities.

Secondly, the Bill wilt provide an averment
clause, similar to that which is currently in other
Statutes affecting the road transport industry,
placing the onus on the driver of a vehicle convey-
ing dangerous goods to refute an averment by an
inspector that the vehicle is not licensed for the
transport of dangerous goods. This averment pro-

vision will facilitate the administration of the
dangerous goods (road transport) regulations.

Thirdly, in order to alleviate difficulties faced
by segments of the transport industry which are
complying with the intent though not meeting the
specific requirement of the regulations, this Bill
will enable the chief inspector to grant exemption
where considered necessary. A typical example
would be a minor variation in the size or wording
of signs prescribed for vehicles. Also, it will enable
assistance to be given to allow operations to con-
tinue while procedures are being upgraded to meet
specific requirements of the regulations.

These amendments will enhance driver safety
knowledge and will assist industry in meeting the
safety requirements for the transport of dangerous
goods.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Peter

Jones.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 31 July.
MR MacICINNON (Murdoch-Deputy Leader

of the Opposition) [2.35 p.m.]: In making a contri-
bution to the Address-in-Reply debate, I wish first
to address an issue relating to my electorate. I
have raised this matter previously in Parliament,
and it is of concern particularly to the people who
live in the Leeming and Bullereek areas of the
Murdoch electorate. I refer to the Leerning High
School, and remind members of an announcement
by the Minister for Education on 17 August 1983.
It was reported in the Daily News of that date as
follows-

A new high school will be built for
teeming. The school will be established in
1985 but will not get its own building until
1986. Until then it will be housed in Melville
Senior High School where enrolments have
been falling.

Students attending the new school will
come from teeming and southern sections of
Bullcreek and Bateman. They will be given
bus transport to Melville Senior High School
until the new school is ready.

The key point to note from that announcement is
that a high school will be established in 1985.
Population statistics in the area and pressures on
existing high schools indicated the need for an
additional school, and the Government is
responding to that pressure. However, no new ef-
fort has been made to establish the high school
before 1986. Until that time, students who would
normally attend Leeming High School, located in
Leemning, will be bussed to Melville Senior High
School. Since 17 August 1983 there has been very
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little activity in the area in relation to the Leeming
High School. Some discussion has taken place on
the boundaries and areas to be encompassed for
students attending the school. There has been talk
of a joint community school committee to discuss
joint community school facilities. However, there
is growing concern among people in the com-
munity, and particularly among those whose chil-
dren will be bussed from the area because of this
decision.

The Premier recently returned from the Eastern
States proclaiming that he had received the best
deal ever achieved on loan funds in the history of
Western Australia. As the representative of the
people in my electorate, I make a new plea to the
Government to allocate from that large increase in
loan funds an amount for the immediate initiation
of the construction of the Leeming High school.

Mr Pearce: It will be ready for the next school
year.

Mr MacKINNON: It will be ready, but on the
Melville High School campus, and the Minister
knows that very well. The people in my electorate
are not happy that they are receiving second-class
treatment from the Government, resulting in their
children having to travel up to 12 kilometres every
day to go to school in a built-up metropolitan area.
1 do not know of any other place in the metropoli-
tan area where this happens. Even if it does take
place elsewhere, it is not a desirable situation.

If the Government has received the significant
and substantial increase in loan funds indicated by
the Premier, surely the first stage of that school
should be commenced. In my estimation, the cost
would be about $1 million because it is intended to
establish only year eight during the First year.
Therefore, it will not involve an enormous cost. I
ask the Government to make a commitment from
those loan funds and proceed with the planning
and construction of that school to ensure that it is
completed and ready for the students at the begin-
ning of the school year in February 1985.

Mr Pearce: It would not be possible to finish the
school by that time even if the money were
immediately available.

Mr MacK'INNON: The Minister is indicating
that the planning of the Leeming High School has
not even been started?

Mr Pearce: Certainly no contracts have been
let.

Mr MacKINNON: The planning should have
been done, and the contracts could well be called
within the next month.

Mr Pearce: My understanding of the situation
with regard to the Leeming High School is that
the planning is only in a preliminary stage, and

certainly not sufficiently far advanced for it to be
possible for the school to be built by the beginning
of next year.

Mr MacKINNON: If that is the case, I repeat
my call: The Government should get on with the
job and ensure that the planning is done. I do not
accept the Minister's argument that there is not
enough time. How long does it take to build a
block of classrooms and an administration facility
to accommodate about 112 students? It should not
take very long-probably 15 to 20 weeks.

Mr Pearce: If we took that approach, we would
have to build a block for the year nine students
while the year eight students were using the year
eight block. There would be construction at every
stage of the year and you and your electors would
complain about that.

Mr MacKINNON: That is what will happen
with the next stage of the school when it is built.
That is what has happened with every school in
my electorate. It is happening right now.

Mr Pearce: The first stage is the building of the
school to the year 10 level in one hit. That is a
much more cost-efficient way of doing it, and
causes less disruption to the school.

Mr MacKINNON: It is easy to see that the
Minister's priority is not to get on with the job. He
is trying to Find every reason for saying that things
cannot be done. He is not trying to ind out how
things can be done. He should try to get that
mental block out of his brain.

My electorate and the people 1 represent are not
happy with second-class treatment. They arc call-
ing on the Government to find the loan funds to
get on with the job. The Minister should make a
commitment and tell us how it can be done, not
why it cannot be done. This is the Government
that is supposed to be so good at doing its job. It
should get on with it and ensure that the facilities
are in place for the people whose children and
whose children's interests the Minister is supposed
to be looking after.

The other point I draw to the attention of the
Minister is that the community is supposed to be
involved in the planning of joint facilities for the
school. I support the Government and the depart-
ment in their efforts to cooperate with local
authorities and communities on the building of
joint facilities. It seems an eminently sensible way
of using valuable resources; but it appears that
very little has been done from the Government's
end to involve the community at this stage.

About 10 days ago, 1 attended the annual gen-
cmal meeting of the Bullcreek-Leeming Progress
Association which I learned had received no com-
munication whatsoever from the Government
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asking for its involvement. The members of the
association are keen to be involved and they are
supportive of the concept. Again I ask the Minis-
ter to ensure that the officers of his planning de-
partment or of the department of the Minister for
Works, if that is the organisation concerned, be-
come involved with the community to ensure that
it is part of the planning process.

Mr Pearce: Of course that will occur, but the
planning is not yet advanced. When there are pre-
liminary plans, they will be discussed with the
parents.

Mr MacKINNON: They should be discussed
now. We should be getting on with the planning of
that facility.

Mr Pearce: It is not necessary to have the plans
now when it will not be ready until 1986.

Mr MacKINNON: The local authorities must
do their own planning. If we are to have local
authority participation, we should involve the
councils so they can put their menial and budget-
ary thoughts in train and ensure that by the time
the 1985-86 budgets are being framed-which
will be about six months from today-they will be
in a position to ensure that their contributions to
the joint community facility can be made in a
proper manner, meeting the community needs.

I raise the second matter on behalf of a section
of the tourist industry, and it relates to Bungle
Bungle. Concern has been expressed to me by
sections of the tourist industry, both in the metro-
politan area and in the Kimberley, and particu-
larly by those people who are involved directly in
the operation of tours into the Bungle Bungle area
and who benefit directly from the tourists who
wish to visit the Kimberley in order to view that
outstanding tourist attraction.

I will quote from a document entitled "The
Future Direction of Bungle Bungle as a Tourist
Attraction", which was put together by the Ord
Tourist Bureau of Kununurra, as follows-

LOCATION AND OWNERSHIP

The Bungle Bungle Range is situated
approximately 170 kms by air from
Kununurra and approximately 120 kms by
air from Halls Creek.

It lies essentially within the area bounded
by latitudes 128 degrees 15 minutes and 128
degrees 45 minutes and longitudes 17 degrees
I5 minutes and 17 degrees 30 minutes which
falls within the Northern part of the Shire of
Halls Creek.

The Bungle Bungle Range is located on
Reserve No. 28538 which comprises the Ord
River regeneration area-

That is an important point to note. It continues-

-and is administered by the Western
Australian Department of' Agriculture.

As Crown Land, the effective owners of the
area of land comprising Bungle Bungle are
the Government and people of Western
Australia.

So Bungle Bungle is part of the Ord River regen-
eration area, and it is Crown land. Effectively, it is
under the control of the Government of Western
Australia.

In fact, Bungle Bungle was not very well known
to Western Australians, except to the people in the
Kimberley who had some knowledge of the area,
until early in 1983. At that time, Guy Baskin, the
producer of the series "Wonders of Western
Australia" on television Channel 9, drew attention
to the area. He produced a series of Western
Australian documentaries that have been an out-
standing success, In the first of the series, Bungle
Bungle was featured, and, as a consequence of
that promotion, a great deal of interest in the area
was expressed.

In response to that interest, Airlines of Western
Australia took two package tours into the area in
March 1983, which tours were heavily booked. As
a consequence, Airlines of Western Australia and
Amesz Adventure Charters included Bungle
Bungle as part of their 1984 tour programmes. For
members who are unaware of the tourist industry
and how it operates, I indicate that if one is to
market a tourist product, one needs to do so nine
to 12 months in advance, to be successful. There-
fore, in mid-1983, AWA and Amesz Adventure
Charters decided to include Bungle Bungle as part
of their 1984 programmes. They did so-and this
is a very important point to remember-only after
having received approvals from the Minister for
Tourism, the Minister for Agriculture, and the
Department of Tourism. As Bungle Bungle is a
Government area, the promoters made sure that
they received the proper approvals to enter Bungle
Bungle. At no time then did they run into ex-
pressions of concern about what they were doing.
In fact, they received total Government support.

Concurrently, the Environmental Protection
Authority appointed an informal working group.
On 4 May this year, I asked question 3213 of the
Minister for Tourism, and he replied as follows-

(1) The EPA established an informal work-
ing group on 28 February, 1983. It was to
make recommendations on the status vesting
and purpose of reserve 28538 (regeneration of
eroded areas in the Ord River catchment
area) which includes the Bungle Bungle
range.
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So the working party had been set up to investi-
gate the status, vesting, and purpose of the reserve
which had been set aside from the Ord River
station for regeneration purposes. Nothing was
said about management. Aboriginal communities,
or the best inkerests of the area.

At that time, the then Western Australian
Travel Centre was piomoting the area actively by
endeavouring to sell tours on behalf of AWA and
Amesz Adventure Charters through the Travel
Centre's Eastern States offices, At the same time,
the Western Australian Tourism Commission, in
association with Western Australian private tour
operators, undertook what they called overseas
travel promotions.

In Berlin, they attended the ITH, which I under-
stand to be the largest travel promotion in the
world. They also went to London to attend the
corroboree tourism promotion. In each case, the
Western Australian Government supported those
promotions, so we should bear in mind that the
people involved were marketing Bungle Bungle
with the Government's approval.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Background
conversation has risen to an unacceptably high
level. Will members please keep it down to a
tolerable level.

Mr MacKINNON: Surprisingly, in March
1984, just when all this promotional work was
coming to fruitinn, when the level of interest was
great, and when the people of Kununurra and the
people in the tourist industry including Airlines of
Western Australia and Amesz Tours were begin-
ning their tours for 1984, the Government said it
did not want them to go into Bungle Bungle. If we
look at the media reports of that time, we can find
an article in The West Australian of 29 March
headed, "Wait to see Bungle Bungle: Govern-
ment". The article read-

The State Government has suggested that
visitors be disuaded from going to Bungle
Bungle ...

This is despite the fact that the Government's own
tourist office had been supporting the promotion
of the area after having given approval to have
people visit the area. What led to the Govern-
ment's doing this? Was it a call from the com-
munity? Just from where did the call emanate?
The article explains, and I quote as follows-

This week a meeting of the State executive
of the ALP called on the Minister for Conser-
vation and Environment, Mr Davies, and the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Wilson,
to have the area protected under land-conser-
vation and Aboriginal-heritage laws till a

management plan had been worked out with
interested Aborigines.

In other words, the State body of the ALP
directed its Ministers to take action, and in re-
sponse to the directions, those Ministers acted ac-
cordingly. Of course, they did not actually respond
directly by saying a ban had been placed on visits
to Bungle Bungle. However, when we questioned
the Government, we received an interesting reply.
In response to question 800 asked on ) May, the
Premier said-

The position is that the Government is not
prepared to encourage or endorse the pro-
motion of tourism in the area until the work-
ing party set up to prepare a management
and control plan for the region has conducted
its work in a satisfactory manner.

Further on he said-
The policy is simply that-the Government

does not endorse or encourage tourism into
the area until the management plan is worked
out,

The Premier did not say he had placed a ban on
visits to the area, but he did say that the Govern-
ment would not be supporting the promotion of
the area.

All this leads us to a position where we have
many questions to ask the Government about
Bungle Bungle and the manner in which its man-
agement has been undertaken. In fact, Bungle
Bungle is a bit like Dr Blewett, the Federal Minis-
ter in charge of Medicare. He is the most aptly
named of the Federal Ministers, and we realise
that Bungle Bungle is aptly named when we con-
sider the Government's handling of its manage-
ment.

The first question to be raised is: Why is there
no private tourist industry representation on the
committee which is supposed to be undertaking
the preparation of a management plan for the
area? In fact, the committee was not really estab-
lished for that purpose; it was originally estab-
lished to recommend on the status, vesting, and
purpose of the reserve. Later this was amended to
indicate that the committee was set up to prepare
a management and control plan for the region. But
on that committee we have no-one representing
private industry despite the fact that the Ord
Tourist Bureau and the Western Australian Tour-
ist Industry Association have asked the Govern-
ment for representation thereon.

The membership of the committee comprises
representatives of the Departments of Conser-
vation, Agriculture, Fisheries and Wildlife, Lands
and Surveys and Mines, and the National Parks
Authority and the Western Australian Tourist
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Commission. They are all Government agencies.
Only one representative included on that working
party is not a Government officer, and he is a
repesentative of the Warmun Aboriginal com-
munity. We do not deny that the Aboriginal com-
munity should be represented but surely so should
other interested sections of the community and the
private tourist industry.

All we have heard from the Minister for the
Environment in respect of the tourist industry's
interests being represented is found in a letter he
wrote to me as follows-

Tourist interests are ably represented by a
senior officer of the WA Tourist Commission
who has considerable knowledge and experi-
ence of tourism in the Kimberleys.

I know the officer concerned and I have great
respect for Mr Watling, but there is no way it
can be said that he has very great experience of
Bungle Bungle and the manner in which tourist
operations should be conducted in the area. There
is no way that Mr Watling could adequately rep-
resent the interests of the private tourist industry,
those operating in the Kimberley area or those
operating in the metropolitan area in the market-
ing sense. There should be and should have been
involvement by private industry. It is no good the
Minister's saying that he will let them have a copy
of the report to enable them to provide comments
at a later time before the report is concluded and
presented to the EPA.

The tourist and travel industries are those most
affected by restrictions on travel to the area. In
due course, they will be doing all the work, yet
they have no representation on the working party,
which is in fact composed almost entirely of
Government officers, with one person representing
the Aboriginal community.

We have consistently said that private sector
interests should also be involved, and I say now
that it is not too late for that involvement, because
the working party is not expected to report until
October this year. I ask the Minister to reconsider
his refusal to allow the involvement of private
sector interests, including representatives of the
Tourist Industry Association and the Ord Tourist
Bureau.

Mr Davies: When were you last talking to the
Kununurra people?

Mr MacKINNON: Yesterday.

Mr Davies: They have been contacted by some
officers.

Mr MacKINNON: By one or two members of
the working party who visited the area; but these

people themselves are not members of that work-
ing party. There is a big difference.

Mr Davies: It is a matter of opinion.

Mr MacKINNON: It is a big difference when
people are trying to sit down as a group to come
up with a workable management plan. Of course
these people can be consulted and asked questions,
but we are wanting representatives of these people
to be on the working party to help draw up a final
plan.

The second question is: Why did the State
Government assist both the Ord Tourist Bureau
and the other tour operators to go to Berlin and
London to promote the area if the Government
was so concerned about the area in the First place?
The State made significant contributions to that
particular promotional exercise.

Mr Davies: We will be careful next time. It is
not my department, but I am sure the Premier will
be careful not to give them money the next time.

Mr MacKINNON: It seems to be a two-faced
approach with the Government's firstly assisting
the promotion of the area and then saying that
people should not go into it.

The third question is: Why is the Western
Australian Tourist Commission still actively
assisting to promote the area? A leading travel
writer from West Germany has just visited the
Kimberley and I understand that the commission,
using a Government LPO form, assisted that fel-
low with the fare to go to the area as well as
assisting on the ground so that he could help to
promote the region. So the commission is still pro-
moting Bungle Bungle while the Premier is saying
that the Government will not endorse or encour-
age tourism into the area until the management
plan has been worked out. The Premier's officers
are actively promoting the area in direct contra-
vention of his statement.

Mr Davies: This is the lead time that is necess-
ary.

Mr MacKINNON: The fourth question is:
Why is it that Amesz is still licensed by the
Government as a tourist operator and is still
undertaking tours to the area?

Mr Davies: Nobody can stop anybody from go-
ing there.

Mr MacKINNON: The Government controls
the licences issued to them. The Government says
it is not actively promoting the area yet it is issu-
ing the licences to the person who takes them there
every day.

Mr Davies: Nobody can stop them from going
there.
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Mr MacKINNON: The Government really has
a lot to answer for.

My fifth question is: Why is preferential treat-
ment being given to the Warmun community at
the expense of local tour operators? The Minister
for the Environment is directly responsible for
this.

Mr Davies: I am not responsible for tourism or
for transport. I am not stopping people going
there.

Mr MacKINNON: I have moved on to point
number five, if the Minister can catch up with it.
Why is the Warmun Aboriginal community
represented on the working group at the expense
of private sector interests? Why was the Aborigi-
nal community Liven preferential treatment at the
local tourist industry's expense?

Mr Davies: Ask the Minister responsible.

Mr MacKINNON: Unfortunately, the mem-
bership of that committee is directly under the
control of the Minister for the Environment. He
appointed the committee and the working party.

Mr Davies: Didn't you say it was appointed in
February 1983?

Mr MacKINNON: It was appointed on 28
February and the election was on 19 February.

Mr Davies: That was already under way when
we got into office, sonny!

Mr MacKINNON: No, it was not.

Mr Davies: Yes, it was.

Mr MacKINNON: I know exactly when the
election was because I lost my lovely car and
smart office.

Mr Davies: Are you still smarting over it?

Mr MacKINNON: No, but I do not want the
responsibility of this Government's actions
imposed upon me. I asked why the Warmun Abor-
iginal community was given preferential treatment
ahead of all the others.

Mr Davies: I will Find out for you. I will let you
know.

Mr MacKINNON: This is amazing. That ques-
tion needs to be answered for the people who re-
side in that area and for the travel industry which
has been snubbed by the Government.

Mr Davies: They have not been snubbed.

Mr MacKINNON: Why has there been such
an inordinate delay in the work of this committee?
The committee was formed on 28 February 1983
and it is now I August 1984, l8 months later. As I
understand the position, this committee has met
only six or seven times in 18 months. Dangers are
inherent in this situation. People are travelling to

the Bungle Bungle area and, I am advised, it is a
particularly hazardous area. People could be lost
and could perish. Danger exists in the area. Dam-
age could be done to a very fragile environment. I
again quote from the Ord Tourist Bureau docu-
ment as follows-

Bungle Bungle is breathtakingly spectacu-
lar however, the soft, striated sandstone is so
brittle that it comes away easily in the hand.

People go into Bungle Bungle totally unescorted
and place themselves and the resource at risk.

Finally, and most damaging of all is the ques-
tion: Why is the committee taking so long when it
seems that all parties agree on what should be
done? In the Minister's letter to the Western
Australian Tourist Association, he admits, firstly,
that-

The working group to which you refer has
long recognised that the Bungle Bungle area
has considerable potential for tourism in a
National Park setting and has already
indicated that its recommendations will re-
flect this.

The Government recommends a national park.
The Aboriginal community is happy to have a
national park in the area. The Ord Tourist Bureau
wants a national park. WATIA wants a national
park. Ron Edwards, the Minister for the Environ-
ment's colleague, wants a national park, yet this
committee has taken 18 months and it still has not
reported to Parliament. That is not good enough.
This is a most outstanding area that has the
potential to rival Ayers Rock as an international
tourist attraction and, while Rome burns, the
Government fiddles. Something must be done ur-
gently not only to protect the resources of the
area, but also to protect people who travel into the
area.

Another matter of great interest to the com-
munity concerns the Minister for Education and
action he has taken that will have a severe impact
on some tertiary institutions in this State.

Amendment to Motion
In that respect, I move an amendment-

That the following words be added to the
motion-

But we regret to inform Your Excel-
lency that the Government through the
repeated vituperative public attacks by
the Minister for Education on the
administration of the University of
Western Australia-

Many of us are products of that institution. To
continue-
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-has damaged the community reputation
of that fine institution when the
resolution of any differences between the
two parties should be resolved by
rational negotiation between them rather
than by unnecessary confrontation or by
inquiries which have been established
without any proper representation from
the University of Western Australia and
which the outcomes appear to have been
pre-empted by the Minister.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [3.06 p.m.]: I sec-
ond the amendment to the Address- in-Reply. This
matter is a most serious one. Persistent attacks by
the Minister for Education in the media on our
oldest tertiary institution have occurred almost on
a daily basis. In today's The Australian newspaper
appears the following article-

Minister's attacks worry university
The University of Western Australia fears

that both its reputation and its autonomy
may be damaged unless the State Minister
for Education, Mr Pearce, stops his public
attacks on university policy.

The West A ustralian on 28 July carries a full page
article under the heading "Pearce set for major
showdown with U WA". In The Western Mail ap-
pears the headline, "English row puts Senate at
risk".

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please! The
member for Karrinyup is well known for having a
reasonably loud voice. He is directing his com-
ments to me and I am having difficulty hearing
them, so I imagine Hansard is also. Would mem-
bers please keep the level of conversations at a
much lower ebb.

Mr CLARKO: In the Daily News of 26 July,
appears the headline "Attack on Uni 'Old Boys' "
in The West Australian of 26 July appears the
headline, "UWA warned by Pearce." In the Daily
News of 26 July appears the headline, "TAE row:
UWA chief speaks". In The West Australian of
26 July appears the headline, "Hard look at UWA
Senate".

Look at those headlines, together with the Min-
ister's recent outburst over the investment policy
of WAIT when he launched an open public attack
on the methods of investments used by WAIT but
from which he climbed down on his subsequent
Press release. Apparently he has now decided
that he was not correct.

Various phrases have been used. The Minister is
reported as having made all these
statements-that UWA is completely irrespon-
sible, that UWA is trying to wreck an agreement,
that UWA is in an absurd position, that its dic-

tatorship is over, etc. He has even said of this
university at which he was once a student that it is
the laughing stock across Australia. Hie has pub-
licly announced that he has called together a
meeting of representatives of the four institutions
and he said that if they failed to reach agreement
he would legislate to achieve his aims-again the
bludgeon! That is blatant intimidation of our
oldest tertiary institution. It is public abuse of the
University of Western Australia. He has called
that institution archaic. He has said, "the Senate
structure does not reflect community account-
ability". He has also said that it formed a little
graduate network which controls 50 per cent more
positions than does the Government. If he wants to
increase the number of Government nominations
on this senate why does he not bring legislation
forward to do so? He further said, "There is too
much entrenched university interest". He also said
that this did not allow for community account-
ability of funds and educational activities.

He further said that the Western Australian
College of Advanced Education had good com-
munity representation, as did WAIT, and that
Murdoch was not too bad. Clearly his aim is
sighted directly at UWA. I would be interested to
know precisely what the Minister means by
".public accountability'. Surely that institution is
responsible to him, and as a Minister, he is ac-
countable to the public and the Government and
to all people who are interested in this matter. He
can legislate if he has the numbers, and that is the
way to do it. He should not go out of his Way to
confront this particular institution, particularly
when he repeatedly and hypocritically has stated
t hat he is the master of consensus.

In its editorial on Monday of this week, The
West Australian stated-

N EITHER the Minister for Education, Mr
Pearce, nor the State Government, have a
mandate to ride roughshod over the WA edu-
cation system.

However, Mr Pearce is indulging in the
inflammatory tactics of the demagogue in
seeking to impose his political will on the
University of WA. Confrontation will not en-
hance the debate over WA's education
standards.

That hard-hitting editorial is unusual; that paper
ra rel y chooses to ta ke on a M in ister for Ed uca tion
in the way it did on that occasion. It contains
much more criticism of the Minister's style. If the
editorial writers knew him and had had to experi-
ence him as we have here since 1977, they would
know his is the bionic lip. He is a classic debater;
the words roll out and have no correlation with the
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truth. He can take either side in an argument at
any time and never worry about the need to come
out with statements which are accurate and fac-
tual.

The University of Western Australia Senate
agrees that some changes are needed, and it set up
a review committee of the senate in the middle of
1982. That body met for 18 months, and I under-
stand it gave a report to the Minister for Edu-
cation in late 1983.

Mr Pearce: Which body? I did not hear what
you said. I was supposed to be paired this after-
noon to go to a rugby match, but I have stayed to
listen to what you have to say.

Mr CLARKO: I am not interested in the Minis-
ter's rugby match. Rugby is a game similar to
politics-straightforward, clean, and only for the
vigorous.

The University of Western Australia set up a
committee to review the structure of UWA, and I
am advised it submitted a report at the end of last
year. The inquiry took I8 months, and unlike the
Minister's Proposed inquiry which will have no
representatives of the university on it-

Mr Pearce: A member of the senate is on it.

Mr CLARKO: Professor Reeves has already
resigned from the university and is going to
WAIT. He cannot be regarded as a representative
of the university senate in my opinion, nor in the
opinion of the senate, I would think.

The committee spent 18 months reviewing the
structure of the senate. The Minister's proposed
study is to report in November, which allows a
period of about four months. The university com-
mittee, which consists of people who should know
the score, came out with three prime
recommendations. One is that the six-year term be
reduced to four years; secondly, they believe that
three successive terms should be the maximum
allowed for a representative; and, thirdly, that
there should be one non-academic representative.
I understand UWA wrote to the Minister some
time ago and supported the addition of such a
person, and I take it that he supports it as well.

I noticed in the paper recently the views of
Graham Reeve, the Labor candidate for Stirling
in the three previous Federal elections in which he
was handsomely defeated by Ian Viner each
time-once by 12 votes thanks to the soldiers in
New Guinea. Ian Viner won by several thousand
votes on the other occasions. Reece was a complete
failure in his political attempts and his last cam-
paign was the weakest I have seen in my life; it
was the poorest ever conducted in the northern
suburbs.

I do not agree with the suggestion that three
successive terms is the maximum period a person
should be able to serve. If someone is an outstand-
ing representative on the body, that person should
remain there until time or other factors come into
play. He should not be automatically shunted out
after only one, two or three terms. I do not say
that I necessarily agree with the
recommendations, but the committee spent 18
months on this matter and gave the Minister a
report, and his answer is to set up another study to
study the study. That is typical of the Labor
Party. It used to call a man I admire, John
Tonkin, "mirror Tonkin" because he was always
saying, "We will look into it". That has been
stolen from him by the Minister for Education
who is now the grand master at such things.

Mr Tonkin: You did nothing for nine years.

Mr CLARKO: You will have held more inquir-
ies in three years than we had in nine.

The West Australian of Saturday, 28 July, sets
out clearly Graham Reece's view as president of
the non-academic staff association. He expresses
concern at there being no representative of his
body on this inquiry. It seems the Minister's own
Labor colleagues are not happy with his proposals.
The UWA is not represented on the inquiry. Pro-
fessor Reeves is off to WAIT, and I understand he
is a socialist. Another representative is a Miss
Silver, a social worker and WAIT graduate, and
no doubt a member of the Labor Party. Although
I do not know Colin Lockhart who was appointed
by AUS, that is a dreadfully scurrilous body
which has improved since the Minister left it, but I
gather Mr Lockhart is a member of the Labor
Party, too. He is said to be a student, but he is an
employee of the university's student body. He is an
education research officer, so he cannot be classi-
fled as an ordinary, run-of-the-mill, common uni-
versity student.

The UWA has got into trouble either because of
the immediate matter of the acceptance of the
McGaw report recommendations in relation to
English, or as a result of the long-standing, deep-
seated hatred the Minister for Education has
nurtured since his days as a student at that body
and on the student representative body, and with
the extreme left-wing body AUS with which
everybody including the Labor Party was at odds
because of its views. Many moderate and right-
wing Labor students had great trouble with AUS.

The Leader of the Opposition received a letter
dated 26 July after it had been publicly released,
which stated that the Minister had appointed a
committee to inquire into the structure of the
governing bodies of Western Australian tertiary
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institutions. The letter went on to name the people
appointed to the body, and, with the exception of
Dr Pullman, they are probably all members of the
Labor Party. It offered this gratuitous advice-

[ invite you to nominate a Member of Par-
liament to the Committee. As the result of
the inquiry may result in legislation, you may
consider it inappropriate to appoint your
Shadow Minister for Education, in which
case several people, including the Chairman
of the Committee, have suggested Hon.
Margaret McAleer MLC might be con-
sidered. However, the decision as 10 who you
wish to nominate (if you are able to accept
this invitation) is completely yours,

How generous and kind of him; it is absolutely
amazing. I thank him from the bottom of' my
heart. I will drop on my knees and do a double
kowtow as they did to the great Chinese emperors
of the past. What humbug to tell us we can pick
whom we like! Why not write a letter in simple
English and ask us to nominate somebody? What
a heap of humbug!

The letter then sets out the terms of reference
which are designed to enable an examination of
the total structure and constitutions of the senates
and councils of the tertiary institutions. It is aimed
at the University of Western Australia. Why in-
vita the Opposition to nominate someone for the
inquiry? One might say it is the Government's
noble attitude; it likes us to contribute. That is
absolute humbug! The Beazley committee is
considered by the Minister to be the most import-
ant inquiry held into education in Western
Australia's history.

Did he invite a member of the Opposition to be
on that committee? The answer is, "No". The
McGaw committee was a most important inqui ry
to look at the interface between secondary edu-
cation and entry to the post-secondary institutions.
Did he invite a member of the Opposition to join
the McGaw inquiry? The answer is "No'. When
the Minister set up this political stunt-the Kelly
gang-to look into the gifted children programme,
what did he do? He already had an inquiry be-
cause the Beazley inquiry was looking into it.
These are the machinations within the left wing of
the Labor Party which is, of course, anti-egali-
tarian-the same group that closed down Perth
Modern School, which was the best school in
Australia, because the Labor Party socialists were
afraid of anybody raising themselves above the
norm. The Kelly gang was aiming at the same
thing. Did it invite a member of the Opposition to
be on that committee? No, it did not.

Why did it invite a Liberal representative on
this committee? I think the Government realises
that it controls only one of these two Houses of
Parliament. I think the Government's suggestion
that a member from the Legislative Council-a
Liberal member-be on this committee was some
sort of so-called, deep-seated subkindergarten
train of thought which would force the Liberal
Party's representative into voting for whatever the
committee decided.

The Liberal Party rejects the Government's
committee which, I suspect is composed, bar Dr
Pullman, of members of the Labor Party. The
Liberal Party will certainly not be represented on
that committee for the reasons I have given.

If it is the Government's policy to put members
of the Opposition on education committees of im-
portance, why did it not ask for representatives on
the two inquiries I have mentioned, which were
more important than this single issue?

The Minister by his actions, has pre-empted an
inquiry. He is aiming to destroy the existing struc-
ture of the composition of the Senate of the IJWA.
I assume he is trying to take a number of people
away from the six people who are elected the
convocation. I suspect he may wish to increase
student representation or employee representation
on this body. He has a funny idea about what are
community representatives. Surely, when six
members are appointed by the Governor-which
means the Minister and/or Cabinet-they are
community representatives. The Government has
already appointed two members in the time it has
been in Government, and that is its right. I expect
the Government to go through its period in office
appointing people to the senate-people who are
inclined to have the same views as the Government
and I have no quarrel with that whatsoever.

I take it that the Government wants to extend
the power of those people who are associated with
it in the education sector. The Government is try-
ing by some sort of so-called trick at the sub-
kindergarten level to get members of the Oppo-
sition to go on to a committee of inquiry-the only
invitation in 18 months-because it is knows that
this inquiry will require a legislative decision and
approval by both Houses of Parliament.

The Opposition has decided it will set up a
committee comprising myself, together with the
former Minister for Education, the member for
Narrogin, and the member for Floreat, who has
been a member of the Murdoch Senate and who,
for a considerable period was a member of the
council of the Churchlands CAE. We will write to
the four separate institutions and seek an audience
with them. We would like to negotiate, away from
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the furnace blast of the main pages of the Press,
and discuss what are the appropriate changes, if
any, that should be introduced. If the Government
does not adopt the changes which we decide are
appropriate, when we come back into Government
in the near future, we will make those changes.

It is only a few months ago that the Minister
introduced a Bill to set up WACAE and 1 take it
that the members and the composition of that
council suits the Minister's outlook. I take it that
that is the case or he would not have introduced
the Bill, If that is the case, why does he not say
that that is what he wants at UWA? He should
introduce a Bill and test it in the furnace of Parlia-
ment and see what happens. I presume that he is
not taking the view that what he proposed for
WACAE is all up the spout and that his group of
friends from the Labor Party who are on the in-
quiry can come in merrily and change it around.
Perhaps the inquiry could recommend that it be
the same as the Senate of UWA. What if that
were suggested? I do not think he would be too
happy about agreeing with that.

I believe he would do what Labor members
when in Opposition complain about; that is, that
inquiries are undertaken and the
recommendations are put away to gather dust. I
am sure that the recommendations of this inquiry
will gather dust if they do not suit the Minister's
outlook. Of course he has passed through kinder-
garten and through the University of WA-the
body which he seeks to stab in the back at the
present moment with his vituperative language.
The Minister set up an inquiry with his friends on
it in order that they will do what he wants them to.
It is not beyond his ken to do that.

Mr Court: He has always wanted to control the
senate.

Mr CLARKO: I was not at university when he
was there, but I understand that when he was a
student at the university his aim was, to put it in
the honourable member's words, " to control the
senate", and now he is the Minister that is all he is
trying to do. If he controls both Houses of this
Parliament, he can have his way.

Mr Hassell: It is time for the Minister to realise
his childhood ambitions.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [3.26 p.m.]: It is a
sad thing that this subject should be in front of
this House and it is very sad, indeed, that there
should be differences between the Minister for
Education in the Western Australian Government
and the University of Western Australia.

However, since the subject has arisen, undoubt-
edly out of the enideavour and will of the Minister,

I think it is right it be the subject of an amend-
ment to the Address-in- Reply.

The subject should have an interest not only for
the people who are academics or near to it, but
also for everyone in Western Australia.

I support the amendment and will talk to it
because I have had some involvement in education
and am still very interested. Some members may
recall that during the Tonkin Government,
between 1971 and 1974, and when a coalition in
Opposition was not in existence, I was spokesman
for education on behalf of the Liberal Party next,
of course, to Edgar Lewis who was the then ex-
Minister. As the member for Karrinyup
mentioned, I have served with the member for
Cockburn on the Murdoch University Senate for a
few years and on the Council of Churchlands Col-
lege of Advanced Education during the whole time
it was in existence-that is, since its inception
until it was amalgamated into the single WA Col-
lege of Advanced Education.

I am a graduate of two other universities, and
undertook postgraduate studies at a third one. The
other universities from which I graduated are very
remote from here and few people in WA know
them, but the difference is that their age is not
counted in years or decades, but in hundreds of
years. These institutions which I have attended
and from which I have graduated had a different
structure as far as managing bodies are concerned.
Both of them were built on the classical style of
universities as were those started in Italy with four
classical faculties, and they have no outside or
community representation on the senate which is
composed of professors who changed every year,
deans of the classical four faculties, and the rector
who was elected from one and then the other fac-
ulty, year after year.

The British universities are structured
differently and so are the American universities.
However, one thing is similar, wherever there is a
tertiary institution and particularly when it is
called a university; that is they are all auton-
omous. It does not matter whether these are pri-
vate institutions as indeed, the best of them are in
the United States, or whether they are financed by
their respective Governments of their countries, all
Governments finance them in a way which allows
them to remain completely autonomous insti-
tutions.

That, of course, is in the interest of learning, in
the interest of science and research, and conse-
quently in the interests of citizens of that particu-
lar country.

I can recall that one of the universities from
which I graduated relied entirely on Government
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finances. After the Great War it lost a lot of
property which was situated in different countries.
Thai university went to the International Court of
Justice in the Hague at the end of the 1 930s to
claim, because of its autonomy, that these proper-
ties belonged to it. Despite the fact that it was
financed by the Government, the International
Court of Justice ruled that that university, since
its inception about 370 years previously, was an
autonomous body and was entitled to those
properties. That is how the autonomy of
universities has been demonstrated in various
parts of the world. This is the essence of the mo-
tion, and this is what gives me tremendous con-
cern. Indeed it is an invasion, and ultimate threat
to the autonomy and independence of the univer-
sity which concerns me.

The debate between the Minister and the UWA
is not really all that important. That will fade
away and become a small episode in the annals of
the university. It will be recorded that once upon a
time there was a capricious young Minister who
could not stomach a student body with an elected
conservative president, a very talented lady, at the
university. It will probably be recorded that that
Minister could not tolerate people with different
opinions from his, and he set out to dispose of
those people. It will be recorded that there was a
McGaw committee which recommended that the
admission subjects should be reduced from six to
three, and that English should be excluded from
the three.

It will also be recorded that the UWA was not
very enthusiastic about the McGaw report, but
showing tolerance and a willingness to compro-
mise, because there was no other way to establish
a method of measuring literacy, it accepted the
McGaw report. It will further be recorded that
this capricious Minister, once the university ac-
cepted the report, told the university to jump in a
different direction and not to accept it. When the
university thought that was a little too much in the
way of direction from the Minister, he threatened
it and appointed a committee.

The committee may have various terms of refer-
ence, but in essence it is a takeover committee,
taking over the autonomy and independence of the
University of Western Australia. This is where my
concern starts. It is not so much in connection with
the recommendations of the McGaw committee;
they will change in time and alter according to the
needs, as Ministers and Governments change. But
once the autonomy of a well-respected institution
is eroded, whichever way it is done, as a result of
either a takeover committee or any other method
which may yet be instituted, I am concerned about
what could happen. If the Minister is patient, he

will have the opportunity to replace the members
who are appointed by the Government as their
time expires-although, according to the present
Statute, he would not be able to influence the
election of the members, by the convocation. I do
not care whether he appoints Labor Party sup-
porters or not. I was appointed by Jerry Dolan, a
Labor Minister for Education. At that time there
was a different man deserving more respect sitting
in the Parliament as Minister for Education. I
asked him incredulously why I had been
appointed, and his reply was, "because I think you
will fit the job", and that was despite the fact that
I belonged to a different political party.

My concern is not so much that Labor people
will be appointed, but that they will carry a brief.
Anyone who goes to the seniate of the university, a
respected place of learning, will become slowly
accustomed to the prevailing atmosphere. It does
not matter from where he comes, he will see the
merit of an autonomous institution and of
furthering the aims of this institution in the
interests of all involved, not the least being the
interests of the whole State.

We talk about an institution which has had
tremendous respect in Western Australia, in
Australia, and even overseas. This is due to the
magnificent people, some in the academic field,
some in the administration, even during this short
time. Some are dead, and some are still with us. I
can mention people like Sir Walter Murdoch, Pro-
fessor Alexander, Sir Noel Bayliss, Professors Fox
and Austin, Sir Alex Reid, and Sir Lawrence
Jackson. We have everyone and everything to be
proud of. These are but a few examples of the
people who conducted the business of the Univer-
sity of Western Australia as an autonomous
institution, not something to please the Govern-
ment, even if the finances come from the Govern-
ment and the taxpayers, as indeed the ongoing
finances do come to a very large extent. Even
during my time in this Parliament, according to a
given percentage, they used to come from the
State and from the Federal Government. They
were taken over later by the Federal Government.

As far as assets are concerned, however, the
university has considerable assets which were
bequested not by Governments, unlike the endow-
ment by Statute which the Minister might think
he can change with his majority in Parliament and
even take it away. H-e can change various con-
ditions and attach strings to them, but some of the
assets, as I said, are bequests made by private
citizens to the University of Western Australia.
These are in the centre of the city and in several
parts of the metropolitan area. If he were to rule
on these, that would be almost a criminal action.
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The autonomy connected with learning and that
of universities goes back a long time. Education
was not always in the hands of the Government.
We can go back 150 years only. Before that it was
no business of the Government whatever. Going
back to the Roman Empire, who were the edu-
cators of these Roman people? They were Greek
slaves over whom these Roman lords had complete
control.

However, they taught the Roman youth. They
were given complete independence and virtual
autonomy in that respect. That was how higher
education was handled then and it has been
handled like that ever since. Now the Government
is seeking to do something different. Through this
committee, it seeks to take over the University of
Western Australia, and that gives me enormous
cause for concern.

It appears to me the Minister is using a further
tactic. Healthy competition exists between the ter-
tiary institutions in Western Australia. That is
very good, because such institutions should try to
compete with each other. Each should try to be
better than the other in different fields. After all,
they are staffed by human beings who have the
human characteristic of ambition. The Minister
takes on the University of Western Australia
hoping that the other institutions will sit quietly
until they become the subject of a new attack. The
other tertiary institutions may think the present
controversy does not matter, because it is only the
UWA which is under attack; it is not Murdoch
University, the Western Australian Institute of
Technology, or the WA College of Advanced Edu-
cation. If my warning goes anywhere beyond this
Parliament, I hope the leaders of those other insti-
tutions will realise that they will be the next ones
under attack. Therefore, they should get together
with the senate and professorial board of the
UWA, along with the guild of undergraduates and
the association of non-academic staff, in an effort
to defend themselves so that they might retain
their independence and resist such a takeover
which is the aim of the formation of this com-
mittee.

I cannot understand the ultimate aim of the
Minister's endeavour in this respect. It is human
nature that people want more power and perhaps
that is what the Minister wants. However, I do not
know why the Minister has the dangerous aim of
bringing everyone down to the same level. This is
not an isolated instance of that attitude. The trend
goes right through the education system. The Fed-
eral Government says, "We do not want to give
aid to so-called elitist schools because they are
better than others". However, why is that attitude
necessary? I would like to see more elitist schools,

if that is what we may call them. Why is intellec-
tual ability frowned upon when sporting ability is
glorified? If one is the son of a millionaire and
excels at sport, one is still supported. If one com-
petes in the Olympic games, one is given support.
However, if one belongs to an elitist educational
institution and excels intellectually, that same sup-
port is not forthcoming. In other countries, those
who are better than others are acknowledged.

Mr Pearce: You can't distinguish between
"richer" and "better"; that is your trouble.

Mr MENSAROS: Why is it that if one excels
at sport, one is supported, but that is not so in the
intellectual field?

Mr Pearce: You are referring to schools purely
in the context of richness and not in an intellectual
context.

Mr MENSAROS: Why must we look at
richness with the so-called anger of the proletariat
which some people can never get rid of? It is an in-
built feeling. I cannot find a proper English word
for it. Various European languages have excellent
one-word expressions for it. However, that is what
it is; these people are envied. The Minister goes
down to the racecourse and places a bet on a horse
with the best pedigree.

Mr Pearce: I don't bet at all.

Mr MENSAROS: Well, others do. Why do
people place bets on the horse with the best pedi-
gree? They do so because it is the best horse.
However, if a human being has a pedigree, he is
frowned upon; he is something bad; he comes from
a place which is not acceptable. There is no logic
in that attitude, as there is no logic in many of
these issues.

In conclusion, I indicate this is a very serious
matter. I am grateful the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition moved the amendment which has given
us an opportunity to at least place our comments
on record and alert those who are involved in this
field to the fact that, in the interests of the whole
of this State, they should get together and try to
defend themselves against any attack which at-
tempts to remove the independence and autonomy
of the University of Western Australia, or for that
matter, of any tertiary institution which is here to
serve our children and the community, and for the
betterment of the whole of the State.

MR PETER JONES (Narrogin) [3.45 p.m.]:
One would only have to look back at Hansard to
understand the reason for this debate. However,
one does not have to go back far. If we turn to the
record of the autumn session of this year, we find
the debate on the legislation which related to the
WA College of Advanced Education.
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Mr Pearce: Where you wanted more com-
munity involvement. You are a hypocrite if you
aren't going to take the same line today. I
intended to raise that myself.

Mr PETER JONES: At that time, the Minister
refused to allow the increased community involve-
ment which he now says he seeks in his attack on
the University of WA.

We may also go back to 1977 when the present
Minister for Education stood on this side of the
House and ranted and raved about the University
of WA, its glorious independence, and the necess-
ity for that to be preserved. He referred to its
autonomy, tradition, and everything else related to
it. I was Minister for Education at that time and I
introduced an amendment which related to the
student guild.

Mr Pearce: And tried to bring Government in-
terference into the university. You are a hypocrite
of the first order!

Mr PETER JONES: The Minister has just said
it. In 1977, he accused me of interfering with the
independence and autonomy of the university. He
has just said again that when I was Minister for
Education I sought to interfere with the Univer-
sity of WA. Now the Minister has the hide to sit
opposite and try to defend his action which in-
volves the most blatant intrusion into the auton-
omy of the university. What is more, the Minister
has done this by establishing an inquiry without
entering into the sort of discussion that should
have taken place with the university and, more
particularly-

Mr Pearce: That is in fact not true, as I wilt
detail in a moment.

Mr PETER JONES: I would like the Minister
to correct the information that is available to me if
it is not right. Perhaps he will detail the dis-
cussions that took place.

Mr Pearce: I had a number of discussions.
Mr PETER JONES: The Minister should tell

us all the information he has.
Mr Pearce: You tell us the information that you

have, if it is different.
Mr PETER JONES: I want the Minister to

correct me if my information is wrong. The Minis-
ter has not discussed in detail with the universi ty
senate, the body he is seeking to lynch, any short-
comings of which he feels it has been guilty or any
action it has taken which is contrary to what he,
the Minister, would like it to do.

Mr Pearce: I have written to it on many oc-
casions.

Mr PETER JONES: Leaving aside the attack
he has made on English, because the terms of

reference refer to funding, accountability, and all
sorts of other things, the important aspect is
simply this: Unless my information is wrong-

Mr Pearce: It is.

Mr PETER JONES: -the Minister has not
had any detailed discussions with the university in
relation to the items which are contained in the
terms of reference and the attack which is now
being launched on it. Certainly the Minister has
not allowed the senate of the university to be
represented on the jury.

Mr Pearce: A senate member is on it.

Mr Clarko: He has gone to WAIT. He has
handed in his resignation.

Mr PETER JONES: How can the Minister de-
rend his having a man on the jury of an inquiry
which will pass judgment on the Senate of the
UWA, and who, in fact, was a senate member and
may even still be one, but who certainly will not be
one in the future?

Mr Pearce: That is better, because he can then
be impartial.

Mr PETER JONES: Come off it! The Minis-
ter's inquiry talks specifically about the totality of
tertiary institutions in this State and yet he is
sitting here confirming the fact that it relates to
the University of Western Australia, because he
has just said how much more valuable it will be to
have a member on that inquiry who is not on the
Senate of the University of WA.

Mr Pearce: He has that breadth of experience
because he covers two institutions.

Mr PETER JONES: What rot. We really
ought to get out into the open what it is all about.
As I understand it, the basic reason that the Min-
ister has attacked the Senate of the University of
Western Australia is very simple. As the member
for Karrinyup has said, what the Minister has not
got-and none of his predecessors has had it
either-in relation to UWA is the kind of influ-
ence and interfering capacity as a Minister and,
more particularly, the kind of opportunities that
he has in relation to some other tertiary insti-
tutions. It is as simple as that. By going for the
academic jugular vein at the UWA he could then
exercise greater control, and he can do it in a
couple of ways: Firstly, he can do it through the
Post-Secondary Education Commission, which is a
body of considerable power in statutory terms,
WAPSEC wishes, as some members have done in
the past and still do, to remove the spleen from the
UWA by interfering.

The second and more important way is in re-
lation to funding-the disbursement of funds
made available to the UWA. In the law which is
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relevant to the institution, and which passed
through this Parliament as a Statute of this State,
the Minister for Education quite deliberately has
been given very little direct power in relation to
the university; that is not a factor which has in any
way worried this Minister's predecessors. It cer-
tainly never worried me.

Mr Pearce: It does not worry me.

Mr PETER JONES: Then why the hell has the
Minister declared war on them?

Mr Pearce: I have not declared war on UWA. I
am ensuring the schools' interest is protected and
that is all.

Mr PETER JONES: A means by which the
Minister might achieve his aim, given the assump-
tion that the Minister wishes to "get at them", is
for him to alter the situation in several ways. One
way which undoubtedly will be recommended by
this hung jury is to reduce the number of members
elected to the senate by the convocation of the
alumni. In recent years, we have altered the Stat-
ute covering WAIT to provide for alumni rep-
resentation. Since 1967, a significant number of
alumni graduates formed an organisation and
were entitled to have representation on the
governing body of that institution which they
elected. The UWA Act passed through this House
in 1911 and of the number of graduates since that
time, the convocation of the university is entitled
to elect community representatives with special
significance. They attended this institution and as
such they have a bit of feeling for it. Conse-
quently, they have the entitlement under the Stat-
ute to elect six representatives.

It will be recommended to the Minister that it
be reduced, which means the Government has the
opportunity to appoint more people, or give some
of those places over to other people and bodies.

One thing we ought to make clear is the source
of the pressure. One source, if not the major
source, is Mr Ray Clohessy. Mr Clohessy and the
body he represents, the Salaried and Professional
Officers Association, have in fact been agitating
relative to UWA for quite some time.

What the Government is on about is this: The
Minister needed an excuse in order to launch his
hung inquiry and the interpretation placed upon
the McGaw report and the actions of the univer-
sity absolutely let him in. Notwithstanding that,
the Senate of the UWA was the first body to come
up and support the principles of the
recommendations of the McGaw report. Notwith-
standing that, the later resolution of the senate in
relation to English and its acceptance and re-
lationship with the TAE examinations provided
the Minister with the excuse that he needed to

satisfy the aspirations of Mr Clohessy and his
band, and also those aspirations which the Minis-
ter has had for many years, to ensure that he and
his successors had greater influence where the
UWA was concerned by the various methods that
I have indicated, whether it be through WAPSEC,
appointments, control of funds, or whatever.

It just is not good enough for the Minister to
write to the Opposition and say, "Look, I have set
up this inquiry. I have rigged the terms of refer-
ence. I have stacked it with people whom I know
will bring down a recommendation that I want or
which I will be prepared to look upon in a favour-
able light. You can come in and be a fellow travel-
ler if you like and get locked in--or, if not locked
in, at least not be in a position to really make a
contribution to an inquiry as loaded as this one is."

Leaving that aside for a minute, we still have
the situation that a broadly-based inquiry at first
glance is, as the Minister has confirmed by what
he has said, directed at UWA.

Mr Pearce: I have not confirmed that at all.
Mr PETER JON ES: The Minister did.
Mr Pearce: Rubbish!
Mr PETER JONES: The Minister made it

quite clear.
Mr Pearce: You were trying to push the line

that the university was threatened by this and that
the senate did not have a representative of the
senate on the committee. I pointed out to you that
a member of the senate was on the committee.

Mr PETER JONES: The Minister has said
UWA is threatened by this.

Mr Pearce: I have not said UWA is threatened
at all.

Mr PETER JONES: The member for
Karrinyup quoted the Minister's comments that
they were "archaic"--out of touch with the com-
munity, etc.

Mr Clarko: And "the laughing stock of
Australia".

Mr Pearce: He was quoting from the words of
reporters. I am not responsible for those words.

Mr PETER JONES: Okay. Did the Minister
correct the reporters' words? Is he saying he did
not say those words?

Mr Clarko: Come on. Deny them all!
Mr Pearce: I have not said that UWA is

threatened. I have said that some members of the
university feel threatened.

Mr PETER JONES: When the Minister said
they were archaic and not in touch with the
present situation and that they needed more com-
munity representation, is that not attacking them?
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Mr Pearce: When you said that they needed
more community representation, were you attack-
ing them? Don't be ridiculous. Obviously you can
make a judgment on the facts of the situation
without having to be seen as attacking people.

Mr PETER JONES: I have not said anything
about it. I am doing so now for the first time.
Quite clearly, the Minister is attacking I.WA, and
its senate in particular. Yet he now tries to deny
that he has attacked it.

Mr Bryce: What a lot of guff'.

Mr PETER JONES: Absolutely. What a lot of
guff he has gone on with! It is all about an attack
which he tried some years ago in this Chamber to
make quite clear the other side of the argument; at
that time he sat on this side and spoke about
autonomy and the independence of UWA, how
much it meant, how much it should be protected
against the attacks of vicious Governments, and
that kind of thing. Now it is very convenient to
transpose the argument.

Mr Pearce: You have shifted attitude now
somehow, haven't you?

Mr PETER JONES: I have not changed my
attitude in the slightest.

Mr Pearce: Come on!

Mr PETER JONES: I have not changed my
attitude.

Mr Pearce: Because I never legislated to inter-
fere with the tertiary institution in the way that
you not only sought to do, but also did.

Mr PETER JONES: I make no apology for
what I did; for example, every single thing that
was done was a result of many months of dis-
cussions with the institutions, as the Minister
knows.

Mr Pearce: And the university senate set you up
on the whole thing and you made great efforts
winning them and making them fall into line. You
cannot do that.

Mr PETER JONES: We made every effort to
discuss the issue.

Mr Pearce: The member for Karrinyup was try-
ing to do the same thing.

Mr PETER JONES: I do not speak for him; he
speaks for himself. In my case, no agreement was
reached, but I did not insult them in the way the
Minister has in this instance. Neither the chancel-
lor of the time nor the vice-chancellor then and
now, would indicate in any way-I feel confident
in saying this-that there were no discussions or
meetings between the representatives of the senate
and me over a period of months. The fact that
agreement was not reached is not the major point

of the comment I was making. Yet this Minister
has in no way-on the information given to
me-discussed these matters over a period of time
with the senate of the university, certainly niot in
the way they were discussed previously.

Whatever the Minister might say in defence of
his actions cannot justify his establishment of
what is basically a rigged inquiry. HeI cannot de-
fend the terms of reference. He has not criticised
the other institutions in the same manner that he
criticised the UWA Senate. He has not sought in
any way to defend the UWA--quite the re-
verse-and praise all the good things he can find
in it. He has set up an indefensible situation and
appointed people who can hardly be regarded as
independent in terms of their attitude towards the
university. Of the list of people referred to by the
member for Karrinyup, Robert Hetherington is
the best.' At least he knows something about it
from a distance, as well as having been involved in
the university and academic life. Fancy having an
inquiry in which Robert Hetherington is the best
of the committee! It does not say much for the
rest.

It is not too late for the Minister to call off his
dogs. If he wants to start the exercise again, he
will get some help. I do not necessarily mean he
will get it from anything I might do, but it will
come from the university if he goes about it in the
right way, and allows discussion between the par-
ties. The Minister should make his case directly to
the senate and point out the areas in which he
thinks it is not being accountable and displaying
the kind of administrative responsibility he be-
lieves ought to be reflected in the attitude of mod-
ern tertiary institution.

I do not suppose he will do that. He would not
be big enough. He has the heat of Ray Clohessy
and his band around his neck.

Mr Pearce: They are demanding a representa-
tive on the inquiry and I am refusing to give them
one.

Mr PETER JONES: I am aware of that. I read
it in the paper. The Minister still has the pressure
of Ray Clohessy on him; the fact that he is not on
the inquiry is no defence. The Minister is not
going to tell me Ray is not putting pressure on
him?

Mr Pearce: He is not.

Mr PETER JONES: Go on with you!

The Minister should try to go back to square
one, clean up the mess, and start again. If he puts
up a constructive proposal and talks about it to the
university senate and the other institutions, he will
find that that is a better way to achieve what
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might be in his mind than by the ridiculous situ-
ation that has developed so far.

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Minister for Edu-
cation) [4.05 p.m.]: This is the second amendment
to the Address-in-Reply that the Opposition has
moved this session, so one would have to consider
this to be the second or third most i mportant item
on its political agenda. The people of Western
Australia ought to be aware that the Opposition is
so bereft of ideas about the great policy directions,
issues, and questions before the State that it has to
spend an afternoon of the Parliament's time on an
item which the vice-chancellor of the university
has described as a storm in a teacup.

Mr Clarko: You created the problem.

Mr PEARCE: The issues raised by the Oppo-
sition are not particularly significant. When a con-
flict arises, there is the Opposition, a week late,
sniffing at the heels and hoping for a little political
advantage.

Mr Peter Jones: It is in The Australian and The
West Australian.

Mr PEARCE: Does that not illustrate the point
that the opposition to anything going on in this
State is coming from the media? This Government
is so strongly entrenched and the Opposi tion is so
weak and bereft of ideas that any challenge to
moves the Government is making comes from the
media.

Mr Clarko: I asked you a question last week.

Mr PEARCE: I thought the licking the member
got on that occasion would have dissuaded him
from trying again.

Here we are 11/ weeks after the event and the
Opposition has thought, "Here is an issue and it is
the third most important matter we have to deal
with in this State", rather than deal with
unemployment, the economy, or the Govern-
ment's plans for building employment in this State
and setting our future on a rosy path. All the
Opposition can seek to argue about is whether the
Minister for Education is using strong language in
public towards the UWA when he should be using
soft language in private.

It is worse than that because two of the three
Opposition speakers are former Ministers for Edu-
cation who spent a good part of their time desper-
ately trying to lean on the UWA to toe the line in
regard to their repressive legislation on student
guilds. One of them, the member for Karrinyup,
was totally unsuccessful in his efforts to get any
change out of UWA.

Mr Clarko: I never abused them publicly; you
do it every day.

Mr PEARCE: It is not my practice to pressure
privately those institutions over which I do not
have some legal authority, and try to bring other
forms of pressure to bear.

Mr MacKinnon: YOU pressure them publicly.
Mr PEARCE: The member for Narrogin is a

past master at that kind of private pressure,
and was equally unsuccessful. He has played a
hypocritical role here today. Only a few weeks ago
he was advising the Minister for Minerals and
Energy to make sure that a statutory body, the
SEC, was kept in control.

Mr Peter Jones: What is wrong with that?

Mr PEARCE: It is a statutory body, and that is
not the same as a Government department.

Mr Peter Jones: You had better read the Act.
The university is under the control of the Minister,
which the SEC is not.

Mr PEARCE: It is under control in other ways.
Any Minister for Education has considerable
ability to exercise pressure on any tertiary insti-
tution. The reason I have sought to do this pub-
licly and not privately-although obviously there
have been private discussions as well, and I will
outline some of them in a minute-is that the
issues I raised are important for public debate.

Mr Clarko: Why did you use the language you
used, such as "completely irresponsible"?

Mr PEARCE: [ think the UWA was completely
irresponsible on that matter.

Mr Clarko: Why go on with those other abusive
remarks?

Mr PEARCE: I used the words "completely
irresponsible" because I thought that was the case.

Mr Clarko: What about "laughing stock of
Australia"?

Mr PEARCE: That w as in regard to keeping
Latin in the TAE list and dropping English.

I do not know how many members were present
when the member for Karrinyup spoke-there
were not too many-but I congratulate his col-
leagues on their wisdom in staying away during
his speech.

It was one of' the most vituperative comments I
have ever heard. The member for Karrinyup has
always called for calm and moderation. He calls
for calm and moderation in his loud, booming,
bullfrog voice, and lays his tongue to many
unparliamentary terms.

Mr Clarko: Which is something you do not do,
of course!

Mr PEARCE: I think it would be a fortunate
thing not to have the member for Karrinyup in the
House at all. I would be one of the more moderate

256



[Wednesday, I August 1984) 5

members of this House. Maybe the member for
Nedlands' personal manner is a little more moder-
ate and rational.

I was answering the argument until the honour-
able member started interjecting.

Mr Clarko: No you were not.

Mr PEARCE: I am perfectly prepared to
answer all the arguments.

Mr Bryce: The member for Nedlands is
probably a closet Labor man.

Mr PEARCE: He probably is. I have only 14
minutes. If I do not finish, I shall have to seek an
extension of time, It is not my intention to be
shouted down by members of the Opposition. It is
my intention to outline for the House all the cir-
cumstances so that members can understand what
is going on in this matter. There are three issues
involved, and all of them are of interest. The Op-
position has confused them all with the question of
the review Senate of the University of Western
Australia. I will discuss the senate first because it
was the first matter raised.

Not long after I became the Minister for Edu-
cation, an approach was made to me by the non-
academic staff association or the salaried officers'
association of the university. That organisation
wanted a representative of its association on the
senate, in conformity with the arrangements that
existed in each of the other three tertiary insti-
tutions. I agreed with that. As a matter of cour-
tesy, I wrote to the university senate and sought its
opinions. I said "as a matter of courtesy", because
the decision about who was to be on the university
senate is not a decision for the university. It is a
decision for this House.

Mr Clarko: It is a decision for both Houses.

Mr PEARCE: Yes, a decision for both Houses
because the structure of the senate is determined
by legislation and the rights and prerogatives are
the rights and prerogatives of Parliament. How-
ever, as a matter of courtesy, I requested infor-
mation about the senate's attitude on this matter
so that that attitude could be given consideration.
The senate took some time to answer that request.
The member said that it took about I8 months. I
think it was a little closer to 12 months.

Mr Clarko: The study started before your time;
it started in 1982.

Mr PEARCE: Maybe it did.

Mr Clarko: That is the second point you have
been wrong about.

Mr PEARCE: I am not saying that I have been
wrong.

Mr Clarko: Tell the truth.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr PEARCE: The senate's response to my ap-

proach ted me to believe that it had considered the
matters that I had suggested. I do not care
whether I had started looking at its structure in
1982 or in 1983. The university's reply to me led
me to come to an inaccurate conclusion. However,
that is the information that was put to me. The
university made a couple of other requests. I did
not agree with them, and rather than my making a
judgment, I agreed to the mechanism of
establishing a review of the structure of all the
senates and councils of tertiary institutions.

Mr Peter Jones: Who proposed it? You said you
had.

Mr PEARCE: I proposed it. It was my idea.
Mr Peter Jones: You agreed with yourself.
Mr PEARCE: I do all the time, as do many

other members. So I proposed to do that. I dis-
cussed it with Professor Street. At the time, I
decided that that was the approach to take. Then,
the whole question of the university's acceptance
or otherwise of the McGaw report came up, and it
was a matter of some controversy in some
universities. I think it is no secret that the
universities will accept most of it. However, UWA
was reluctant about many of the reforms that were
suggested. It was particularly reluctant to make
decisions about the reforms in a short space of
ti me.

Rather than announce that inquiry, I held off
making an announcement at that time, rather than
its appearing that I was putting pressure on the
university over the McGaw report. That was some
months ago. I was due to announce the inquiry a
little further down the track.

The problem with WAIT and its investment
policy then blew up. I will deal with that because
it bears on the relationship between the tertiary
institutions and this House as well as the Govern-
ment. By saying "this House", I am referring to
the Public Accounts Committee. I will refer to
correspondence between the Chairman of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee and me, because it relates
to the whole issue. It is crucial to the attitude that
I have taken to the tertiary institutions.

I held off announcing the inquiry so that it
would not be seen as a response to the difficulties
that I was having with WAIT at that time. When
things went quiet, the university accepted the
McGaw proposals and I established the member-
ship of the inquiry. I prepared the documents,
including the letter to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, for release on Sunday of the week before
last. Unfortunately, one of the persons it was
hoped to appoint to the committee could not be
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contacted to gain his acceptance of the appoint-
ment and I had to hold the release over for two
days.

On the first of those two days, the university
senate rejected English from the TAE list, in con-
flict with the previous agreement that had been
made and the whole thing blew up there. How-
ever, at that stage I had established a time-frame
for reporting by 30 November, and the announce-
ment of the committee had been held over for
several months already. I saw no purpose in delay-
ing the announcement again. I therefore
announced it at that point.

It is wrong for the Opposition to suggest that
this inquiry is anything other than a timely review
of the constitution of tertiary bodies. Frankly, I
am astounded that the Opposition can come out,
in advance of any indication of what might be on
that review, to defend an entrenched position of
the current structure of the university senate. Do
the members of the Opposition know that, under
the legislation which established the senate, there
is perforce a position, by co-option, reserved for a
former member of the armed forces of Australia?

Mr Clarko: Of course we know that.

Mr PEARCE: I fail to see why a provision
which may have been totally appropriate during
World War I or possibly during World War HI is
appropriate at this stage.

Mr Clarko: We don't need an inquiry to solve
that. Just a simple amendment will do.

Mr PEARCE: When I used terms like
"archaic" to describe the structure of the univer-
sity senate, that is the kind of thing to which I am
referring. It was established a long time ago. It is
time it was reviewed. That is my intention.

I will deal with the issues one at a time. My
time is running out. I intend to seek an extension
of time to deal with the other matters. If Oppo-
sition members want to keep debating this matter,
I can go on all day.

Mr Clarko: Don't give me that childish rubbish!

Mr PEARCE: That is the situation with regard
to the review, but I am appreciative of the auton-
omy of tertiary institutions. I resolved earlier, be-
cause there was a Government member on the
committee, to write to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to invite him to nominate a member to the
inquiry.

The member for Karrinyup used insulting
language in pre-empting his leader's position be-
cause the Leader of the Opposition has not replied
to me yet.

Mr Clarko: That was the same position last
Thursday-you came out with the public
statement before we got the letter.

Mr PEARCE: I said in the public statement
that I would be inviting the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to nominate a person to that committee.
That is quite a significant shift in attitude. When I
was shadow Minister for Education for three years
and spokesman for education for two or three
years before that, I was never once invited to par-
ticipate in any committee or inquiry into edu-
cation.

Mr Clarko: Why did you choose this one, and
why not the Beazley committee?

Mr PEARCE: The Beazley committee will not
lead to legislation. The structure of the Senate of
the University of Western Australia is, as I said,
basically a matter for the prerogative of this Par-
liament. Under those circumstances-I thought it
would be appropriate for the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to be asked to nominate somebody to that
inquiry. If the member for Karrinyup is truly re-
flective of the Leader of the Opposition's position,
I will not be issuing invitations for the Opposition
to be involved again. An effort was made by this
Government, consonant with our whole approach
to consensus, to try to arrive at a bipartisan atti-
tude on these matters.

Mr Clarko: What about the Mecaw inquiry?
Why did you not put someone from the Oppositon
on it?

Mr PEARCE: It will not lead to legislation.
Incidentally, I am told that the Heazley committee
actually had a member of the Liberal Party edu-
cation committee on it. I was subjected to some
criticism in the Labor Party for not including
somebody from the Labor Party education com-
mittee and for including somebody from the Lib-
eral Party on it.

Mr Clarko: Because that person was a member
of the Liberal Party education committee. Is that
what you are saying? You are trying to mislead
the House. That person was not representing the
Liberal Party.

Mr PEARCE: I was told that there was a mem-
ber of the Liberal Party on that committee. I did
not say the person represented the Liberal Party.
What I said was that among the people I
appointed to the Beazicy committee was a mem-
ber of the Liberal Party education committee.

Mr Clarko: I guess you do not know the facts
are wrong.

Mr PEARCE: When I appointed the people I
was unaware that any of them had been or were
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members of the Liberal Party education com-
mittee.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PEARCE: I do not care what a person's
politics are as long as he has the expertise in the
area concerned. I am not asking questions about
the politics of the people involved, In fact, I
resisted approaches from the Labor Party to in-
clude a member of the Labor Party's education
committee as a right to balance that up.

Mr Clarko: Are you saying there were no Labor
members on the Beazicy inquiry.

Mr PEARCE: I have explained the situation
perfectly clearly. I do not know whether that was
so or not because I did not inquire into people's
politics. I am saying that so much is it the case
that I did not inquire into the politics that I was
not aware that a member of the Liberal Party
education committee was a member of that body.
That is neither here nor there.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Clarko: Do not change what you just said in
Hansard because we shall look it up!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There are
now some four minutes left of the Minister's 20
minute period. I doubt whether, during the last 16
minutes. he has spoken for more than eight min-
utes. I hope that for the last four minutes of his
speech the interjections will, perhaps not necess-
arily cease, but at least become less frequent.

Extension of Time
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: In view of your comments,

Mr Deputy Speaker, and the suggestion by the
Minister for Education that he has not had suf-
ficient time to complete his speech, I move-

That the Minister for Education's time be
extended by a further 15 minutes.

Motion put and
ing result-

Mr Bateman
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mrs Buchanan
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson

a division taken with the follow-

Ayes 26
Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr 1. F. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Mr Gordon Hill

(Teller)

Mr Bradshaw
Mr Clarko
Mr Court
Mr Crane
Mr Grayden
Mr Hassell
Mr Peter Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon

Ayes
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Parker
Mr A. D. Taylor
Mr Wilson

Noes 18
Mr McNee
Mr Mensaros
Mr Old
Mr Rushton
Mr Spriggs
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Pairs
Noes

Mr O'Connor
Mr Coyne
Mr Blaikie
Mr Thompson

(Teller)

Motion thus passed.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed

Mr PEARCE: If!I may proceed without inter-
jections I will probably finish in a shorter time
than is allowed in the time extension.

Several members interjected.

Mr Clarko: If the Minister will give an under-
taking not to interject in future, we will undertake
that too.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I know that
members on both sides of this House can take
exception to the situation which has recently
arisen. However, at least for the first couple of
minutes of the current speech I ask members to
refrain from interjecting and I am sure we will
then make progress.

Mr PEARCE: I have covered the position of the
review. I now refer to the position of the Govern-
ment and the Minister for Education with regard
to tertiary institutions. I point to the situation
which arose with regard to WAIT and its invest-
ment policy. The line of accountability between
tertiary institutions and the Minister for Edu-
cation is fairly shadowy in legal terms. I was asked
to comment on a situation that arose when WAIT
prosecuted for the return of mortgage investments.
It was not answering Press inquiries about the
nature of the investments. I asked WAIT for a
report on its investment and financing and
received a reply querying my right to seek such a
report. The people at WAIT showed a disincli-
nation to provide other than a narrow range of'
details. I wonder whether the Opposition would be
satisfied with that situation; that is, WAIT's
unaccountability to the degree that not even a
Minister of the Crown, a representative of Parlia-
ment, is able to seek from WAIT indications of
where it is spending its funds.

Mr Peter Jones: Was that spending or invest-
ment?
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Mr PEARCE: It does not matter whether it was
spending or investment. In this case it was invest-
ment. I would be fascinated to hear the views of
members of the Opposition on this point. WAIT
declined to give me further details, and it then
went to the extent of giving g- 'ater detail to The
West Australian than had b a provided to me
because it saw that the institution was being
4amaged in public as a result of its refusal to
provide the information to me. Subsequently, be-
cause of the attitude I took, it agreed publicly that
it had been in error and it virtually apologised.
WAIT also provided a more detailed statement.

An interesting point arose from the detailed
statement sent to me. Members of the House
should be aware that I sent a copy of the
statement to the Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee and that statement was much more
detailed than the information which had pre-
viously been given to the Public Accounts Com-
mittee by WAIT. That is to say, information on
WAIT investments and investment policy had not
been revealed to the Public Accounts Committee
of this Parliament. I think any member of Parlia-
ment would take that as a very serious matter
indeed.

Mr MacKinnon: What did the Public Accounts
Committee do about it?

Mr PEARCE: It wrote to me and I provided the
details.

MrT 1. F. Taylor: The committee has now
received the information.

Several members interjected.

Mr Watt: In defence of WAIT, when the infor-
mation was sought, it had a legitimate reason for
declining to provide it. It misundlerstood why the
question had been put.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Albany may say
that, but that is not the case.

Several members interjected.

Mr PEARCE: I shall be fascinated to hear the
member for Narrogin demonstrate the lack of con-
cern the Opposition has about the accountability
in regard to hundreds of millions of dollars which
come from the public purse.

I have taken a series of steps to ensure a level of
accountability of tertiary institutions for the com-
munity funds that they use. Obviously those steps
have been resisted somewhat more firmly by some
institutions than others. I expect the Opposition,
looking for short-term political advantage, will
leap to the defence of those institutions; but they
will not be looking to the good of the State, of the
public funds, of the community, or the powers,

rights, and responsibilities of this Parliament, in
taking that view.

That bears quite correctly on the business of the
McGaw report and the attitude of the University
of Western Australia to the tertiary admissions
examination subjects. It is crucial to the McGaw
report that it must be implemented properly by all
of the institutions for the good of all the students
who go through the secondary education system of
this State. That is for the good of the State be-
cause of the way OUr education system has an
ability to produce students who have the skills and
qualifications which are necessary for the econ-
omic advancement of the State. That is the basis
of the McGaw report and the Beazley report.We
should do something about the education system
to raise the skill level of our school graduates to
help improve the economy of the State, to help
improve employment, and to provide improve-
ments in the other areas which are of such great
concern to the Government and of so little concern
to the Opposition.

If those measures are to work properly, it is
crucial that there be a proper balance between the
academic steps that one must take if one wishes to
preserve the option of tertiary entrance qualifi-
cations and the vocational, practical-based studies
which it is essential for students to take if they are
to preserve the option of entry to the work force.
As well as the McGaw report there has been a
range of discussions including a literacy summit
which I convened in the Education Department, to
discuss the way in which this would work in prac-
tice. We came very close to consensus on the issue.

On the basis of the consensus, we needed to put
a limit on the tertiary selection process, and we
needed an agreement about the subjects which
would count for tertiary selection. The University
of Western Australia, once that consensus position
was reached and accepted by the other insti-
tutions, sought to vary it quite substantially by
removing English from the list. In effect that
would force students who wished to preserve the
option of entry to the UWA to include four main
academic subjects, leaving them two subjects
which they could include for other purposes if they
wished to be accepted by other institutions.

Mr Clarko: But English is a perfectly accept-
able subject to me.

Mr PEARCE: It is acceptable to me, to
Murdoch University, to the Western Australian
Institute of Technology, and to the Western
Australian College of Advanced Education. It will
be a perfectly acceptable subject to UWA in 1987.

Mr Clarko: People pass English at present with-
out studying any of it.
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Mr PEARCE: That demonstrates the extent to
which the former Minister for Education is un-
aware of the moves which have been taken to alter
this situation. The arrangements we have made
are satisfactory to all of the other tertiary insti-
tutions, but that is not the basic point. The ques-
tion is the one that the editor of The West
Australian missed in his editorial. I wrote to him
pointing out his crucial error in the editorial, but
he did not see fit to print my letter.

I am quite confident we will see acceptance of
the McGaw proposal for a common list of subjects
for all tertiary institutions in the second year of
operation of the McGaw system. I say that quite
confidently, based on the discussions I have had
privately with the tertiary institutions in this
State. In a couple of weeks, I will formally con-
vene a meeting of the heads of the tertiary insti-
tutions to decide the mechanisms that will operate.
I am confident that we will reach the consensus
and agreement which I am seeking and which I
believe all the tertiary institutions are seeking to
make the system work properly.

It is unfortunate that there has been a hiatus in
the first year-a less than completely satisfactory
situation. The situation in 1985 and thereafter will
nevertheless be much more beneficial to the
students than would have been the case if we had
not been elected and if the member for Karrinyup
had continued as the Minister for Education.
Nothing would have changed in the education
system, and we would have continued to battle on
with an education system which was 20 years out
of date.

Mr Clarko: Do not mislead the House.

Mr PEARCE: That was the basis of the dis-
agreement with the UWA; and the bottom line of
the disagreement was the fact that the universi ty
arbitrarily decided on what was to constitute the
list of subjects which would count for tertiary en-
trance to the UWA. The university was not pre-
pared to be open to the discussions we had.

Now we are setting in place discussions which
will ensure that the tertiary institutions will, be-
tween themselves, decide what subjects will count
for tertiary admission. I hope they will agree on a
common list so that there is no difference between
the institutions and the subjects they accept. That
will meet the crucial part of the McGaw re-
port-that is to say, one will be able to compete
for tertiary entrance on the basis of three tertiary
admission subjects. Once we have that situation I
will be Perfectly happy that the McGaw
recommendations will be 100 per cent in place.

I am disappointed that the full
recommendations will not be in place for students

graduating from high school at the end of 1986.
The full recommendations will be in place at the
end of the 1987 school year.

The university and I would differ on the extent
to which the public debate of the last week has
contributed to moves within the university to help
bring that about. Nevertheless, my belief is that
this question does not touch only the tertiary
institutions, but also it touches the 70 per cent of
the students who go through secondary education
and never go near a tertiary institution. They are
the people upon whom, to a large measure, the
economic future of our State and our prosperity
depend. It is important that they receive the best
kind of education.

I have approached this matter on the basis of
not seeking to interfere with the autonomy of the
tertiary institutions, but I am seeking to ensure
that the decision-making process is not vested in
the tertiary institutions. They totally dominate
decision-making at the upper secondary level; but
it is no longer proper, in our State, that that
should be the case.

Discussions are proceeding to ensure that those
purposes are met. It is in the best interests of
everyone now that the area of public debate has
been defined and that, to a large measure,
agreement has been reached. Consensus is possible
if those discussions continue in a calm, rational,
and unhurried manner. Of course, the Opposition
was probably aware of those discussions and it has
rushed into the Parliament this afternoon to try to
pre-empt the normal processes of discussion before
final decisions are reached.

In a very short time, the Government has
brought about the most significant educational
changes that have been made in the history of this
State. The people will be grateful for decades to
come for those changes. It has not been possible to
do much to bring about that level of change across
such a wide range of education involving so many
people without a few contretemps along the way.
Those contretemps are relatively few-

Mr Clarko: Are you apologising?

Mr PEARCE: No. I am saying I would have
preferred that some of them had not occurred.
Nevertheless, in my view they were a necessary
part of the process. We are almost at the end of
the process, and I am of the view that the public
contretemps are best left in the past and forgotten.
They are not likely to be a part of future
discussions.

In those circumstances I am quite confident
that the House will reject the amendment because
it will not assist the education system of this State.
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Amendment put
following result-

Mr Bradshaw
Mr Clarko
Mr Court
Mr Crane
Mr Grayden
Mr Hassell
Mr Peter Jones
Mr Lauranoce
Mr MacKinnon

Mr Bateman
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mrs Buchanan
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Cart
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson

and a division taken with the

Ayes 18
Mr McNee
Mr Mensaros
Mr Old
Mr Rushton
Mr Spriggs
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

(Teller)
Noes 26

Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr 1. F. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Mr Gordon Hill

(Teller)
Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr O'Connor Mr Brian Burke
Mr Coyne Mr Parker
Mr Blaikie Mr A. D. Taylor
Mr Thompson Mr Wilson
Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [4.43 p.m.]: I
welcome the opportunity to contribute to this
Address-in- Reply to be delivered to His Excel-
lency the Governor, and in opening I wish him
well in his new position and trust that he will carry
out all his duties as representative of the Queen. I
am sure he will do so with great honour and dig-
nity and to the best of his ability, but it concerns
me that a number of changes to his duties may be
made either by him or by the Government,
changes which would not be in accord with the
wishes of the Queen herself. For that reason I will
be watching the way in which he carries out his
duties.

This debate gives a member the opportunity to
raise matters of importance to his electorate, and
it is very appropriate that today I should mention
a matter of great significance to my own elector-
ate of Gascoyne and particularly to the town of
Carnarvon.

The Government has decided that today, I
August 1984, will be the day on which it hands
back the health powers to the Shire of Carnarvon,
powers it removed last December when the shire
was unceremoniously sacked. Therefore, today is a

good day on which to reflect on that whole sorry
affair.

The Carnarvon Shire Council was sacked on 20
December 1983 following a health inquiry report
tabled in the Parliament by the Minister for
Health and a later announcement indicating the
sacking by the Minister for Local Government.

Mr Bryce: This sounds like "Blue Hills".

Mr LAURANCE: This episode will come back
to haunt the Government year after year. This is
the sequel to the sacking.

That inquiry into the health affairs of the
Carnarvon Shire Council recommended that the
Government should remove the shire's health
powers for two years. The Government decided
not to do that; instead, it decided to go much
further and sack the entire council.

Mr Jamieson: You had a major river since then
which cleaned the place up a lot.

Mr LAURANCE: That was through divine in-
tervention; it had nothing to do with the Govern-
ment.

Mr Tray: Wasn't it due to you?

Mr LAURANCE: Yes, I do claim some small
part.

After the sacking, a commissioner was
appointed to the shire for five months until such
time as elections for a new council took place.
Commissioner Parks was appointed, and I have
said publicly in this House previously that he did a
good job; he proved to be an excellent adminis-
trator.

As it turned out, he did his job so well that he
embarrassed this Government which had
appointed him, because he pointed out to the
people of Carnarvon and to the Government that
it would be a travesty of justice were the health
powers not returned to the Shire of Carnarvon
when the new council was elected. He told the
ratepayers of Carnarvon that he had approached
his own Minister to indicate that it would be inap-
propriate for those health powers not to be
returned to the new council.

The Government was embarrassed by the at-
tacks I made on it in Parliament and then by its
own commissioner, because it said, "We will not
hand back the health powers to the new council on
5 May, but we will shorten the period to about
August". The Government was sufficiently em-
barrassed to shorten the time, but it was not man
enough to admit it had made a mistake, a terrible
error; and neither was it prepared to do the right
thing and hand back the health powers on 5 May
when the new council was elected.
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The Minister for Local Government had the
temerity last Friday to go to Carnarvon for the
opening of a building commissioned by the former
council and to tell everyone, "Wonderful news.
We will hand back your health powers on I
August". The people of Carnarvon are not very
grateful at all. Instead of its being a day for rejoic-
ing at getting back the powers held by all other
councils, we consider it a sick joke. We consider it
a sad and sorry day to Find that the Government
has only now finally got around to admitting it
was wrong and being prepared to return the health
powers to the council. The Government has gone
to extraordinary lengths to brag about this com-
plete travesty of justice in the field of local govern-
ment.

The Government acted in the way if did for two
reasons. The first was to upset the status quo,
because the council was seen to be a conservative
body which backed its local member of Parlia-
ment, a member who currently sits on this side of
the Chamber. It wanted to upset that balance to
see whether it could obtain some political advan-
tage.

The second reason for the Government's action
was ideological, because it wanted to try to change
the pastoral representation on the Shire of
Carnarvon. It sacked the council for health
reasons and then it moved in on ideological
grounds to upset an arrangement that had been
negotiated many years previously, an arrangement
which gave pastoralists in the area a certain
agreed representation on the shire. That represen-
tation was cut from four members to one mem-
ber-another travesty of justice.

The Minister is not entirely to blame, although
he does have to take the rap for that happened. I
believe it was the politically-motivated ministerial
adviser who came up with this stunt who is really
to blame. To its shame, the Government accepted
the idea.

Mr Hodge: Do you think the Commissioner of
Health was politically motivated?

Mr LAURANCE: The Government said it
would remove the health powers from the council
for two years and then it went on to sack the
council. The Minister's officers did not agree to
that. The department has leaked like a sieve and
indicated that its own inquiry was never intended
to lead to the sacking of the council. The Minister
for Health should check what is said in the corri-
dors of his own department.

Mr Hodge: You are trying to pretend there was
no major health hazard.

Mr LAURANCE: The exercise certainly did
not achieve the Government's objectives. It did not

achieve the objective of upsetting the status quo,
because fortunately a good 'council has come out
of all this mess, a fact which will be in no way to
the advantage of this Government.

Secondly, the Government achieved its objective
of changing the pastoral representation. This was
quite wrong. In its unfairness, the Government has
reduced that representation. The pastorafists ask
that it be increased from one to two. People from
the Minister's own party will be cheering from the
roof tops if this is done. He knows that some were
against that initiative, because it was quite wrong.

I want to move on to the point now that the
health powers are back as from today. Now, we
have the cleaning up which is the job of the people
of Carnarvon. What is the cost of this whole exer-
cise? The cost to the Carnarvon Shire Council is
$126 000.

That cost will have to be footed by the rate-
payers of Carnarvon, and that is the reason I am
dealing with this matter during the Address-in-
Reply debate.

There is no such thing as a free lunch; someone
will have to pay the additional cost imposed on
that council by this Government. I will list those
costs and how they came about.

A commissioner was appointed for a period of
six months-from late December last year to early
May this year. His costs amounted to $25 000. He
had an arrangement where he could fly back to
Perth from Carnarvon regularly. I do not blame
him for that, because he has a family in Perth and
he came out of retirement to do the job at the
request of the Government. It is understandable
that he should wish to return to Perth. The cost of
the manpower of the commissioner was $25 000
for six months. In addition, during that period the
sum of $15 000 was required for relieving health
surveyors. Almost every month during that six
month period a different health surveyor, with
different expertise, was sent to the town. In other
words, those health surveyors were sent at the
direction of the Commissioner of Health. He took
up the responsibility, not the tab. The Carnarvon
ratepayers are being asked to pay that $ 15 000 for
the cost of relieving health surveyors. That means
a total of $40 000, so far.

Mr Hodge: Perhaps the levy should be put on
the corrupt councillors who caused this.

Mr LAURANCE: The Minister is still continu-
ing to defame them.

Mr Court: Who was corrupt?

Mr Hodge: Those councillors who caused a
health problem in Carnarvon.
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Mr LAUJRANCE: The Minister should be
ashamed of himself. He should wash his mouth
out with soap and water.

To satisfy the Commissioner of Health, in ad-
dition to the two health surveyors already in
Carnarvon, a third was appointed as a senior
health surveyor. A senior health surveyor was en-
gaged by the Commissioner of Health. However,
the senior health surveyor said, "I must go on my
terms, and I will outline them to the Shire of
Carnarvon". Because of the trouble, the Govern-
ment would only accept a very senior man and the
Carnarvon Shire Council had to employ him on
his terms.

First of all, the senior man said the existing
house was not adequate and that he needed a new
house. The council had to buy a new house at a
cost of $70 000. The senior man then said that a
few things were missing from the house, so
another $5 000 had to be spent on it. That meant a
total of $75 000 for a home for the senior health
surveyor. He then said he needed a new vehicle; he
could not use an identical vehicle to the ones used
by the other surveyors because he was a senior
man! The shire paid $I1000, after sales tax de-
ductions, for a new vehicle. Incidental costs were
involved, but I have not calculated them. I have
calculated the direct costs, but obviously the coun-
cil must meet indirect costs. The direct costs are
now $126000. Where will the shire go from
there? Obviously, in all fairness the money should
come from the people who caused the problem, the
people who dismissed the council.

The Minister for Local Government, who is the
arch criminal in all this, said that the money could
come from the Local Government assistance
funds. When the council asked him, he said, "No
it will not come from that fund, I will help you go
to the Treasury". He said he would help the coun-
cil with the Premier. When the Budget is con-
sidered for this year I hope that an allowance will
be made for that council. This Government caused
the problem, for a purely political motive, so it
should front up with the money.

The Premier has a pain in the back at the mo-
ment, but we will see him when he is better, and I
will remind him that he must make an allowance
in the Budget for this amount.

Mr Bryce: Will you give us more of this in the
Budget session?

Mr LAURANCE: The house provided for the
health surveyor is an asset to the shire, so if that
amount were deducted from the total, it would
leave $51 000 which the Government should pro-
vide for the Shire of Carnarvon. It should provide
also a $50 000 ex gratia payment as recompense to

the ratepayers of the Shire of Carnarvon for what
they have been put through in recent months. A
minimum of $50 000 should be made available to
them as compensation.

Mr Bateman: Is that job still available?

Mr LAURANCE: I am sure the member for
Canning would have done just as good a job. I am
not knocking the man who did the job; he is a
senior man.

Several members interjected.

Mr LAURANCE: I wish I had the time to
indulge these interjectors. The Government should
make an ex gratia payment to the ratepayers be-
cause they will suffer more if that payment is not
made.

Let us consider the hypocrisy of the Govern-
ment if that does not occur. First, the Minister
wrote recently to the shire asking it to please en-
sure that any rate increase it may contemplate be
kept to less than 7.5 per cent. The Government has
said that it is trying to keep costs down this year. I
suggest that it is riding on the back of Bob Hawke
for an early election and it is trying to keep prices
down artificially. The Minister is asking the Shire
of Carnarvon to keep the increases down to less
than 7.5 per cent so as to not draw attention to the
actions of himself and his Government.

The Minister asked the shire to keep the in-
crease to 7.5 per cent, but if the Government does
not have to meet the added health cost it could not
be kept down. If the Government pays an amount
of $50 000, the shire may be able to keep the
increase to 7.5 per cent.

The Government has written a hypocritical let-
ter to the shire in order to get it to keep the
increase down to 7.5 per cent. I credited the Min-
ister with having more commonsense than that.

The second area in which the Government was
hypocritical involves the Port Hedland Shire
Council. Recently the Commissioner of Health
told the council that because it had a population of
14 000, it was no longer appropriate for the shire
to have one health surveyor only and that he, as
Commissioner of Health, believed that if a shire
has more than 8 000 people it should have at least
two health inspectors. That letter was written by
this Government through a departmental head
and through the corrupt Minister for Health. He
has shown that he is the only corrupt person
around in this case.

The Minister's departmental bead sent a letter
to Carnarvon's neighbouring north-west shire,
requesting that it should appoint a second health
inspector because its population is 14 000. How-
ever, the Carnarvon Shire Council which has
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8 000 residents and which had two health inspec-
tors, but now has three because of actions taken by
this Government, was sacked by the Government.
It is unbelievable that a Government can go to
these lengths.

The Government must admit that it is totally
wrong and has embarked on an exercise which has
backfired. It should say to the Shire of Carnarvon
that two health inspectors are enough and it
should make an ex gratia payment to that shire.

Mr Peter Jones: And sack the Port Hedland
Shire!

Mr LAURANCE: If the Government were con-
sistent that is what it would do. The Government
gets no credit from its actions. It could have re-
moved the health responsibility from the
Carnarvon Shire Council-that was the
recommendation from those people who conducted
the health inquiry. However, the Government
stuck the boots in and went further and sacked the
council.

Mr Tonkin: What was the motivation to sack
the Shire of Carnarvon?

Mr LAURANCE: [ have gone through that.

Mr Bryce: He has had an extension of time.

Mr MacKinnon: No, he has not.
Mr Bryce: Of course he did, the clock went

from 17 to 22!

Mr LAURANCE: No credit can be given to the
Government on this matter. It was a sorry day,
and it was unfortunate to see the bitterness which
was expressed publicly to me by many people in
the Carnarvon area when the Minister attended
the opening of a new building and made a mock
announcement about the health power being
returned to the town earlier than it was intended;
that is, on I August. It was the Minister for Local
Government's first visit to that town since his
Government has been in office and yet, from 600
miles away he unceremoniously sacked the
Carnarvon Shire Council.

Mr Court: Did he not talk to them before they
were sacked?

Mr LAURANCE: No, his visit to that town last
Friday was his first visit as the Minister for Local
Government.

Mr Peter Jones: He went back and said, "I am
from the Government and I am here to help you."

Mr LAURANCE: A neighbouring shire to the
Shire of Carnarvon has told the Minister that he
would be welcome in its town as long as he visited
it as a private citizen and not in his capacity as
Minister for Local Government. It has said it
would be happy to see him and it would be only

too happy to give him a fishing line. That is a
sorry situation.

The town of Carnarvon will come out of it. A
new council has been elected and it is a good and
enthusiastic council. Despite what happened to the
previous council, the new council is prepared to
serve the community in a voluntary way. It gives
no credit to the current Government for what
happened and it is looking towards the Govern-
ment to treat it in a fair way and to make up for
what has occurred. It wants the cost of the ad-
ditional health Surveillance met by the Govern-
ment. That is the only way in which the Govern-
ment can come out of this with any sort of pro-
prietary.

Firstly, a minimum of $50 000 as an ex gratia
payment should be made to the shire by the
Government to compensate it for the additional
health burdens it has endured. Secondly, the
Government should amend the Local Government
Act to allow shires full control over the hiring,
firing, and activities, of health surveyors in their
shires. In that way, we may be able to ensure that
other shires are not put through the same dis-
graceful performance the Shire of Carnarvon was
put through.

it is not right that shires should have to meet
the expenses of employing health surveyors, but
have no control over employing or sacking them. If
the Government wants to stick its boots in and use
the powers of the Commissioner of Health to
make shires employ additional health sur-veyors,
the Government must pick up the tab. In all fair-
ness the situation should not apply where local
government authorities are forced to hire and pay
for health surveyors, but have no control over the
people whom they employ. It is an unsatisfactory
situation and the Government must come to some
deci sion. It must either remove the health powers
from all councils, employ health surveyors, and
provide vehicles, etc., in a similar manner to the
way in which traffic control is undertaken-that
is, the health surveyors will become the responsi-
bility of the State Government-or the shire coun-
cils should have complete control over the employ-
ment of health surveyors.

The question of holding the health inquiry in
the manner in which it was held should be
investigated. It was deficient. The Minister for
Health said it was deficient because there was no
way in which the inquiry could be conducted in
public and there was no way in which people could
give evidence under oath. Here we have a situation
where the Minister uses his parliamentary privi-
lege to call these people corrupt.
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Mr Bryce: Didn't you listen to your leader's
contribution in the Address-in-Reply?

Mr LAURANCE: No, I have more important
things to do in my electorate. I have made the
point in this House during debates that these
people were defamed and here again this evening
the same people have been defamed by the Minis-
ter. The whole council was sacked and some mem-
bers of that council did not have anything to do
with the health problems that surfaced. The coun-
cillors who had something to do with the problems
had done a lot of good for the town in a voluntary
capacity and do not deserve to be called corrupt
people. These people lost their jobs in local
government-one person after 20 years.

Several members interjected.
Mr Troy: How can anyone in council not have

respect?
Mr LAURANCE: They were not directly

involved in the matter which led to the inquiry, yet
they were all sacked. It is wrong that people can-
not defend themselves.

The Minister went on to talk about pecuniary
interests. We ask someone to stand for election for
a local authority and then serve in a voluntary
capacity and he is shot down in flames by an
inquiry which defames him. The report is tabled in
Parliament and there is no legal redress.

Leave aside Carnarvon and look at it purely as a
matter of fairness to the citizens of this State. It is
unfair to pillory people and defame them when the
evidence is taken in private. The inquirers went to
the councillors and said, "We will hear everything
in full"; and at the end they said, "I am sorry, we
have to catch a plane, we cannot discuss the de-
tails, we have to leave for Perth".

Mr Tonkin: Do you criticise Mrs Craig for that
reason?

Mr LAURANCE: The Minister has had his say
about that already. There could have been crimi-
nal activity in that case. There was no criminal
activity in the case of Carnarvon, but the members
were treated like criminals by an inquiry conduc-
ted-in private. The report was tabled in Parliament
because the Government's advice was that if it had
tabled a report like this anywhere else, successful
legal action would have been taken against the
Government. Further legal advice has been taken
now about that parliamentary privilege, and the
advice is that such an action might be successful,
but which of those men will risk a huge amount of
money to prove they were correct and what the
Government did was wrong? I hoped there might
be a legal challenge, but there will not be. If the
Government agreed to meet the costs of it there
would be an action.

Mr Jamieson: When did the Government meet
the costs of the member for Kimberley? It was not
this Government.

Mr Tonkin: It was only when you knew you had
lost that you agreed to pay the costs of Mr Ridge.

Mr LAURANCE: As far as defaming those
people is concerned, the Government should say if
it had had legal opinion from Queen's Counsel on
parliamentary privilege regarding these reports
tabled on 20 December. The Government should
allow those people to challenge it in the courts of
the land.

Finally, because my time is almost expired, I
want to raise the matter of pastoral represen-
tation. Representations have been made to this
Government to undo the wrong that was done
when there was no council, a wrong which was
carried through under the smokescreen of a health
inquiry. A change in pastoral representation from
four to one was made. This is a huge area of land.
The Minister knows, if there is any fairness at all,
those people should have at least two members to
represent them on the Shire of Carnarvon. Rep-
resentation must be increased from one to two.
This message has been given to the Minister by
people who are not particularly known to be Lib-
eral supporters. One of the councillors told this
Minister that he should give that pastoral rep-
resentation back, if he wants to be at all fair. This
ts a message from a person who is not known to be
a Liberal, The Government must do something
about it.

Leave to Continue Speech
MR COURT (Nedlands) [5.15 p.m.]: I seek

leave to continue my remarks at a later stage of
today's sitting.

Leave granted.
Debate thus adjourned.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

Sitting suspended from 6.03 to 7.17 p.m.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY

Motion
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the

Sitting.
MR COURT (Nedlands) [7.17 p.m.]: I begin

my comments in the Address-in-Reply debate by
congratulating the Governor on his appointment
to this high office. His work at the university
indicates that he will do a very good job in this
position.

I appreciate the opportunity in this debate to
cover some areas of concern I have in relation to
the financial institutions duty; the defence prob-
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lems that this State will be racing; and some local
issues in my electorate.

The financial institutions duty story has been a
sorry debacle. Leaving aside the argument of
whether it is a good tax-and I think everybody
would agree it is an unnecessary tax-there was
no need for the Government to introduce it.

Mr Hodge: There is no such thing as a good tax.

Mr COURT: The Minister's cigarette tax could
have provided the income required for last year's
Budget. As we have pointed out numerous times,
the tax has created many anomalies in the way it
is administered about these anomalies the Govern-
ment has failed to take action. A belated review
will now be carried out under the Minister for
Budget Management who has said there is no
realistic prospect of this duty being abolished.
Who is carrying out the review? The Government
said it would ask the private sector to look at the
operation of FID, but the review will be carried
out by an internal Government body. The private
sector, which has been the bunny to collect the
tax, has been left out of any review.

It is typical of this Government's neglect of the
business community that it ignores the very real
problems which this tax produces. Before the tax
was introduced, we predicted the problems which
would occur. After three months of this tax, we
went to a great deal of trouble to bring out a
detailed report which the Premier read. He
realised that some of the problems we outlined
were real. Six months after the tax was
introduced, we have the Minister for Budget Man-
agement saying the Government will start to look
into the problems. They were identified before the
tax was brought in, highlighted six months later,
but it will be a year before anything is done to try
to rectify any of the problems this tax has created.

This tax has knocked the inside out of what was
once a very strong short-term money market oper-
ation. This House should be aware that nine
months ago Perth had a larger short-term money
market than Brisbane. Now Brisbane has a con-
siderably larger money market than Perth, and
ours has declined considerably.

We do not hear anything from the Acting
Premier and the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment. He ignores those very real problems which
have arisen because of the decline in the money
market in this State.

Small business, for which he says he is doing
something, can no longer invest funds on the
short-term money market in this State. And why
is that? It is because when people invest funds, it
actually costs them more in tax than the interest
they earn on those funds.

The Acting Premier never discusses that. He
never says he is going to try to do something about
getting rid of that anomaly. All these small busi-
ness surpluses are sent straight to the east. Banks
and large and small companies here have easily
made the necessary arrangements for surpluses to
go out of this State. If they do not go out of this
State, they stay in current accounts where they do
not earn any interest. So the small business sector
is denied the interest it used to earn by investing
its funds on the money market.

What is the end result of this? With less money
available for people to borrow, lenders can afford
to charge higher rates. And this is a Government
which is talking about trying to help the business
community!

The supply and demand situation which has
arisen in this State means that the business com-
munity here has to pay one per cent more for its
funds than the same businesses pays in the Eastern
States.

What do we hear about that? Absolutely
nothing. It does not seem to worry the Govern-
ment here that these people have been denied ac-
cess to this form of money operation.

It was interesting when a recent survey
comparing Queensland and Western Australia be-
fore and after FID was introduced in this State.
What has happened in Queensland since we
introduced FID? The Queensland money market
activity has nearly trebled. That shows what sort
of activity is generated when one operates in a
FID-free environment.

We had that opportunity in Western Australia.
We could have been a FID-free State. With the
greed of the Labor Governments in New South
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, we could
have remained separate from those States and
gone along the same route Queensland has taken.
Queensland now has a money market which has
jumped past ours in size and activity. We have
missed a unique opportunity to establish Perth as
a major money-market centre in the Asian region.
The Acting Premier criticises the Opposition for
not doing anything to promote this State. He has
allowed to pass an ideal opportunity for Perth,
Western Australia, to become a major money-
market centre in the Asian region. To gain a few
extra dollars, the Government has brought the tax
in and ruined the short-termed money market.
The Government has lost the opportunity to build
up a whole new service industry.

Members have heard me speak many times on
the effects of and the problems arising from this
duty. It is one thing for the Government to ignore
it, but Governments should listen to the small
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business people, the big business people, and the
financial institutions. I am surprised the Govern-
ment has not come into this House with some form
of amendment to bring the duty down to a rate
which is at least comparable with that in other
States.

I should like to say a few words about the de-
fence situation in this State. What a shambles that
is! What a dangerous situation has arisen in this
State, where we have a working party of the West-
ern Australian branch of the ALP to determine
the most important aspect of Australian defence
policy.

Mr Jiamieson interjected.

Mr COURT: The member does not think it is
important.

Mr Tonkin: You said it was most important.
Now you say it is important.

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: Does the Minister support the
visits of US warships to this State being limited?

Mr Tonkin: We are talking about the difference
between "most important" and "important".

Mr COURT: I said that the visits of US war-
ships was the most important aspect of our de-
fence policy.

Several members interjected.

Mr Jamieson: Did the New South Wales
Government think that?

Mr Old: We are not talking about the New
South Wales Government. You asked that ques-
tion yesterday.

Mr Pearce: It does not matter whether there are
nine or 12 visits. That is a trivial detail.

Mr COURT: Is it not an important part? I am
saying it is.

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: The US Government has made it
very clear that if US warships are not allowed to
visit New Zealand or Australia, the ANZUS al-
liance is finished.

Mr Tonkin: They are allowed to visit Australia.

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: A working party of the Western
Australian branch of the ALP is now the group
which is going to tell Mr Hayden how many ships
can visit.

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: We are very near to destroying
our very close relationship with the United States.

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: We now have a situation where
the New Zealand Labour Government is not
allowing nuclear-powered warships to visit New
Zealand.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are 16 conver-
sations going on here.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr COURT: I have limited time this evening in
this debate. I will have to move on.

The State and Federal Governments are holding
discussions about the visits of US warships to
Australia and the future of the joint US-
Australian communications bases in this country.
There is a dangerous erosion of our defence capa-
bilities by making the US ships unwelcome. Mem-
bers should not say they have not been made un-
welcome. The Labor Party is arguing amongst
itself-the broad left, the mid left, and the left
faction-as to how many ships can come here. We
have also seen the New Zealand Labor Govern-
ment putting the ANZUS alliance at risk. The
Premier misled Western Australia by saying that
this State would not be involved in a discussion of
the limits on the visits of warships to this State,
yet we now have a committee from the State
working on that question. Mr Hayden revealed
that when he came here last week to formalise the
centre-left faction in this State.

A couple of days later, Mr Hayden said that the
future of communications facilities at North-West
Cape is at risk. I thought this Government wanted
to do something about the defence of the State;, I
thought the Government was talking about
updating our defences; but it seems that all its
actions are designed to wreck the defences.

If the Labor Party does not want the support of
the United States in times of need, it should say
so. Government members should have the guts to
stand up and say. "We don't want the US to
support us".

Mr Pearce: We do want the US to support us.

Mr COURT: Then the Government should ac-
cept the responsibility for obtaining that support.
Surely the Government does not think it is a one-
way thing.

Mr Pearce: There is no problem about that. It
does not mean we must have nuclear warships in
Fremantle harbour all the year.

Mr COURT: Does the Minister for Education
support visits by nuclear-powered warships?

Mr Pearce: Yes, as long as there are not too
many of them. That is precisely our position.
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Mr Clarko: Whatever that means-2 000
ships?

Mr COURT: The Government cannot have it
both ways. If it wants a friendly alliance with the
United States and it wants the US to help us out
in times of need, it must face up to the fact and
play its part by accepting its responsiblities.

I will now deal with my views on the casino
situation. Unfortunately, I was not here during the
casino debate, and I would like to put my views on
record. I am opposed to the establishment of a
casino in Western Australia; and I am disap-
pointed-

Mr Tonkin: What will the Yankee sailors do
without a casino?

Mr COURT: Does the Leader of the House
support the establishment of a casino?

Mr Tonkin: How did you guess?
Mr COURT: I think it is totally unnecessary.
Mr Tonkin: So are you.
Mr COURT: If the Government gave its

reasons, it would say it was doing it for the tourists
and the like, but that does not wash with me. It is
absolutely ridiculous,

Mr Wilson: That is the case put up by the
Queensland Government.

Mr COURT: I am putting my views on the
casino. Does the Minister for Mousing support the
casino in this State?

Mr Wilson: On the terms that are being
suggested, yes.

Mr COURT: Does the Minister support a ca-
sino in this State?

Mr Wilson: So what? What are you making of
that? I make up my own mind. I do not listen to
my father and repeat what he says.

Mr COURT: That is pretty clever. That is the
limit of the Minister's debating facilities.

Several members interjected.
Mr Tonkin: Do you not know what the Govern-

ment policy is?
Mr COURT: I know what the policy of the

Government is, but I am sure some people on that
side of the House do not support a casino.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: A casino in this State would make

it easier for organised crime to launder money. It
would attract more prostitution-

Mr Tonkin: Have you ever been to Ascot? Tney
gamble at Ascot, you know.

Mr COURT: And they take money from people
who cannot afford to lose it.

Mr Tonkin: Have you ever bought a lottery
ticket?

Mr COURT: The Government fully supports a
casino; and what is more, it supports putting that
casino-

A member: You supported illegal casinos. You
tolerated them.

Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: The Government asks: What did

the Liberal party do for this State when it was the
Government? It developed the State, did it not?

Mr Wilson: It allowed illegal casinos.
Mr COURT: Members of the Government sit

back and say, "We are now selling more iron ore
and alumina", but they have not done a thing for
that type of development.

Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: Members of the Government will

be able to stand down on the foreshore and say to
their children, "That casino there is on an area
that used to be a nice park by the river".

Mr Grill: It used to be a rubbish dump.
Mr COURT: It was a rubbish dump and it was

turned into a nice park. The Government will be
proud of the fact that it put a casino there
although not many Western Australians will use
it.

Mr Wilson: Your dad did a better job than this.
Mr COURT: Just a few tourists will come in

and spend their money there; but I would much
prefer to see Burswood Island left as open space so
that it is available for all the public.

Over the last three years, I have been trying to
have a small shed built for the sea scouts just by
the river near the casino Site. That proposal has
been knocked back time and time again. The
Speaker will have had dealings with the Bayswater
sea scouts who were trying to build on the fore-
shore. They went to their local member, but they
did not receive any assistance. I am not trying to
be political for once-

Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: In the end, a Labor politician and

some Liberal politicians tried to reach agreement
so the sea scouts could build their shed. Why were
they knocked back continually? Because or the
floodplains. TI. y could not build their shed any-
where near the water because of thenfoodplains.

Mr Mclver: You do not want them to drown?
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Mr COURT: It is all right for a casino to be
built there, 100 times the size of the shed for the
sea scouts!

If the Government persists in building a casino
on this site which is gazetted as "regional open
space-parks and recreation", I hope it takes into
account the power boat club that operates there. I
hope the Government does not try to get rid of it,
because it has been pushed from pillar to post
already. It has now found a base from which to
operate. I am concerned that as soon as a casino is
built there, the pressure will go on for that small
group of people to be shifted because they are too
noisy. If the Minister for Housing can sit back
smugly and say, "I support the building of a ca-
sino on the foreshore of Burswood Island"-

Mr Wilson: I said I will make up my own mind.
You can't; you have to listen to your father.

Mr COURT: -that is his decision.
Mr Wilson: It is my decision, but it is not yours.

You are in your father's pocket.

Mr Barnett: That hurts!

Mr COURT: That is a pretty clever comment
from the member from Rockingham. The Minis-
ter for Housing can abuse me and my father as
much as he likes. It goes in one ear and out the
other.

Now I will cover some issues in my electorate.
One of my main concerns in the Nedlands elector-
ate is connected largely with traffic problems.
Nedlands is a built-up area with a lot of through
traffic. This year we have of heard some very
serious accidents. Of most concern was the one
that occurred a few weeks ago in Mounts Bay
Road when ive people were killed.

A number of initiatives have been taken this
year. A roundabout was built on the corner of Bay
Road and Princess Road, just on the border with
the Cottesloc electorate. The East Claremont Pri-
mary School is most appreciative of the round-
about because the children can now travel far
more safely to and from school and have access to
the parks over the road without having the prob-
lem of crossing that very busy road.

We experience continued problems with ped-
estrian crossings, particularly on Stirling High-
way. We must find a better solution to make it
easier for children and adults to cross busy roads.
The Leader of the Opposition and I have made
representations to the Government about the lack
of crosswalk facilities outside the Claremont rail-
way station; and in the near future I hope some
arrangements can be made, because someone was
killed at that site a few months ago.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Is that a crosswalk?

Mr COURT: No, it is not; and at this stage it is
not manned. We just want it manned in the morn-
ings and the afternoons to make it safer. It is not
only traffic generated by the trains-there is not
much of that-but also the buses stop there, and it
adjoins the very busy shopping centre in Bay View
Terrace.

Generally, it is an easy drive along Mounts Bay
Road, but when there is a bit of rain, serious
accidents occur outside the old brewery. However,
the most recent accident was further around.
Although the curve seems simple enough, it is
quite easy to have a head-on smash on a busy road
like that because people tend to speed. I would like
to think we could find a solution to make roads
like that safer.

Idirect my next comment to the Minister for
Health. He is probably aware that I have written
to him asking for support for the Shenton Park
Senior Citizens Centre which was completed re-
cently. I add my support to the application by the
Subiaco City Council for funding under the
State's Grants (Home Care) Act. The great de-
mand for the facility has been demonstrated, and I
know funds are limited; but I ask the Minister to
give some sort of promise that in the next year or
so funds will be made available.

The Minister for the Arts knows that a number
of grants have been made available, particularly
through the Instant Lotteries. They have certainly
been appreciated by the groups in the electorate.
The Nedlands Music Association has recently
been advised that it can now purchase a new grand
piano. That is a very active association with a
number of orchestras and different types of bands.
One thing lacking is a good grand piano, and the
grant is certainly appreciated. It will be of benefit
to people right through the metropolitan area be-
cause the members of the association do not come
from Nedlands only.

Community groups and their leaders doing a lot
of work in the area tend to be neglected, but they
provide a wide range of community services for
people in all age groups.

I now move out of my electorate to raise a
problem of concern to me, relating to the lack of
action on the part of the member for Pilbara in
connection with the town of Cossack in her elec-
torate. Cossack is one of thc great tourist places in
the Pilbara. I have been going fishing there for
many years, and it is a nice old town. In fact, it is
one oF the few remaining old north-west towns.
Wool used to be loaded from the port and a
pearling industry operated there, However, there
has been a shortage of funds to upgrade the facili-
ties.
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The disturbing aspect is that since January this
year much of Cossack has been closed to tourists.
Many tourists go to Cossack to see some of the
State's history; and the courthouse in particular is
one of the big attractions. However, people cannot
see in it because it is locked up.

I know there is a domestic argument between
the Cossack project committee and the caretakers
of the courthouse. The member for Pilbara should
take a more active role and obtain the support of
the Government to sort out this problem. We are
now in the peak of the tourist season and the
people going there in tourist coaches are very dis-
appointed.

Mr Mclver: What makes you think she hasn't
done all that?

Mr COURT: Because eight months later it is
still closed. It is closed during the peak tourist
season. It is not catering for the demand.

I noted that tonight the Acting Premier decided
to go on the attack because someone had attacked
his abysmal performance and be thought this
meant that Western Australia was being attacked.
This House knows very well that that would be the
last thing I would want to do. The Acting Premier
must realise that he cannot hide from his own lack
of performance. The Acting Premier should be
proud that members of the Opposition get out and
about and travel overseas to ascertain what is
happening and how people are viewing Australia.

We want answers to questions such as why there
is no Yeelirrie, why the technology industry he
speaks so much about is not getting off the
ground, why US warships are not welcome here by
the ALP, why iron ore mines are being developed
in other countries and not being developed in the
member for Pilbara's electorate, why alumina
refineries and aluminium smelters are being
constructed in other countries by companies that
should be building them in this State, and why the
short-term money market in this State has been
brought to its knees.

Members opposite form the Government; it is
they who should perform. They must accept criti-
cism of their performance. It is only right that
members of the Government and of the Oppo-
sition should try to find out what the problems are.
The Government should not think that everything
is roses, because it is not. Things have stagnated in
this State. We have seen very little development in
the last couple of years, and neither side wants
that. We want the State to develop so that the
standard of living of all Western Australians can
improve. The Acting Premier should not think
that by making personal attacks on people he will
be able to hide his defects.

I hope I have covered the main areas of concern
to my electorate and other general concerns I
have.

MR DRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [7.48
p.m.]: I[take this opportunity to bring to the atten-
tion of Parliament, areas of concern to people in
my electorate, but before doing that I point out to
the Government that before it begins to call the
kettle black it should get its house in order, es-
pecially in the area of containing prostitution and
its claims to have shut down illegal gambling,
which in fact still goes on.

Mr Williams: What about two-up?
Mr BRADSHAW: Including two-up.

One concern I bring to the attention of Parlia-
ment relates to the Laporte Australia Ltd. factory
at Australind. Pollution from the factory has
caused anguish and heartache to people in the
area, It has recently been reported by the Health
Department that air pollution levels in the area
have been above acceptable limits. Over the years,
the people of Australind have complained that the
levels of pollution are too high. Unfortunately, at
the particular times recordings have been taken it
has been shown that this has not been the case.
One of the anomalies with occasional recordings is
that they can be taken at times when strong winds
are blowing pollution out to sea.

The people of Australind complain of choking,
burning fumes blowing over them on a regular
basis. It is therefore time that the Government
started to look at this problem in an effort to
overcome it. Other accusations have been made
that the chrome paint work on cars has been
damaged and that vehicles have been drastically
affected. Another resident has complained about
windows in his house being pitted by the pollution
and about flyscreens disintegrating because of the
problem.

I do not advocate the closure of the Laporte
factory, because it is a vital industry to the south-
west, providing many hundreds of jobs. However,
as the company admits, the acid plant has become
run down. It would be difficult to replace. The
management has done its best over the years to
satisfy the worries of the people of Australind, but
it can do only so much. As members will appreci-
ate, with an acid plant costing in the order of $1.2
million, it is not an easy thing just to replace it at
the drop of a hat. It is therefore understandable
that the factory might be run down, because it has
now been operating for more than 20 years. Nat-
urally things will have run down.

One of the latest allegations has come in a re-
port by a physics professor. Murray Winn, who
indicated that radioactive material has been left
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lying around in contravention of radiation protec-
tion principles. To some extent, I believe the re-
port to be alarmist. The report reveals that the
levels of radiation are within acceptable limits. On
the other band, according to the report, the
company is not abiding by the protection prin-
ciples.

Another accusation by the residents of
Australind is that their health is being affected by
the fumes from the factory. As I have said, it is
past time that the Government instigated an inves-
tigation into the Laporte factory to establish
whether its equipment is up to standard or in need
of improvement. The company should see to it that
everything is acceptable. The Minister for Health
should carry out a survey of the health of the
people of the Australind area to find out whether
they are being affected by the fumes, and if so to
what extent.

My second concern relates to an anomaly
existing in the Murray Shire. Two or three years
ago, the Public Works Department carried out a
floodplain study and produced an interim report.
One of the recommendations made was that
people wanting to build in floodplain areas should
construct the pad of their house above the 100-
year flood level, It also recommended an ad-ditional safety margin of 750 millimetres for
people building in the Pinjarra area.

Although the recommendations have yet to
come to Parliament and be made law, the Murray
Shire has been placed in the invidious position
over the last few years of having to follow the
recommendations from the Public Works Depart-
ment so as not to become liable for the
consequences should someone not build according
to the recommendations, in which case the shire
believes it might be sued.

One person did not realise that these
recommendations had been made and accepted by
the Murray Shire. When he bought a block of
land in Pinjarra he knew nothing about the
recommendations concerning the floodplain.

He inquired about building a house and was
told that he had to build up the pad to 1.8 metres
above the road level, which is six feet in old terms.
This will mean an additional cost of up to $6 000
for extra sand and the bricks for retaining walls.
The problem is that the house next door is only
600 millimetres above the road level, so there will
be a discrepancy of four feet between the two
houses. I do not believe that people wanting to
build now should have to build them up higher
than the houses of the people around them. After
all, it is only a recommendation, not a law. But the
shire can act only on the advice of experts from

the Public Works Department; it cannot afford
the thousands of dollars required to undertake
another study.

The designated floodways at Yunderup have the
same problem. I asked the Government whether
the casino site on Burswood Island was on a
floodway, and was told that it was not. But I
wonder whether a floodway study has been carried
out along the Swan River and its surrounding
areas, because I would be surprised if the
Burswood site is not on a floodway. I have already
indicated the strict conditions placed on people
wanting to build in similar areas in the Murray
Shire. In fact, the only way a person can build a
house in a floodway at present is to build it on
stilts. If a person has a house in a floodway now
and he wanted to replace it, he could only build to
the same floor area.

It must be remembered that the problem in the
Murray Shire involves recommendations only.
After more discussions have taken place with the
consultative committee and the Murray Shire, it
may be that the recommendations will be rejected
and not become law.

I have raised these matters on behalf of con-
cerned people in the Australind area and in the
Murray Shire.

MR 1. F. TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [7.58 pm]:
Firstly, I congratulate the new Governor of West-
ern Australia (Professor Gordon Reid) on his ap-
pointment to the position. I agree with the Premier
and other people that his has been an excellent
appointment and that we are fortunate to have
someone of his calibre to take on the duties of
Governor of this State. [ look forward to his open-
ing Government House to the people of this State
so that they gain a better understanding of the
system by which the Governor works, and in the
months ahead, I look forward to seeing the people
being given the opportunity to understand the
system by which this Parliament is supposed to
work. I believe the Governor may be visiting the
Goldfields in the very near future, and I would
welcome him to the area.

Over the past two weeks or so, 1, with other
members of Parliament, have had the unique op-
portunity to visit Japan, and I thought it would be
appropriate in the early part of my remarks to
comment on my impresssions of that visit and
particularly on some of the things I believe to be of
importance to this Parliament, to Western
Australia, and to Australia. It was very important
that the visit was bipartisan in terms of the politi-
cal makeup of the team. Those involved were the
Minister for Minerals and Energy, the Secretary
of the Cabinet, the Leader of the Opposition, and
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me. I believe we worked well together during the
course of that visit, and each member of the party
would agree with that statement. However, in say-
ing that I must express also some concern, after
listening to the reply the Acting Premier gave
tonight on the matter of the member for Narrogin
and the member for Nedlands, about the com-
ments they made in this State, following their six-
week overseas trip.

It is vital for the future of Australia and West-
ern Australia, that with every possible encounter
we adopt a bipartisan attitude to our relationships
with other countries and that we do not let petty
party political point-scoring interfere with those
relationships. I am afraid the member for
Narrogin and the member for Nedlands have let
political point-scoring overcome their ability to
push Australia, Western Australia, and our future
as a trading partner with the Japanese, and the
Asian community in general.

It is not particularly useful for that sort of thing
to occur. In saying that, I must also mention that I
was not aware that the member for Narrogin-a
former Minister in this House-would let those
things be said in Western Australia, because he is
well aware of the quite remarkable intelligence
network that is available to all the major
companies that operate throughout the world. I
think from that point of view he has a responsi-
bility to ensure that we put forward a united front
on a whole range of issues.

Mr Peter Jones: Do you expect me to support
what you are doing?

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: Of course we expect the
member to support what we are doing. We are
doing our best to develop this State and this
nation, as well as the future of Australia. That is
important not only for us today, but also for our
children and our children's children. That is more
important than political point-scoring for this day
and tomorrow. The member should be aware of
that as should be the member for Nedlands. I was
surprised to hear the Deputy Premier bring for-
ward tonight some of the comments made by the
member for Nedlands because I have quite a
reasonable relationship with the member for
Nedlands.

Mr Court: The Pilbara union officials know
more about the problems facing the iron ore indus-
try than do the members on the front bench of the
Government.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: At the moment, the union
officials in this State, the iron ore industry in this
State and the nickel industry in my electorate are
well aware of the problems facing them and they
have taken a very responsible attitude to-them. In

fact, the former Liberal Government, and the
member for Nedlands' father in particular, must
bear portion of the responsibility for some of the
difficulties we now face in competition from
countries such as Brazil. That Government
refused, and the member for Narrogin refused
when he was Minister, to have anything to do with
the concept of deep water ports.

Several members interjected.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: When it came to industrial

relations, the Liberal Government was prepared to
go overseas and damn Australia, the iron ore in-
dustry, and the people who were working in that
industry.

Several members interjected.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: The member knows well

that that was a great concern to the Japanese.

Several members interjected.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: Do not run away from it. It
is in the paper in black and white and the Liberal
Party should be ashamed of that.

Several members interjected.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: It is about time those mem-

bers pulled their heads in and we worked together,
because it is possible for us to work together on
these sorts of issues. I will not say it is possible-it
is vital for us to work together on these sorts of
issues.

Mr Court: You know the Government is getting
the closest possible co-operation from the Oppo-
sition on these developments, and the Acting
Premier cannot deny it.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: That co-operation must be
in private, because it is not co-operation that has
been shown at a public level. If the member says
his party will give us co-operation, let us see it at a
public level.

I will now pay credit where it is due to a pre-
vious Premier of this State, (Sir Charles Court),
for establishing the sister-State relationship with
the Hyogo prefecture. Such a relationship is
already a rewarding one, I do not think there is
anything more important than being able to estab-
lish personal contact with people in other
countries, to understand each other and get to
know each other, and we hope to be able in due
course to take mutual advantage of the benefits we
have to offer to each other. That is what arises out
of a sister-State relationship, and I would like to
think that the visit we made over recent weeks
went some way 10 improve that relationship.

I am also pleased to learn in recent days that
some Parliamentarians from Hyogo are now
coming out to Australia, and will make a particu-
lar point of visiting Western Australia and Perth

273



274 [ASSEMBLY]

and might I say also have now asked to visit the
goldfields, a request which makes me quite de-
lighted.

That is important, not only from the point of
view of trade in major commodities such as iron
ore, nickel, alumina, and the whole range of goods
we can supply to them, but also important as far
as tourism is concerned.

In the course of that tour, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit Hong Kong and to speak to quite a
number of its Chinese residents who are involved
in economic decision-making throughout South-
East Asia. Great opportunities exist for invest-
ment by the Chinese in this State. They are
interested in Western Australia as a place to in-
vest, because of the stature of the State in provid-
ing investment opportunities, and in particular
secure investment opportunities. They are not
necessarily interested in quick high returns. They
are interested in secure long-term stable invest-
ments. [ think that is what Western Australia can
offer to do, and I think we can extend the hand of
friendship to them as far as this is concerned.

The Chinese in Hong Kong are very worried
about their future. They are worried that, come
1997, Hong Kong will revert to the People's Re-
public of China and they are uncertain as to what
their status will be in terms of that relationship.
They are concerned to ensure that their invest-
ments are safe, and not necessarily in Hong Kong.
Perhaps it would be to our advantage to take the
opportunity to make the most of that situation.

Antagonism exists also in other parts of Asia,
and that is a problem the Chinese face, I gather
they are facing problems in Malaysia as well, and
some of the Chinese people there are looking for
overseas investments in three places: the United
States, Canada, and Australia. At this time,
Australia is the last place they would consider out
of the three. The major place for investment is the
United States, followed by Canada.

I do think that position could change. We are a
lot closer to Hong Kong and I do think we can
have a much better understanding of some of the
problems it faces, because of that geographical
affinity with its situation.

It is important we emphasise the marketing
opportunities that are available to the people of
Western Australia in South-East Asia and also, of
course, to the people of Australia in South-East
Asia. South-East Asia-when I talk about South-
East Asia I include China, Taiwan, and Korea-is
now changing very rapidly from the point of view
of economic growth. It is becoming more wealthy
in terms of the overall disposable income of the
ordinary members of the community and the

people are starting to express an interest in con-
sumnables, an interest which they perhaps might
not have been able to afford a few years ago.

It came through to me strongly that the awak-
ening giant of Asia is very much the People's
Republic of China. The people there have now
reached a situation where they have three meals a
day, have adequate clothing and shelter, and are
starting to look for consumnables. I suppose the
first things they look for are bicycles, sewing ma-
chines, TV sets and radios.

Mr Court: And French wine.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: It may well be. We will not
be able to provide those consumnables because I do
not believe we can compete pricewise with the
nations of Taiwan, Korea, and the Philippines. We
may be able to provide the services and the
brainpower which are necessary for the putting
together of those items. Australia can provide the
service industries to Asia and that is where our
future lies. The Japanese have realised that is
where their future lies. It does not lie necessarily
with cheap consumables anymore. It lies with pro-
viding the service industries to those developing
countries. Australia has to be in there competing if
we are to survive into the next century.

I would like to return to the matter of tourism
and say that it is a vital industry to Western
Australia. This Government has recognised the
importance of tourism in that the Premier has
taken on the role of the Minister of Tourism.

We have also given quite substantial increases
in funding to the Tourist Commission and by way
of the tourism promotion budget. The former
Minister for Tourism (Mr MacKinnon) said in a
document entitled "Western Australian Economic
Tourism Profile" that Western Australia is
blessed with several natural advantages. His fore-
word in that particular report gave an excellent
and precise summary of the advantages with
which we as a State are blessed. He said we are
blessed with our size and latitudal position to en-
sure a diverse and rich range of flora and fauna, of
which many species are unique to the State: out-
standing geographic attractions; superb climatic
conditions; and elbow room for all.

During our trip it came through loudly and
clearly that Japanese and Asian tourists in par-
ticular are looking for those geographical advan-
tages, and elbow room for all. The tourists come
from nations which are quite crowded; they are
looking for something different, and I think West-
ern Australia in particular can offer something
different, not only in the metropolitan area, but
also and more particularly outside the metropoli-
tan area, in the outback so to speak, an area which
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is quite different from anything those people have
seen before.

I was quite amazed to find that the Japanese
were absolutely enthralled with our frill-necked
lizard which some members may have seen on
Australian TV on the Mitsubishi car advertise-
ments.

Mr Court: That comes from Western
Australia?

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I think it does-just out of
Kalgoorlie. I took with me quite a number of the
2c coins which have the frill-necked lizard on
them, and if I had not given them away, I could
have paid for my trip by selling them. Those
people are enthusiastic about those sorts of
gimmicks and they are very interested in the
outback of Western Australia. That interest would
be overflowing if we were to promote Western
Australia to them and show them what we have to
offer.

Tourists are not merely coming to have a look.
They also travel for business and pleasure, to vi sit
friends and relatives, to further their education,
and to attend meetings and special events. All
those people who come into our community are
spending money-tourist dollars which are vital to
the future of Western Australia.

With reference to people who are coming for
reasons other than pleasure, I mention that in my
electorate in the eastern goldfields we have a situ-
ation now where accommodation is booked out
almost from year to year. Much of that accommo-
dation is taken up because of special events that
bring people into the community to spend money.

We have coming up in Kalgoorlie, on the week-
end beginning 12 October, a mining expo. We
have invited, through the local Chamber of Com-
merce, mining people from Australia and overseas
to Kalgoorlie to put on an exposition of their
mining equipment and mining-related
equipment. The response to that idea and the pros-
pectus that has been released has been absolutely
remarkable, to the extent that within the first
couple of weeks of the prospectus being released
virtually all the places that were offered for sale in
terms of the exhibiting of equipment were taken
up by people or companies from throughout
Australia.

The expo will bring many hundreds of people
into the goldfields. It is being combined with a
goldmining seminar which will be held during the
previous week by the WA School of Mines and
which will also bring people to the goldfields. In
the course of I 'A weeks, accommodation facilities
will be booked out because of those two events.

The same thing occurs during the racing round
which is followed by a bowling week- accommo-
dation is booked out and money will be spent in
the eastern goldfields.

Tourism is essential to the needs of the com-
munity because of the flow-on to restaurants,
transport facilities, and a whole range of things.
The State Government, through the Premier, has
recognised those opportunities. The tourist indus-
try has brought in substantial investments return.
In fact, some $1.2 billion in investment in 26
major tourist projects was announced in Western
Australia as at March 1984. It is important be-
cause it creates jobs, not only in the construction
phase, but also in the offering of facilities in the
hospitality industry in particular.

From the point of view of tourism, one of the
best things that has occurred in this State for a
long time was the introduction of the Sir David
Brand Tourism Awards. The awards are
recognised as the Oscars of the tourist industry
and are well thought of. People within the tourist
industry strive to win a Sir David Brand Award.
In the goldfields alone both the twin towns of
Kalgoorlie and Boulder have won awards. The
H-ainault Tourist Mine won the inaugural Sir
David Brand Award. I know that those people who
are in receipt of awards are very proud of them
and I would like to think they will be an asset to
the industry in the future and will become even
more important.

I would like to mention the WA Tourist Com-
mission.- It is something which this Government
introduced. It is on the way to becoming a great
success because it has been prepared to meet with
the people involved in the industry to ascertain
their needs, not only for today and tomorrow, but
for many years to come. In this way it will provide
for the tourism industry in WA. This will benefit
the people of the State for many years to come.

I would like to mention one or two aspects
which concern my electorate. The first matter
deals with a subject that arose in the House
tonight and that is, two-up. I must agree with the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services that
there is a desperate need to come to grips with this
problem. I hope some sort of occasional licence
can be granted in order to allow people to run a
two-up game after a race meeting. Perhaps a li-
cence fee could be charged and there could be a
requirement for an applicant to apply for the li-
cence a month or so before the event. This would
enable the police to check out an applicant's bona
fides to ensure that all was above board. It would
be a simple procedure and I hope that something
like that will be introduced in the near future.
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I had a lot to do with the establishment, at a
legal level, of the two-up game in Kalgoorlie. It
has been a great success as far as tourists are
concerned. They find it a remarkable game and I
gather that the tourist bus drivers have a great
deal of difficulty in getting their passengers back
onto the bus after playing the game. That explains
the nature of the game and how it Bets people in.

Kalgoorlie was used as an experiment-the
Government made it clear that it was an
experiment. Because it has been a great success
the time has now come to give other country towns
the opportunity to have their game of two-up after
bush race meetings.

Mr Rushton: The same thing could apply to the
"houses".

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: That experiment has been
going for quite some time and I do not know when
it will come to an end. It works very well except
for the occasional incident which gives Kalgoorlie
more publicity.

Mr Rushton: Are you recommending that
should be done?

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I am not recommending
that at this stage, but it works reasonably well as
far as Kalgoorlie is concerned. There is not a great
deal of concern that it has not been a success as
far as the 50 or 60 year experiment is concerned.

Mr Cowan: You could always become an advo-
cate of the experiment being extended to
North bridge.

Mr L. F. TAYLOR: The brothel experiment!
Mr Cowan: I would not go that far.
Mr Bryce: It seems that the rest of the State

could not handle the problem as well as it is
handled in Kalgoorlie.

Mr I. F. TAYLOR: It is something the people
of Kalgoorlie have grown to live with over the
years and it is almost taken for granted.

I refer to other aspects of the goldfields which
are exciting. Kalgoorlie and Boulder are boom
towns and problems are associated with boom
towns. As a member of Parliament it is just as
difficult to represent an electorate which is going
through a boom period as it is to represent an
electorate which is virtually dying. tt places
stresses and strains on the community and in
Kalgoorlie at the moment there are stresses as far
as the provision of housing is concerned and ensur-
ing that new land is available for housing. The last
Department of Lands and Surveys land sale in
Kalgoorlie resulted in the sale of all 46 lots that
were available. They were snapped uip in a couple
of hours at something like 70 to 80 per cent above

the reserve price. Most of the blocks were sold for
between $1I 1000 and S314 000.

As far as rental property is concerned it is not
unusual for a house in Kalgoorlie to be rented at
$200 per week. Some are being rented for $40f
per week, and people who are able to get hold of a
house are fortunate. I have at least four or five
people in my office every day looking for rental
property. One can only be honest with them and
say that there is little available. I try to keep
abreast of what is available on the rental market.

No emergency accommodation is available in
Kalgoorlie as far as State housing is concerned.
All SHC accommodation is taken up. In the past
financial year the Government spent more on
State and GEHA housing in Kalgoorlie than has
ever been spend in any previous financial year.
Something in the order of $3 million was allocated
in the last Budget for this type of housing in
Kalgoorlie and I would like to see that amount
increased this financial year.

No matter how much the Government increases
its spending on housing in Kalgoorlie, the demand
will not be met in the foreseeable future.

Another problem which concerns not only
Kalgoorlie, but also other areas is the nursing
shortage. The blame for this must be laid on the
previous Government which put restrictions on the
intake of pupils into nursing schools three or four
years ago. We are now seeing the consequences of
those restrictions. There are not enough registered
nurses to go around in Western Australia and we
are trying desperately to bring nurses from over-
seas to ill the vacancies

In recent weeks a ward of the Kalgoorlie Dis-
trict Hospital was closed and I understand the
same situation prevails in other country hospitals
and even in metropolitan hospitals. I know that
the Minister for Health is doing all in his power in
this area. I think the responsibility to bring about
a quick solution to the problem now rests with the
Federal Government, particularly the Federal
Minister for Immigration, to ensure that the red
tape is cut in order to bring sufficient nurses to
this State in a hurry. The jobs are available. It is
obvious to all of us that there are not sufficient
nurses in this State to fill the vacancies so they
must be brought in from outside in the short-term.

I hope that can happen in the next few months
and that we do not see a deterioration in the situ-
ation.

I must give credit to the Minister for Health
who made a promise as the shadow Minister for
Health that he would have a new hospital built in
Kalgoorlie. The foundations of that hospital were
commenced a month ago and in the next year
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Kalgoorlie will have a brand new hospital with
facilities second to none outside the metropolitan
area.

The Minister has seen that Kalgoorlie has a new
community health facility. The communi.ty has
wailed nine to 10 years for this facility and in the
first year of the Labor Party being in Government
it has been constructed. As far as the construction
of capital works facilities in Kalgoorlie is con-
cerned the Government has, in its first year of
office, done a remarkable job. However, that will
not stop me from asking for more.

I have made the point time and time again to
Ministers that the goldfields was ignored for about
nine years because the previous Government could
not see any value in putting money into Kalgoorlie
and it provided the bare minimum as far as facili-
ties are concerned. Kalgoorlie is now in the pro-
cess of catching up, and it has gone a long way
towards doing so in the First 12 months this
Government has been in office. I will make sure
that in the next couple of years it catches up to
ensure that Kalgoorlie has the facilities which are
taken for granted in the metropolitan area and
some of the regional areas in this State.

MR McNEE (Mt. Marshall) [8.27 p.m.]: I sup-
pose one should not pass the opportunity provided
by this debate without at least having a look at
where we are heading and more importantly, what
has happened. One could not pass the opportuni ty
without having a quick look at some of the things
the Federal Government has been doing. Of
course, I am reminded of the Federal conference
held by the ALP and what a fiasco it turned out to
be. The only people who appeared to be impressed
by the conference were the Press. People at large
seemed to have condemned it and the Western
Australian people condemn it for selling out West-
ern Australia. The ALP sold out Western
Australia on all fronts. It sold WA out over
uranium and over the American warships; this
Government had no intention of attacking its Fed-
eral masters.

Has anyone ever seen such a ridiculous si tuation
where the Prime Minister was grovelling and
crawling on his hands and knees for a few votes?
We now have the situation where we have a de
facto Prime Minister because the real Prime Min-
ister is Mr Hayden. He is the real power in the
ALP. The ALP is like a bag of mixed nuts. I am
not sure whether it is left, right, centre, centre-left,
centre-right or whatever-it is like a bag of mixed
nuts.

I guess that one day the ALP will sort itself out,
but meanwhile Australia is unfortunately paying
the price. Western Australia is paying a price

which is so dear that I am sure the people of
Western Australia are anxiously waiting the op-
portunity to make amends for that. It will throw
this Government so far out that it will not know
how long it will be before it crawls back in order
that it can attempt more destruction.

I almost get embarrassed by having to say that I
represent one of the electorates which provides the
wealth for this mob of financial bandits we have
leading us, but unfortunately we must tolerate
that.

Western Australia is suffering a $25 million tax
slug by Mr Hawke and his bandits in the way of
fuel tax. Because it is indexed, every six months
the price is increased. The rebate is fixed and,
therefore, the rebate and the price get further and
further apart; nonetheless no-one worries about
that.

The Government treats my electorate like a sow
it can latch on to until it can suck no more. It will
learn eventually it will not be able to do that.

Mr Bryce: What do you do for your water in
Mt. Marshall?

Mr McNEE: We will come to that in a moment.

Mr Bryce: And your electricity, if you had it?

Several members interjected.

Mr McNEE: I would be delighted to talk about
water. I am so pleased the Minister has reminded
me of that because I had forgotten it.

Mr Bryce: We have been creating it. It has been
raining for the last three months.

Mr McNEE: The Deputy Premier makes some
futile comment. I will not talk about water just
now. I want to talk about this Government which
says it represents people and is concerned about
people. I would like to remind members that for
the first 10 minutes of his Speech, the Governor
addressed himself to electoral reform. We know
the Government does not give a damn about the
people as long as it entrenches itself firmly.

Several members interjected.

Mr McNEE: Never mind about the name;
where are the 25 000 jobs the Premier promised?

Mr Bryce: They are being delivered. We
delivered 26 000.

A Government member: Are you looking for
one?

Mr McNEE: The Government said it was
interested in people. The reason for that is to en-
sure that the people have no say at all. That is why
the Government wants electoral reform. Do not
forget that is why we are going into doubtful exer-
cises like Parliament Week. It is just a way of
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trying to embarrass the people into believing the
Government is right.

Perhaps we should think about the jobless for a
moment. The Commonwealth Government has
committed something in excess of $400 000 to the
community employment programme. This was last
year. Approximately $40 million of that was spent
in Western Australia. It might in the short term
create a few froth-and-bubble jobs. In the mean-
time the Government continues to overlook people
who make the effort to keep this country going.

One should not pass over the question of live
sheep exports. I have more than a passing interest
in that subject because it affects my electorate. I
am sorry the Premier is not here to discuss the
matter with us. We saw a futile attempt by him to
discuss the matter when some remarks were made
in the middle of yet another demonstration by
workers who seemed to think they were losing
their jobs. I can assure the Government I would be
more concerned about the six per cent of the
Western Australian flock which has just left for
the Eastern States, If I were the State Govern-
ment, I would be taking a pretty close look at why
those things are happening. I would be more con-
cerned about the couple of hundred thousand car-
cases of lamb which we imported into Western
Australia in the last financial year. If the Govern-
ment wants to strangle an industry, it should keep
on going the way it is at the moment.

I would like to mention interest rates.

Mr Pearce: The interest rate in this House is
rapidly declining.

Mr McNEE: I have no doubt it is, because I
would not expect the Minister to have a very high
interest in anything. It amazes me that he man-
ages to sit here as long as he does. I might well
surprise him when I refer to the Education port-
folio.

At 141h per cent, Australia has the highest
interest rate in the developed world. I am not sure
that is a record of which the Australian Govern-
ment ought to be proud. But I do not see the
Western Australian Government saying anything
about it. I do not hear Government members
talking about productivity. That is important, be-
cause if a Government wants to create jobs it must
create productivity, and it is not doing that be-
cause it is not being critical of high interest rates.

It is estimated by the national farmers that in
the past six months our position agai nst our maj or
competitors has worsened by about eight per cent.
That means that we are getting less and less com-
petitive.

Mr Bryce: You will have to get up earlier.

Mr McNEE: As greater pressures and demands
are put on the rural industries or on any other
industry, it becomes more difficult to compete. I
do not know whether the Government understands
that. In any case it really represents about $1 000
million loss in farm exports.

The point is that the Government needs that
sort of farm income to create jobs. What the
Government is doing is playing with the froth and
bubble instead of the substance. Nevertheless the
Government seems to want to pursue that course.

It goes without saying that sort of thing nat-
urally hurts the industries which are associated
with the primary industries. This includes the
struggling tractor industry, the machinery indus-
try, and so on.

I might say that we have been offered yet
another package like the one by the Minister for
Local Government. It is one of those packages
where one is asked to put one's head in the oven
and the gas will not be turned on. That might be
the Government's attitude, but I do not know.
When one finds oneself confronted with a package
like this-and this is what the Government is
doing-it is putting farmer against farmer.

But that is not unusual for Labor Governments.
One of the first things the Hawke Government did
was to put Tasmanian against Tasmanian. I re-
mind members of the Franklin River incident. On
the TV screen, for all to see, were two Australian
ladies fighting. One was for the dam and the other
against it. The Hawke Government very
effectively pitted Australian against Australian
and the Burke Government is putting farmer
against farmer and region against region. The
Government believes it can divide them and rule.
In doing this it might achieve some short-term
benefit, but I think in the longer term it will not be
so successful. Nonetheless, that is the way this
Government operates. We will have a package in
the same way as we had a package on local
government.

The Government thinks we have short memor-
ies, but we do not really. The scheme obviously
has some merits, but the presentation leaves me
absolutely amazed.

The Minister for Agriculture became overjoyed
the other day. Someone must have told him it had
rained. In my electorate we have had a very good
season up to date.

Mr Bryce: A great Government; a bumper crop.
Mr McNEE: Do not let us get too excited about

that, because there is a long time between now and
the harvest. Let us look at some of the things the
Minister for Agriculture said. He said we could
produce about S2 or $4 billion. He said the total
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cost would be about $400 million. About half of
that would be freight costs. That is not a bad
effort.

He goes on to talk about how this money will be
spent. About $600 million will be spent on pur-
chasing and replacing motor vehicles, a third on
cropping and other machinery, some on land, and
he suggests there will be a residue of $600 million.
He is talking about $150 million being spent on
wages. That is quite interesting. He talks about
the remaining $450 million being available for the
repayment of debts. This year he says a sizeable
investment will be leaving the farm. I would like to
see the farmer who agrees with that, because I
have not found one yet. We acknowledge there
may be some, but the Minister completely misses
the point that one season will not solve the prob-
lems in my electorate, although it will give some
short-term assistance.

Even if this sort of money is available as dispos-
able income, the farmers will not be doing what
the Minister suggests, because there are large and
significant debts piled up waiting for this day to
come. If the Minister believes that statement, then
he believes it in error. Anyone who pays a great
deal of attention to that massive interest pool
which is lying around growing day by day-

Mr Bryce: I missed the point; what are you
alleging the Minister said they were going to do
with it?

Mr McNEE: I am sorry the Minister did not
catch it, I do not have time to go over that again,
but I will show him the article afterwards.

Several members interjected.
Mr McNEE: I was not going to mention the

Agaton water scheme. It must have been in the
pipeline for close on 20 years. I would imagine
pretty soon it will have its 21st birthday and be-
come the longest single item ever discussed in this
House.

Just let me tell members what happened. I
would like to remind the House of it again; it is
necessary to remind the Acting Premier as his
memory is very short indeed. One of his Ministers
made an unequivocal promise. That was all right,
but on becoming the Government, the Govern-
ment broke its promise. This was not the first
time. That promise did not take very long to bust
up.

Several members interjected.
Mr McNEE: Perhaps I could tell members so

that they know just how this Government handled
the situation.

Right now the Government will not even meet
with the people of the rural water council to dis-

cuss the project. That indicates the level of the
Government's interest. However, if the Govern-
ment wanted to support a project of lasting value
which will create employment, here is an oppor-
tunity for it to do so. The Government prefers not
to follow that course, but rather to go out into
your electorate, Sir, or someone else's, and lift the
level of the footpaths. That is the sort of useless
activity in which the Government involves itself.
Indeed, it handles the economy in a cavalier
fashion. Government members refuse to discuss
the matter with the people in my electorate and
they ignore completely the benefits of such a proj-
ect.

We have another rather serious problem in my
electorate. A number of children have speech dif-
ficulties and a speech therapist is needed. How-
ever, all approaches which have been made to the
Minister for Health so far have been unsuccessful,
because he says he does not have the money to
provide such a therapist. I found it strange to note
that the Government could find $6 million to fund
an antismoking campaign and although we con-
stantly hear in this place about giving kids a
chance, the children in my electorate who are
having difficulty speaking are being denied the
assistance that could be provided by a speech
therapist. Those children are being denied a
chance to gain that elementary facility of speech
and this Government is hiding behind the fact that
it does not have any money to assist them. I do not
believe that, especially when it is borne in mind
that the Government can find the money to spend
on an issue about which it is quite paranoid. The
Government can find the money to brainwash the
public over Parliament Week, but it cannot find
the money to employ a speech therapist to assist
those in my electorate.

In conclusion, I indicate my electorate is in a
much better position now than it has been in the
past. If things continue in the way they are going,
the prospects are very sound. Nonetheless, all the
industries in my electorate, whether they are
involved in farming or associated activities, need
attention from the Government. They need more
than the lip service the Government is giving them
and if that assistance is not provided, the position
of those industries will become increasingly diffi-
cult in the future. That will not do this Govern-
ment, any other Government, or the people of
Australia any good.

I urge the Government to pay close attention to
electorates such as mine and I ask it not to impose
further taxes on the people, but rather to give
them the attention they deserve.

MR BRIDGE (Kimberley) [8.49 p.m.]: I take
part in this debate to raise an issue which is per-
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haps the most important that we, as people
involved in the parliamentary process, will be
required to consider in the days ahead. I refer to
Aboriginal land rights. If ever an issue existed
which required an enormous degree of common-
sense and an abundance of goodwill to prevail,
here is one.

As I travel around the State I see evidence of
that enormous goodwill and the preparedness to
recognise that Aboriginal land rights is an issue
with which we must come to grips within our
society generally.

Tonight I shall talk specifically about three
people who do not fall into the category of those
who offer goodwill in respect of Aboriginal land
rights and who recognise that sensible debate
should be promoted in this area. The first of these
anti-land rights critics is a well-known business-
man in this State, Mr Peter Borrello. Of late we
have seen a great deal of evidence of the activities
of this person. I do not object to the fact that he is
opposed to Aboriginal land rights, but I object to
the way in which he conducts his opposition. Here
is a "Johnny come lately" individual who, accord-
ing to the investigations I have carried out, had no
previous knowledge of the issue.

Mr Gordon Hill: He still doesn't.
Mr BRIDGE: Nor did he have any knowledge

of the history of the Aboriginal people.
Mr Gordon Hill: And he still doesn't.
Mr BRIDGE: That is correct. However, Mr

Borello suddenly appeared and put on a childish
act at a seminar held in Perth recently, as a result
of which he achieved a large degree of notoriety on
the Aboriginal land rights issue.

We have seen front page interviews with Mr
Borrello who describes himself as a self-made indi-
vidual. Those interviews refer to the fact that Mr
Borrello has worked 80 hours a week in the pro-
cess of building up his enterprises and that he
drives a Rolls Royce.

The sad part about Mr Borrello's involvement in
the debate on this issue is that his march to fame,
if I can call it that, came about as a result of a
tantrum he put on at a recent lunchtime function.
A very prominent person, the principal of the
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Mr
Eric Wilmott, also spoke at that function. Initially
I thought myself privileged to be invited to it. I say
"initially" because I had the opportunity to hear
the brilliant speech made by that wonderful per-
son, but subsequently and sadly, I saw the tan-
trums of Mr Borrello. That was a tragic situation.
That day Mr Wilmott clearly described to the
audience the whole question of Aboriginal land
rights and what they would mean to this nation. I

am sure most members of Parliament here tonight
would recognise that, apart from being a gifted
speaker, Mr Wilmott is a brilliant engineer and
student of history, and a person who really under-
stands this topic. The unfortunate aspect of the
matter was that, despite the enlightened com-
ments made by him, they went largely unreported,
because of the antics and tantrums of Mr Borrello.
In itself, that was quite rude and it has led to the
situation that a large degree of confusion, uncer-
tainty, and anxiety is being promoted in the minds
of the citizens of this State. That has resulted
from the antics of Mr Borrello who is nothing
more than a "Johnny come lately" in this debate.

Mr Bradshaw: Was he invited to the meeting?

Mr BRIDGE: I would have thought he was
invited to the seminar. Attendance was by invi-
tation.

Mr Bradshaw: Is he a Labor Party supporter?

Mr BRIDGE: I do not know whether he is a
Labor Party supporter.

This childish performance by Mr Borrello
gained headlines in the newspapers and the
interest of television and radio personnel. The end
result was that a brilliant speech that should have
been productive went almost unreported. That is a
tragedy at a time that the State needs the ex-
pressions of views by people like Eric Wilmott.

If the Aboriginal land rights debate is to be
conducted sensibly, it is important that speeches
like that made by Mr Wilmott be heard by the
public. That day the situation was frustrated to
such an extent that I was saddened. The sub-
sequent antics of Mr Borrello have caused me even
greater concern, because he now has great promi-
nence. Wherever one goes one sees photographs of
this man who is depicted as the champion of the
anti-land rights group in this State. He is a man
who knows nothing about the issue. He is a billy
goat when it comes to any knowledge of Aborigi-
nal land rights and yet here we have papers such
as the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of
WA (I nc.)'s Forum containing photographs of M r
Borrello. We have seen this occur in most of the
prominent newspapers. He is a fellow who has no
knowledge of Aboriginal land rights and yet he
has gained a prominence which he does not war-
rant and which is misleading. If we do not watch
out, Mr Borrello will gain such prominence in
respect of this matter that an important area of
goodwill and commonsense will be affected, be-
cause he will create uncertainty and confusion.

Mr Rushton: Did this start with one of the
decision -makers' lunches with the Premier? I
understood the Premier introduced the subject.
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Mr BRIDGE: The speech was made at a de-
cision-makers' luncheon and the point I make re-
lates to the behaviour of Mr Borrello then and
subsequently, and the degree of prominence people
are according him.

If Mr Borrello had knowledge and experience of
the situation so that he knew what he was talking
about, no-one would object to what he was doing,
but this is a sensitive and important issue which
could divide the nation down the middle. There-
fore, let us have these blokes in their right places.
As far as I am concerned a "Johnny come lately"
entering into the land rights debate in this State
must be seen to be a most destructive and danger-
ous person.

We have sufficient problems maintaining a re-
spectable and moderate debate, bearing in mind
the difficulties in this area, without having these
other fellows adding to the difficulties.

The second person I shall attack in this debate
is a person who, like Mr Borrello, has Operated
with the ultimate objective of dividing people on
this issue. 1 refer to Mr Geoff MacDonald. I-I is
well-known and it is well-established that at one
time he was involved with the Communist Party.
He has since been associated with the Australian
League of Rights. He is the author of a couple of
books, the best known of which is Red Over Black.

Mr MacDonald has spent a great deal of time in
recent months going around Western Australia
making speeches attacking Aboriginal land rights.
The theme of his main argument is that he is very
experienced in the ways in which the Communist
element works within our society. He believes that
the land rights movement is a Communist plot
designed to pave the way, as he terms it, for a
foreign takeover of our country. That is where he
sits in the saddle on this issue. He sees the ulti-
mate result of land rights as being the foreign
takeover of our nation.

It is interesting to note that, at a speech Mr
MacDonald made in Perth on 13 April 1984, he
mentioned various other elements in our society
which were also Communist plots. I shall go
through those, because it is important that mem-
bers understand this man's background and the
way he thinks. Among the other points which were
raised by Mr MacDonald were the breakdown of
family life, womens' liberation, feminism, and
public health issues such as asbestos poisoning. Mr
MacDonald told an enthralled audience, which
included the President of the RSL (Mr Turner),
that the breakdown of family life was deliberately
inspired by the infiltration of Hollywood,
California, by scriptwriters who were Communists
or fellow travellers. This was the reason for the

spate of movies and television programmes show-
ing career women and failing to portray normal or
conventional families where the wife stays at
home. That is the sort of thing which was
promoted. This was indeed an interesting view-
point. The article went on to say-

Mr MacDonald evidently does not consider
the possibility that such films and television
programmes may be a reflection of the aspir-
ations of women in our modern world.

He talked about other things, such as the family
process now appearing in the Soviet Union where
women ultimately have similar aspirations to take
their place in the career structure. He then told
the audience-and this was an interesting
point-that he had recently discovered the reason
for the public health concern about asbestos. He
said-

After patient research he had learnt that
asbestos was the only substance that would
protect underground shelters from detection.

Just think of that as an approach. It appears, if we
take his suggestion that doctors are wrong-we
know what doctors are saying about asbestos-his
view is that the whole controversy is a Communist
plot to expose our underground communication
centres in the event of nuclear war.

I have brought up these points tonight because
it is important for us to recognise the thinking and
the mentality of the people who are going around
this State as the chief architects behind this anti-
land rights movement. That is the hard-line ap-
proach they are taking. Consider the likes of
Borello, Johnny-come-lately, and MacDonald-
extraordinary to say the least, not only in respect
of Aboriginal land rights, but also in respect of
those other issues.

The third person who comes into the category of
criticism is the Leader of the Opposition.

Government members: Hear, hear!
Mr BRIDGE: An interesting thing about the

Leader of the Opposition is that of all the poli-
ticians in this State about whom Mr MacDonald
spoke, he discussed the Leader of the Opposition
in glowing terms.

Mr Williams: So he should.

Mr BRIDGE: As far as he was concerned, he
had no or little regard for other conservative poli-
ticians, with the exception of the Premier of
Queensland. As far as he was concerned, as I
understand it, the Premier of Queensland and the
Leader of the Opposition in Western Australia are
the two politicians that he considers to be real
politicians. As a matter of fact, as I understand it,
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he is on record as saying that the rest of the
Liberals are no better than Labor politicians.

Mr Old: That is a bit rough.
Mr Peter Jones: It is also not true.
Mr Bryce: He is a rough man.
Mr Stephens: They look like politicians in this

House, the way they behave.
Mr BRIDGE: In view of the fact that this man

has supported the Leader of the Opposition in his
approach to the whole matter, he supports the
position of the Premier of Queensland, and has
aligned himself with the Australian League of
Rights-

Mr MacKinnon: Who is that? Who are you
talking about now?

Mr BRIDGE: MacDonald. It is interesting that
Senator Chancy is one politician who has come
out and expressed his views quite clearly about the
Australian League of Rights. We have a situation
where we have a combination of those elements in
an attempt to divide, frustrate, and confuse the
public of this State on the question of land rights.
As far as l am concerned, there is no way in which
we can bring this whole thing together unless we
apply a rational approach to it. It has to be practi-
cal and it is within our capacity to be practical.
We will not achieve anything for the State or the
nation if we continue to go around this State as is
being done by those people whom I mentioned in
particular-the Leader of the Opposition, for pol-
itical purposes, Mr Borrello, for the purpose of
promoting his own business, and Mr MacDonald
for motives which I do not agree with and which
are extraordinary, to say the least-and say the
things which they are saying in an endeavour to
divide the public.

Land rights is a matter which we in this State
must face up to. If we do not do it in our time
when the climate, the atmosphere, and everything
else is present to allow goodwill and a practical
approach to be examined or arrived at, I venture
to suggest that it will be placed upon us, perhaps
in circumstances which we might not necessarily
have as much control over as we have today. Land
rights will not disappear. We can go around the
corner and say, "it is hard, it is difficult, it is
almost impossible to achieve", because where do
we read the bottom line on land rights? We can
say those things, but that is an easy way of looking
at it. The fact remains that is no way to face up to
it. We have seen the movement rise in the last 10
years. We have seen a situation develop and the
day of reckoning is now here.

The State Government at this stage is facing up
to its responsibility in a very practical way. We are
facing up to it amid numerous areas of comment,

in many instances extraordinary comment, but we
are doing so because we recognise that it requires
a Government of strength, commitment, and con-
science, a Government which recognises what
principles, morals, and commitment to a cause
mean.

Mr Stephens: Did you indicate earlier what
your definition of land rights was? You may have
said it earlier. I am sorry; I was not here at the
beginning of your speech.

Mr BRIDGE: What we are ultimately looking
at at this stage, without pre-empting the Seaman
inquiry, is a process whereby a so-called formula
will hopefully be devised-if we allow good sense
to prevail-where land security or land tenure as
such will be made available to those Aborigines
who can demonstrate that rightful claim. That is
as I see the situation.

Mr Stephens: What is your view on inalienable
land rights?

Mr BRIDGE: Mr Seaman will tell us about
that.

Mr Stephens: What is your view?
Mr Old: You are the people who will have to

make the decision.
Mr BRIDGE: I will not back down. I will stick

to what I have been saying all along. I do not know
the correct terminology for inalienable freehold or
whatever it is, but if it means the process of giving
the Aborigines something which is equal to other
people in our society, I will honour it.

Mr Old: It is more than equal.
Mr BRIDGE: We hope to introduce laws to this

Parliament which will be different from laws
which apply in some areas. At present I have said
all along that we want equality. We do not want to
divide our society, but we will not achieve equality
if our progress towards trying to examine and
deliver equality is frustrated. Equality does not
exist at the moment, and I will give examples of
this.

I mention a discussion I had recently with a
lady in Bunbury. That is the clearest way to de-
scribe it to the Chamber. A lady rang me recently
and said," I want to talk to you about the land
rights issue because I think it is very divisive and I
think your policy will divide this nation and this
State if you do not change it'. I said, "Let's talk
about it because we are not on about that. We are
not on about dividing this State. I give you this
assurance: Ultimately when this legislation comes
in-and hopefully is passed by Parliament-we
will all live in an equal society and nobody will be
threatened or divided. I will explain to you some of
the ways in which this will be achievable. Do you
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own a property in Bunbury?" She said, "Yes, I
do". I said, "A piece of land?" She said, "Yes". I
said, "Private owner?" She said, "Yes, I said,
"Have you a document from the Lands Depart-
ment?" She said, "Yes, it states that I am the
rightful owner of that piece of land". I said, "Fine,
l am an Aboriginal and you are a non-Aboriginal.
I own a piece of land with my wife at Doubleview
under the name of E. F. & M. Bridge, 199
Flamborough Street, Doubleview. We have a
block of land and a document stating that we are
the rightful owners of that block of land. That
makes us equal, does it not? She said, "Yes, very
equal, and that is how it should be". I said, "Now,
that is how is should be, right? Let us look at the
Jiggalong community. Five hundred people reside
at Jiggalong. Not a scrap of evidence indicating
that they have claim to ownership of the Jiggalong
reserve". I said, "Is that fair?" She said, "No".' I
said, "if we looked at a different form of land
tenure for the Jiggalong community and gave
them a situation where they knew they were the
owners and the people had to recognise them as
being owners of that reserve, whatever title we
gave them, would there be anything wrong with
that?" She said, "No". I said, "Would it be
threatening you?" She said, "No". I said, "What
would it be doing, lady?" She said, "it would
make us all equal". I said, "Exactly. That is all
that we are on about. That is what the Aboriginal
people are seeking and that is all that we as a
Government are endeavouring to achieve".

Mr MacKinnon: Country people think pastoral-
ists should also be given inalienable freehold title.

Mr BRIDGE: The pastoral position is being
looked at, as the member well knows, by a com-
mittee and it might well be that that
recommendation might be made to the Govern-
ment. As the member knows, pastoralists for a
long time have been seeking that, and many pas-
toralists have sought it from previous Govern-
ments.

Mr MacKinnon: I have never heard of a pastor-
alist who wants inalienable freehold land.

Mr BRIDGE: The member says he has not
heard of many instances. As far back as I can
remember, pastoralists have always said for many
reasons, "Why won't the Government give us a
little bit of freehold title around the homestead?"

Mr MacKinnon: I said, "inalienable freehold
title".

Mr Old: That is different from a whole area.

Mr BRIDGE: It may be a bit different, but the
position is that pastoralists have made that claim
for a long time and it might well be that we will
have to examine that position from the pastoralists

point of view. That is the current position. They
are the rightful owners in regard to this land rights
issue.

Where within the definition I have described to
this Parliament tonight lies any threat to non-
Aborigine? Where? Show me in the little example
I gave tonight where any threat to non-Aborigines
lies. The truth is there is no threat, and the
Government recognises that. It is unfortunate that
people such as Borello, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, and Mr MacDonald are promoting this
view around the State. Other things will occur. A
most untoward pattern will emerge.

Mr Blaikie: Is not Borello entitled to a view?

Mr BRIDGE: He is entitled to a view, but his
view is not based on fact, and that is a dangerous
thing.

Mr Blaikie: He calls himself a new Australian.

Mr BRIDGE: Borello has no fears whatsoever
because his position is not threatened one iota by
this whole process. He is sitting pretty. There is no
threat to anybody.

Mr Bradshaw: What comment have you got to
make on the-

Mr Pearce: He might be able to sell a few more
swimming pools.

Several members interjected.

Mr BRIDGE: We return to the point that if we
can sensibly and rationally pass this legislation
within the four walls of this Parliament, we can
capture that very fundamental part of society
which we need to capture; that is, that
appreciative, sensible, and loyal group of people in
our society who are seeking to know about land
rights and see a solution assured at.

Mr MacKinnon: Talking about us again!

Mr BRIDGE: To come to grips with this situ-
ation-

Mr Trethowan: You are clearly not in favour of
the Northern Territory's form of land rights legis-
lation.

Mr BRIDGE: I will answer that Proposition this
way: We have no formal, definitive view at this
stage as to how this whole process will evolve.

We have commissioned a wide-ranging inquiry;
the Seamfan inquiry has travelled extensively
around the State continuously for months seeking
information, ideas, opinions, and guidance where
possible.

Mr Blaikie: What are its terms of reference?

Mr BRIDGE: They are plenty wide enough.
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Mrl Blaikie: The terms of reference relate to the
implementation of land rights, not whether it
should be done.

Mr BRIDGE: That is right. We bad a commit-
ment before we assumed Government that we
would move towards land rights, so we are
carrying out that policy commitment.

Mr Trethowan: What is happening in the
Northern Territory is a fact, isn't it?

Mr BRIDGE: Hang on. Let us be careful about
that. It depends on how one describes the North-
ern Territory situation as to whether it is fact.

Mr Trethowan: It is a fact.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): Or-

der!
Mr BRIDGE: As far as this State is con-

cerned-
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I would like

to hear the member for Kimberley, but there are
too many side meetings and conversations from
one side to another. Unfortunately for him, but
fortunately for others, the member for Kimaberley
does not have the powerful voise of the member
for Mt. Marshall, so it is better that we let him
speak.

Mr BRIDGE: An extensive inquiry is under
way in this State and it will come up with a report
which ultimately will be used as the basis on which
we can go about the preparation of legislation.
That does not necessarily mean we will follow the
lines of the Northern Territory legislation, or that
we will not do so.

Mr Trethowan: It does not preclude your going
along those lines, does it?

Mr BRIDGE: If there are good points, if we
find something good is available by way of pro-
cedure and that it has worked effectively, what is
wrong with taking advantage of it? If there are
some not so good points, it would be unwise to use
them.

Mr Blaikie: You are locked into your policies.
Mr BRIDGE: We are not locked into our poli-

cies.
Mr Blaikie: You are on the horns of a dilemma

and you cannot get out of it.

Mr BRIDGE: What does the member mean by
the "horns of a dilemma"? The position is that we
are like Clancy of the Overflow, we are riding with
the best and the boldest riders on this issue. We
are not bound by anything. Members opposite
may smile but they cannot deny that. If they do I
would accuse them of being less than honest. I
have gone into this matter throughout the State,
not wriggling or twisting, but facing all the audi-

ences and putting a practical case to the people of
the State.

Mr MacKinnon: We have never accused you of
doing anything other than that.

Mr BRIDGE: We are not in any bind. We have
gone out into the State and expressed the view I
have put to the House tonight. Surely from what I
have said tonight members opposite can see it is
possible for us to arrive at a situation in this State
where we as a Government-I hope with good
sense from the Opposition--can introduce and
pass through this Parliament a package of legis-
lation which will provide a workable formula with
which all of us will be happy.

Government members: Hear, hear!

MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [9.20 p.m.]: I wish
to discuss a problem pertaining to an area in my
electorate called Beryl Place. It is an area of
vacant land comprising nine blocks adjacent to the
freeway. Twenty years ago the Government in its
wisdom acquired these blocks of land ostensibly to
become a buffer zone between the freeway and the
residential houses around it. Nine blocks of land
were bought for the princely sum of
$28 000-quite cheap, a little over $3 000 per
block. It was intended after the completion of the
freeway that some of the blocks would be vested in
the City of Melville.

That was 20 years ago; the residents took it
upon themselves to care for those blocks and make
them into a sort of parkland. Some of the residents
extended their own reticulation systems into those
blocks, planted trees and grass, and built brick
pathways so that the residents of Mt. Pleasant in
general could participate in the pleasantries. It
became a short cut from the hill of Mt. Pleasant to
the Canning River. It became a hallmark of the
area.

On the completion of the freeway, the Main
Roads Department handed back three blocks of
land. This was not considered sufficient as six
blocks remained. After further negotiations be-
tween me, my upper House colleagues, and the
City of Melville, we were able to obtain another
two blocks, lots 29 and 30, to be vested in the City
of Melville. Those five blocks were the closest to
the freeway. The Main Roads Department de-
cided in its wisdom that one was sufficient to
create a buffer zone and that the council could
buy the other four blocks for the princely sum of
$300 000. Of course, there were objections to this,
and I am referring to as far back as 1982.

I discussed this matter at length with the Minis-
ter, and correspondence took place. Towards the
end of 1982, and approaching the State election,
the then Premier agreed in writing that this mat-
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ter would be held over. He and I virtually came to
an agreement that it would not be proper to make
it a political issue prior to the election, but to hold
it over until we could sit down after the election
and quietly discuss the matter and come to some
amicable arrangement.

Unfortunately my opponent, the Labor candi-
date Mr Dale, decided, prior to the election, that
that was not good enough, and stirred the pot. He
called for a public meeting at Beryl Place. The
residents there knew of my participation in this
matter and were quite pleased about the situation
because I had notified them that the matter was to
be held over. I noticed in the Ca nning- Melville
Times of 26 January that Mr Dale had called a
public meeting and had invited the then shadow
Minister for Transport (Mr Ken Mclver) to be
present.

Mr Mclver: Everybody's friend!
Mr WILLIAMS: That is quite right.

That meeting took place and in the Canning-
Melville Times on 9 February, about a week be-
fore the last State election, a headline in the paper
stated "Meeting renews Beryl P1. call". The report
went on as follows-

Labor's Shadow Minister for Transport Mr
Ken Mclver, MLA, told the meeting he was
amazed at the shortsighted policy of the
government.

"This is the local equivalent of King's
Park," said Mr Mclver, "and should be
retained in full."

He promised to recommend to a Labor
Cabinet that the four blocks be transferred to
the City of Melville as parkland.

That Minister is one of the few on the other side of
the House whose word is his bond.

Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): Or-

der! A motion could be put.

Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister said that in
good faith. I felt pleased in a sense because I knew
what the then Premier intended to do after the
election as I had discussed the matter with him. I
was pleased the then shadow Minister had the
same attitude.

I felt quite comforted, and I know the people
there were comforted to know that no matter
which party won the election, four blocks of land
would be vested in the City of Melville and that
area would become a quite respectable parkland in
which the people could take pride.

I ask members to bear in mind that the total
cost of the land 20 years ago was $28 000, and

that the Main Roads Department was asking
$300 000 for four of the nine blocks. Talk about
capital gains and Government departments mak-
ing profits at the expense of the public! That dis-
gusted me.

The matter has since reared its head again. The
Minister for Transport made a statement to the
effect that he intended to carry on as the previous
Minister had indicated and sell the four blocks of
land to the City of Melville for $300 000. That is
an exorbitant price and the councillors rightly said
that they could do so much more with $300 000
than buy an acre of land. I wrote to the Minister
for Transport and advised that prior to the last
election the then shadow Minister had said the
land would be vested in the City of Melville. This
morning I received a letter from the Minister; I
will not read it in its entirety.

In essence, he denied that the Labor Party
agreed to make such a firm commitment. He said
he intended to proceed with the sale for $300 000
and to heck with the promises made by the Labor
Party prior to the election.

Mr Grill: I would rather you read the letter
than paraphrased it.

Mr WILLIAMS: The Labor Party does not
miss a confounded thing. Prior to the election Mr
Burke said he would not increase rates, taxes, or
charges, but in the first 12 months we had in-
creases in charges of over 30 per cent. Here is
another broken promise. The point that irks me is
in the final paragraph of the Minister's letter
where he says-

Therefore, if Council cannot come to some
satisfactory agreement on this matter in the
near future, I consider I will need to authorise
the Commissioner of Main Roads to dispose
of the land to the public for residential pur-
poses.

That is a downright shame. Prior to the election
the Government guaranteed that those blocks of
land would be vested in the City of Melville. After
the election it took a hard line because it did not
need the votes anymore. The City of Melville was
faced with the proposition of buying four blocks of
land for $300 000, blocks which cost the Main
Roads Department £28 000 20 years ago.

Apart from that the people who will use that
area will be denied access to the riverfronit. They
will be denied entry to what I believe is a beautiful
area and an area which the shadow Minister at the
time (Mr Mclver) described as the local
equivalent to King's Park. I want to say to those
people who made the promises regarding this land
before the election: For goodness sake, have the
common decency to stand by at least one election
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promise and vest at no cost these four blocks in the
City of Melville.

MR COYNE (Murchison- Eyre) [9.32 p.m.]: I
listened with great interest to the member for
Kalgoorlie. I understand how elated he is about
the happenings at K~algoorlie and Boulder. I think
it is certainly a geat thing. I also beard him say a
few things about the way the Liberal Government
let the Kalgoorlie-Boulder area run down over the
years and that things were in a bad state. I admit
that is true. One of the things that caused that to
happen was that the mining boom is not that old.
When one is driving along and sees a sign which
states -5O kph" and one is doing 70 kph, one does
not stop suddenly. It takes time to get the momen-
turn to drop off. Thai is what happened in
Kalgoorlie.

Kalgoorlie was not the only place that suffered
in terms of development. It happened throughout
the goldfields because there was a serious de-
pression in the price of gold. It is not that long
ago, I think it was 1976, that the Hill 50 goldmine
closed. Members can remember what a disaster
that was for the goidmining industry in Mt. Mag-
net. Terrible traumas were experienced. The mine
virtually closed down except for a small care and
maintenance force. This brought despair to the
populace of Mt. Magnet. One can see the effects
of that today around the goldfields, not only in
Kalgoorlie- Boulder, although that area is getting a
spin-off.

It is great for me to visit Kalgoorlie. It was one
of my favourite towns before the war. It is exciting
to see the boom presently being experienced there.
It now has traffic lights, and it is difficult to get
parking space on Thursdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays.

I certainly appreciate the member's pride about
what is happening and his joy in having the
Government recognise this area. However, its bad
state was not due to our Government not being
interested in doing anything about it. It could not
do anything until the boom had firmly established
itself. That boom is firmly established now. It is
also established in other towns.

I think the member for Kalgoorlie is doing a
good job. We will not be able to shift him. He
works hard. He is young, enthusiastic, and conse-
quently he is a formidable opponent. He was the
director of the Murchison-Eyre campaign in the
last election and I appreciate his work. Possibly he
will be the director at the next campaign and we
will have to pull out all stops and prevent him
from finding some handsome young candidate
who will appeal to the electorate of Murchison-
Eyre. I appreciate his supporting something, as

have some other Labor members, wh-zh I felt has
been a necessity. By that I am refcrring to the
periodic race meetings and the extension of those
race meetings to some other activities. The tra-
ditional game of two-up is a necessity. I think the
Minister appreciates that, as does the Leader of
the upper House (Hon. D. K. Dans).

I am confident the Government will come up
with something such as a casual licence in the
same way as a liquor licence can be applied for to
accommodate not only race meetings, but also
other major events being held in those areas. It is
also a good way to raise money for charities. Two-
up is played more as a pastime in the northern
goldfields. The game there is not as professional as
it is in Kalgoorlie. Certainly, the Kalgoorlie game
is unique. It is gaining wide support. That support
will become a lot wider in the coming weeks.

Mr Mclver: It was not too unique the day we
were there!

Mr COYNE: I took the- Minister out for a game
and we left something behind. I have not been
back since. It was a good afternoon. I appreciated
taking the Minister on that trip because he is the
kind of Minister who has an empathy for those
towns. He has that empathy because, previously,
he was an engine driver on the Murchison railway.
We had two tours, one through Murchison and
one through the eastern goldfields. It was a great
trip. The people to whom we spoke in the shire
council entertained us. They were good fellows
too. I was getting a bit of a spin-off. That does not
always happen with Ministers.

I want to release a couple of barrels on the poor
old Minister for Housing. I have to do a little
build-up first. I will begin by saying something
about the background of Kalgoorlie and support
the member for Kalgoorlie in his remarks about
the gold boom. In the last couple of days members
have heard about a significant discovery at Mt.
Magnet at the Galley More mine. That will mean
a tremendous new dimension of prosperity for the
township of Mt. Magnet. Apart from the re-
surgence of the Hill 50 mine and the fact that
there will be a burgeoning development there, a
number of other goldmining ventures are adding a
tremendous amount of prosperity to the whole of
the State. Apart from the one I have mentioned,
the Galtey More at Mt. Magnet, another mine
which is mentioned in the same Press release is a
mine called Mountainview at Mt. Sir Samuel. It is
an abandoned settlement about 20 miles due north
of the Agnew nickel mine at Leinster. I worked at
that mine just prior to the war, I joined up from
that mine, although it was not actually operating
as a mine. It was re-treating tailings.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): Or-
der! The member for Murchison-Eyre is trying
very hard and is giving such a beautiful address to
this Parliament. However, about ive meetings are
going on on my right. If there is a quorum present,
it would be all right for these meetings to be held
outside. Otherwise, I ask members to return to
their seats.

Mr COYNE: It was a great thrill for me to hear
that the Mountainview mine has been re-explored
and drilled and something very significant has
been found that will ensure that the mine will
operate for many years to come, provided the price
of gold rises.

Those are two of the most recent discoveries.
However, there has been other developments at
Cue called the Golden Crown and the Big Hell.
These have been proved up. The price of gold
needs to go up to $600 an ounce before they will
become a viable proposition for development.
Although the values are very good, the costs are
high because they are now operating at a depth of
something like 3 000 feet. However, the company,
ACM, a major partner in that concern with
Amax, is very confident that, in due course, it will
go ahead. Also, another goldmine at Reedy's will
be officially opened this weekend. It was a great
producer just prior to the war and has been
rediscovered. It has progressed to production stage
through a new technology which allows many of
the old goldmines to become very prosperous. The
technology is the open-pit method where mighty
earthmoving machines are used. They are able to
move large amounts of the ore effectively and
expeditiously at a relatively low cost.

Coupled with that is another new technology
called the carbon-in-pulp treatment which allows
a good recovery of something like 95 per cent or
96 per cent of the gold content. That has made a
tremendous difference to all those old goidmines.

The Reedy's goidmine was called the Triton.
There was quite a sizeable township there. As a
matter of fact, four or five years ago, David
Wordsworth, a member in another place, said to
mae in the dining room, "I wonder whether you can
tell me whether the blocks in Reedy's have any
value?" I said, "Reedy's has been abandoned'. He
said, "I have been paying rates on those blocks to
the Cue Shire Council for many years in the hope
that they would eventually be worth something".
This particular mine is now working. It has been
possible to develop it properly only because of the
new method of using large machines. It was a
notoriously dangerous mine inasmuch as the ore
was greasy and could slip without warning. It was
very costly to keep propping it up. It closed down
prematurely. The mine can be shored up with the

new methods. That mine is being opened on
Saturday.

Metana Minerals NL is having a lot of joy on
the Stock Exchange. It also has another operation
at Nullagine which is outside my territory. It
proves that goldmining is in a state of boom at the
moment. Apart from that there is another sluicing
operation being carried out at Nannine, an oper-
ation which is the biggest of its kind in Western
Australia. It is treating something like I 500
tonnes a day. It has sold a quarter of its interest to
Sheen Laboratories. It bought that interest for
something like $4.1 million, I think the brother of
the member for Gascoyne has some equity in that.
I have referred to developments at Whim Creek,
Meekatharra, Wiluna Dumps and the Metramar
Minerals project. The development at Agnew is
entering a prosperous phase and is now at full
steam ahead with large earth moving machinery in
operation.

These developments in the Murchison have
resulted in a tremendous boom which is creating
great pressures. I will refer to the problems now
arising in terms of those at Mt. Magnet, which I
single out because I have already written to the
Minister on this matter. It has grown very rapidly
in recent years; a few years ago it was almost a
deserted town. I am a little critical of the Minister
for not being able to address himself to the needs
of Mt. Magnet. It could be said that the Liberal
Party was in Government long enough and should
have taken some action. However, the growth in
Mt. Magnet has been very rapid in recent times. A
year ago a new secondary school was opened and
this year the Minister for Sport and Recreation
opened a sporting complex adjacent to the new
secondary school. With the addition of the Galtey
More operation Mt. Magnet has tremendous
potential for a prosperous future.

In my letter to the Minister I mentioned that
Mt. Magnet had originally been solely dependent
on the Hill 50 goldmine and when the Big Bell
mine closed many houses were transferred to Mt.
Magnet. They are the only State Housing Com-
mission homes constructed in Mt. Magnet since
1952. Some of them became very dilapidated and
were demolished. Therefore, the number of State
Housing Commission homes is six or seven below
quota.

Mr Wilson: What do you mean by "quota"?

Mr COYNE: Mt. Magnet had about 20 State
Housing Commission houses, six or seven were
demolished and, therefore, there are not as many
State Housing Commission homes as previously.

Mr Wilson: Do you know how many people are
listed for assistance?
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Mr COYNE: Yes, and that is an argument we
will not wear.

Mr Wilson: Why not?

Mr COYNE: Because it is nor valid.i I estimate
that 20 houses could be built in mt. Magnet
immediately and they would be filled. Also 20
houses constructed immediately in Leonora would
be filled. The Government has an opportunity to
repopulate those areas.

Mr Wilson: I cannot take your word for it. We
must have some concrete evidence.

Mr COYNE: I am giving the Minister my
opinion.

Mr Wilson: That is the point; it is just a matter
of opinion.

Mr COYNE: You have not done anything
about the problem.

Mr Wilson: Yes I have.

Mr COYNE: I do not think the Minister has.
The shire council wrote in March and it has writ-
ten to the Minister once More. I also wrote to the
Minister in March and gave him Cull details of the
background. I received a curt rejoinder which said
that the needs of the area were catered for and
there were only 17 people on the waiting list. That
is wrong. There is a great need in the town. There
must be some method of bolstering the mining
company which has constructed 100 brand-new
homes in an old mining settlement. It is hard to
redevelop an old mining town with a new
component of housing. There is an unfavourable
bias against the old houses, which were built in
1952 and transferred from the Big Bell goldmine.
The opportunity must be taken to repopulate the
town, which has a great need.

It does not matter where houses are built; but if
some priority is given to country towns the popu-
lation will be more spread out. In the past a great
deal of lip-service has been paid to decentralis-
ation. This goidmining boom could be used to
populate country areas.

In addition to those people directly employed by
the mine, many other employment opportunities
arise from feeder industries. I have mentioned this
matter because I do not feel like writing to the
Minister once more. I know he has received a very
long letter pointing out the needs of the pensioners
and the problems of the disadvantaged people,
some of whom are living in humpies. The only new
houses constructed in Mt. Magnet i n recent years
have been for Aborigines; that is a completely
different set-up to which I am not referring. The
Government should use Mt. Magnet to ascertain
how successful it would be to channel money into

these areas. State Housing Commission homes
could be built as an initial project.

Mr Wilson: You are like many other members
of Parliament; you are thinking only of your own
electorate. Do YOU realise that?

Mr COYNE: Yes, in the same way as did the
member for Kalgoorlie and everybody else.

Mr Wilson: I am not criticising you; the mem-
ber for Collie has made the same criticism of me.

Mr COYNE: These mining ventures are cata-
lysts for providing employment. Mt. Magnet is an
important town which sits astride two main ar-
terial roads: The Perth to Port Hedland road and
the Geraldton road. In addition, it has a very
important pastoral hinterland, through to Sand-
stone and due east to Agnew. It should be
supported as a regional service centre. It is differ-
ent from Meekatharra which has a large number
of public servants and is, therefore, a prosperous
town in its own right. The mining developments at
Mt. Magnet make it tick and are responsible for
its prosperity.

I ask the Minister to take my comments on
board and I would be happy to discuss the subject
with him in private if he prefers.

Taking Ken Mclver into my electorate is a joy
and I would be happy to accompany any Minister
from the other side into my electorate if he had
the time. I have invited the Minister for Housing
to look at Mt. Magnet and also asked Mr Dans to
look at Leonora and Laverton with regard to
licensing requirements. However, he is very busy
at the moment and cannot do so. I am happy to
prove the points I have been making by taking
Ministers into the electorate in the same way as I
did with previous Ministers of the Liberal Party;
for example, Mr Rushton and Mr Mensaros.

Mr Wilson: You did not get many houses.

Mr COYNE: No, we did not and that was be-
cause Mt. Magnet has grown so quickly and the
need was not then apparent. I do not think that
either the shire council or the Country Womens'
Association of WA (Inc.) received the treatment
they deserved in the Minister's replies to their
letters. The shire council wrote on 25 July inviting
the Minister to visit Mt. Magnet to inspect the
areas of concern and then hold informal dis-
cussions on matters in general.

Mr Wilson: I have read that letter.

Mr COYNE: I say quite deliberately that one
of the problems is that the Labor Ministers do not
have empathy with country and goldfields people.

Mr Wilson: I was born and bred in the gold-
fields.
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Mr COYNE: The Minister did not seem very
much at home at Mt. Magnet. When people
wanted to talk to him about housing he said he
was wearing his hat as the Minister for Sport and
Recreation.

Mr Wilson: I did niot.
Mr COYNE: Someone told me that the Minis-

ter had made that comment to him and did not
want to discuss housing problems.

Mr Wilson: That is good second-hand infor-
mation and it is not true.

Mr COYNE: In the 18 months that the Labor
Party has been in Government few Ministers have
been through the Murchison area.

Mr Davies: Why not invite me?
Mr COYNE: I would, but first I must have

something to invite the Minister to.
Several members interjected.
Mr Wilson: Perhaps if I am not very much at

home, I had better not come.
Mr COYNE: Most Ministers will readily visit

places like Bunbury, Busselton, Exmouth and
Geraldton. However, they do not like going to
Meekatharra, Mt. Magnet and such places.

Leonora is becoming more popula;' because it
has a better community spirit and more activities
in a number of directions which make it pleasant
to spend a weekend there. Also the development of
the main road system in that area has provided
some of the best roads in the State. The
Kalgoorlie-Leonora road is nearing completion
and the Laverton and Leinster roads make it a joy
for any tourist to drive in that region.

Mr Blaikie: It is a credit to the local member
that he has been able to achieve development in
the area.

Mr COYNE: I think I am a pretty poor poli-
tician and there have been plenty of chances to
evaluate me over the years.

Mr Blaikie: You are too modest about your
achievements.

Mr COYNE: I ask the Minister for Housing to
devote some attention to the needs of Mt. Magnet.
I hope he will accept the invitation from the local
shire.

Mr Wilson: I will consider it along with the
needs of the rest of the State.

Mr COYNE: I do not want to overburden the
Minister because there are problems in other
towns. However, this is number one priority as far
as I am concerned.

One of the largest projects in the whole of the
Murchison is the Agnew nickel mine. This mine
00)

has great potential for operation for another 60
years. It is considered to be the largest, single ore
body of nickel in the southern hemisphere and also
the richest. Recently a nine-metre shaft was put
down and has been equipped. It will look after the
needs of that mine for many years to come.

The shaft is something like 1 000 feet deep.
While the price of nickel was depressed, the
company decided to put more money into explo-
ration, and in a short time discovered north of the
main operation an area which showed much
potential. Another drill was brought in, and
another, and another diamond drill; and the last
time I was there six diamond drills were operating.
It is such a large deposit, one could not dream of
its extent. As a matter of fact, the people are
coming over from Mt. isa next weekend to look at
it.

It is a bonus for a mine that is already regarded
as having 60 million tonnes of reserves with mag-
nificent plant so it can expand to cope with the
new area. It is the greatest bonus for the
Murchison-Eyre electorate because it gives a boost
to the magnificent little community of 1 000 or
1 500 people 250 miles north of Leonora. It is
good to know that a community of that size will
still be there in 60 or 70 years. It will add another
dimension to the State of Western Australia.
What the member for Kalgoorlie said about
Kalgoorlie and Boulder I say about Murchison-
Eyre; and I hope the next member for Murchison-
Eyre is a Liberal.

MR TUBBY (Greenough) (10.02 p.m.]: The
Address-in-Reply debate gives members the op-
portunity to wander through their electorates and
to make comments concerning various matters
within those electorates. My electorate of
Greenough is a diversified and interestisng one. It
has a good mixture of industry-mining,
agriculture, horticulture, pastoral, fishing, and
tourist attractions both along the coast and inland,
with each of the districts actively promoting the
tourist attractions.

In terms of the season, the whole electorate has,
never looked better. The crops and the wildflowers
are magnificent, and it is certainly a pleasure to
drive through the electorate in View of the seasons
we have experienced recently, remembering how
devastating they were. The farming community
has the prospect of a good season, and we hope
that rain this month will cap it off and we will see
a bumper crop going into the bins. However, for
the farming community, this will be only a holding
situation, unfortunately.

The problem is that the farmers will be paid,
but their creditors have advanced finance at high
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rates of interest to enable the farmers to carry on
for the year. In many cases, the creditors agreed to
defer previous payments as well as providing
finance, and the farmers are not only paying
interest, but also in a lot of cases they are paying
compound interest. This is a very serious situation,
and although we are experiencing a good season,
that does not mean the Minister for Agriculture
will not have considerable calls made upon him
and the Government for assistance in the coming
year.

Mr Evans: Both the Agriculture Department
report and the Legislative Assembly hardship re-
port indicate that fairly clearly.

Mr TUBBY: The problem is that when such a
pros perou s-looki ng season appears on the horizon,
people tend to forget that. I hope that is not the
case with the Minister.

The farming community cannot suffer ad-
ditional burdens by way of costs because the mar-
gin of profit has been reduced considerably by the
increased costs that have been forced on the
farmers. The increases that are readily
indentifiable have been estimated this year to be
up to 11I per cent higher than the costs last year,
while the returns to the rural industries are antici-
pated to increase by approximately five per cent
which means that, once again, the rural industries
will be further down the drain. This is a disastrous
situation which will not rectify itself.

I hope that assistance provided by the Govern-
ment for carry-on finance is more promptly dealt
with than was the case last year when emergency
assistance was available. In many cases, although
the Government approval was given early in the
piece, the finance was not in the hands of the
farmers until the end of June. I know of two cases
in which this created an embarrassing situation
due to the farmers having committed themselves
financially because of the need of fertiliser, fuel,
and what-have-you to put the crop in. Because of
the late approval of the finance, it was necessary
for them to obtain credit to put the crop in
immediately, and the Government finance was not
available to allow them to meet their
commitments in time.

I heard of one case of a farmer, his wife, and
their son who were forced to live on the son's
social security benefits because the father coulId
not obtain social security benefits for himself.
That was a very grim situation. It is bad enough
for one person to live on the unemployment ben-
efits these days, let alone a family of three. That
was a highly respected family, and they were em-
barrassed by the situation they faced.

Obviously farmers who have reached that sort
of situation will have to think of moving out of the
industry after this season. The hope is that funds
will be made available to farmers in a more viable
situation so that they can buy out other farmers,
allowing them to repay their debts and leave the
industry with dignity. It is sad to see farmers
leaving their homes and endeavouring to start new
lives in almost hopeless circumstances-in many
instances after a lifetime in farming. In r'any
instances, their ambition was to provide a way of
life on the farm for their families; and because of
the unfortunate situation, that will not be possible.

I am one of the customers of the State Energy
Commission, and I have water connected to my
property. I have received my second letter from
the Premier, patting himself and the Government
on the back and informing me how capably they
have managed the economy and how they have
been able to keep charges to a bare minimum this
financial year. I thought that was rather amusing
and a lot of nonsense, because last year, when we
could have done with this sort of situation,
increased charges were forced on the people.
When one averages this year's charges and taxes
with those of last year, one finds it is not a very
healthy situation. It is not one of which the
Government can be proud.

Mr Blaikie: If the Government performs the
way we are led to expect, it will give everybody a
refund next year.

Mr TUBBY: The Government promised that it
would be a low-tax, low-charge Government, and
that it would handle the economy responsibly.

Mr Tonkin: You have noticed it, too?

Mr TUBBY: Noticed it? I have noticed; but
that has not been the case.

Mr Tonkin: You are kidding. The lowest in-
creases in water charges for 10 years-something
you mob couldn't do while you were there!

Mr TUBBY: I strongly support the decision by
the Government, announced by the Minister for
Minerals and Energy in Geraldton recently, that
the natural gas pipeline is to be connected to the
Greenough industrial area and residential areas of
Geraldton. It was a very welcome announcement
indeed. It will certainly do a lot to enhance the
prospects of Geraldton's attractiveness for devel-
opment of industry in the future.

One aspect of the announcement was rather
amusing, and I refer to its timing, which was just a
few days prior to a visit by the Opposition shadow
Cabinet. It was obviously a rushed decision.

Mr Carr: Negotiations had been going on for
months.
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Mr TUBBY: The decision was so rushed that
the local members for the area had to be informed
by telegram just the day before the Minister was
to visit the area.

Mr Tonkin: Your Ministers never gave me any
information they were to visit my electorate-not
in nine years.

Mr TUBBY: I appreciated the telegram from
the Minister, but unfortunately it arrived too late.
I found it an hour and a half after he made the
announcement in my electorate.

Mr Tonkin: It was well timed.

Mr TUBBY: From the Minister's point of view
it might have been well timed. I am sure that the
availability of the gas will be of great benefit to
the region.

An announcement which has been hanging off
for some time and which is keenly awaited is that
concerning the go-ahead of the Mitchell Plateau
bauxite project. This is the type of development we
want in the region because it will provide a major
impact and create permanent employment for the
population. Already we have all the infrastructure
needed.

Mr Bridge: What's this? The Mitchell Plateau
is in my area.

Mr TUBBY: The bauxite will be brought down
to be processed in a good area. Apparently the
required technology is not available in the mem-
ber's electorate. The Geraldton area is a far more
attractive one in which to site the population, and
for this reason it will be a more stable work force.

My electorate presently produces approximately
70 per cent of the State's white lupin crop, which
is a valuable stock feed with great export
potential. I believe it could be a valuable food
product for humans and for that reason a lot more
research should be conducted into its possible use.
As a result, there needs to be a food products
factory in the region, and lupins could be a major
part of its work.

The horticultural industry could provide
another great interest. The tomato industry in the
region is going through a difficult stage. There is a
lot of feeling in the industry at Geraldton because
of the Vietnamese people who have come in and
seen an opportunity to earn a living. Good on them
for that. They have been able to arrange Finance
and they are not afraid to work.

Mr Tonkin: Are you in favour, then, of mi-
gration of Vietnamese here?

Mr TUBBY: I am not commenting on that at
the moment; I am saying they are good citizens
who work hard. They have seized an opportunity

that might otherwise have been taken up by some
of our own young unemployed.

Mr Read: So you consider them worthy mi-
grants to Australia?

Mr TUBBY: Yes, and they are certainly not
afraid to work. What I am critical of is that they
have taken an opportunity that was available to
some of our own Australian-born people who
might have taken up that challenge, but who did
not seek to do so because of the hard manual work
and long hours involved.

The need for a processing factory in the
Geraldton area is quite urgent and a feasibility
study should be carried out to ascertain whether
one could be established there. It would add a
great deal to the stability of the area, particularly
to the stability of the tomato growing industry. It
would certainly be beneficial if the fruit that was
surplus to the fresh fruit supply could be processed
in the region.

Furthermore, in view of the expanded horticul-
tural industry in the Geraldton area, I consider it
essential that a horticultural adviser be attached
to the branch of the Department of Agriculture in
Geraldton. We have a big establishment at
Sumnich and Gillams' property in Dongara, and
that is besides the tomato growing industry in the
Geraldton area. The potential for expansion is
there, particularly with the Vietnamese people.
They are always seeking advice, and that advice
should be available in the area because of the
valuable earnings and the employment they create
in the region.

When travelling through my electorate, it is
noticeable how many towns have wonderful sport-
ing facilities which have been provided recently. It
is very pleasing indeed to see that this Government
is carrying on from the previous Government in
supporting these projects. It means that these
towns can compete within districts and also we
find that country sporting teams can compete on
an equal basis when they have facilities equal to
those provided in the metropolitan area. The pro-
vision of these facilities is doing a lot to keep
young people in country areas.

I know the Minister for Local Government has
been very proud to open two facilities in my elec-
torate, at Morawa and Dongara, and the Premier
opened a facility at Walkaway recently.

During the Budget debate I will have more to
say about developments I would like to see take
place in my electorate.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [10.19 p.m.]: As
other members have done, I convey my congratu-
lations to Professor Gordon Reid on his appoint-
ment as Governor of the State. I commend those
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members of the Government who are responsible
for making the decision to invite Professor Reid to
take on this task, Before he became Governor, I
had dealings with him and found him to be a very
excellent man in terms of all the qualities necess-
ary to fill the position he now occupies.

The speech the Governor made to the assembled
Houses when he declared Parliament open on 25
July contains perhaps an indication of the largest
legislative programme that has ever been brought
before this House in one session. It contains many
things upon which I will not dwell upon, but some
deserve comment.

The first one, of course, is the matter of elec-
toral reform which has been given pride of place
by the Government of the day in that the
Governor dealt with it first. The Minister for Par-
liamentary and Electoral Reform and Leader of
the House wrote to all parties and advised them
that the Government would consider the various
policies of different parties and produce a new
blueprint on electoral reform.

I looked at the proposals on electoral reform
that have been put forward by the Leader of the
House, and I assure him that they bear no resem-
blance whatsoever to National Party policy on
electoral matters. I suppose the greatest variance
is that the proposals put forward by the Minister
do indeed carry no provisions at all for weighting
of rural votes. I accept there is a need to correct
those anomalies which exist in the upper House in
relation to the disproportionate weighting given to
some electoral provinces. Similarly in this House,
there is a need to define more correctly the metro-
politan area boundary. In my view a case can quite
easily be argued for the retention of some form of
weighting for rural votes; yet the proposal put
forward by the Minister for Parliamentary and
Electoral Reform does not contain any such Pro-
vision.

I suggest to that Minister that if he wants to hve
any electoral reforms accepted bythe other
House, he will have to move awaiy firo the prin-
ciple of one-vote-one-value and accept a weighte
vote ratio that is practical and which removes the
anomalies which exist under today's electoral
laws. He should produce something which is about
hair way between the policy to which he ascribes
and the policy which exists at the moment. I
suggest to him that he reads carefully the electoral
policy of the National Party because he will find
that it does meet half way the policy he espouses
and the one that is currently in place. I do not
think the Minister could expect the rural
constituencies of Western Australia to lose some-
thing like 17 seats from this Parliament. That is
far too large a reduction, and yet that is what he is

advocating in the policy he intends or hopes to
present for us to approve during the coming year.

In this place there are likely to be 39 metropoli-
tan seats whereas currently there are only 30
seats. In the other place, 14 seats represent the
metropolitan area and that figure will be increased
to 20. If we look at the figures-and I am quite
sure I am correct-approximately 17 seats will be
removed from country areas; 15 seats will be
transferred to the metropolitan area; and two will
be abolished. In reality, can we expect members of
the Legislative Council to accept that type of
reform?

Mr Blaikie: You cannot expect the people of
WA to accept that sort of reform, either.

Mr COWAN: I would certainly go out into the
electorate and advise them not to, because we need
a certain level of representation in country areas
to compensate for some of the disadvantages that
country people are expected to overcome.

Mr Blaikie: The legislation the Government is
proposing shows that it is out of touch with
country people and with reality.

Mr COWAN: I would not go so far as to say it
is out of touch, but it is being unrealistic. It is
quite impractical and would be unacceptable.
Most Western Australians to whom I have spoken
expect a degree of vote weighting, but they cer-
tainly do not expect the disproportionate 12:1
weighting which exists at the moment. They ex-
pect the level of vote weighting, for argument's
sake, which exists in the Senate.

Maybe they accept that because the Senate was
put forward under the Constitution as the States'
House, but, nevertheless, because of the compo-
sition of the Senate, we have a weighted vote ratio
between New South Wales and Tasmania of
approximately 8:1. Nobody questions the weighted
vote ratio that exists there. People probably accept
it because the Senate goes under the name of the
States' House. Senators elected to that Chamber
abrogated many years ago their role as representa-
tives of the State and adopted instead a party
political role and yet, nevertheless, vote weighting
for the Senate has never been questioned.

I suggest that if the Minister accepts a ratio of
vote weighting that is practical, say, in the Legis-
lative Council, of no more than 4:1 or 5:1 in the
most remote areas of WA, and of perhaps 2:1 or
2'A:1 in the agricultural and mining areas, that
would be acceptable. He can have proportional
representation on a regional basis. That type of
system would be acceptable to the public of WA
and he would find that it would remove most of
the anomalies about which people are particularly
critical and it would still provide an even-handed
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basis upon which all parties could gain represen-
tation in the various regions that they were
seeking to represent. I do not want to dwell too
long on the matter of electoral reform.

We have already given notice through the mem-
ber for Stirling that the National Party is quite
concerned about the matter of electoral reform.
He will deal with that when he introduces his Bill.
Other matters concern me in terms of policy; those
matters have been touched upon by other speakers
and are worth mentioning again.

Over the last 12 months, Westrail has been pro-
moting a five-year corporate plan and included in
that corporate plan is a strategy to develop
Westrail as an efficient transport system concen-
trating mainly on bulk commodities.

I guess there are two main areas where Westrail
is trying to target its activities: The first is to
reduce the level of employment within the com-
mission, and the second is to have bulk commodi-
ties attracted to rail as a transport mode. I wel-
come the emphasis of the Minister for Transport
in attempting to reduce the excessive staff allo-
cation given to Westrail. I hope he is successful,
because it is important that he is. However, with
regard to the attraction to rail of bulk commodi-
ties, Westrail had better start again. I am refer-
ring to the grain freight proposal, a proposal
compiled by Westrail and by the grain freight
steering committee..

That committee comprised members from the
Primary Industry Association, the Pastoralists and
Graziers Association, CBH, the Transport Com-
mission, and the Australian Wheat Board- those
bodies most concerned with the transport of grain
once it is harvested. The objective of this com-
mittee was to put Westrail in a position where it
became competitive with road transport, over a
five-year period.

The objection I have to this plan is that for some
reason the area I represent will not become any
closer to a competitive freight other than in five
years' time yet those areas where freight rates are
already realistic and reasonably competitive will
be reduced by Westrail yet again. I refer to the
short haul areas and those areas where compe-
tition exists already-the areas adjacent to road
franchise districts. In those two areas Westrail has
conceded that it must improve. It has been pre-
pared to drop more than freight rates in those
regions, yet in the area where Westrail is supposed
to be most competitive-the long haul regions-it
has maintained freight rates at what we believe to
be unrealistically high levels.

I think it is true to say that they are high when
it is realised that 20 per cent of the gross income

of people in these regions is expended on freight
charges for farm requisites and farm produce. I do
not wish to pre-empt the report of the rural hard-
ship committee, but if the interim report is any-
thing by which to judge its final report, it will be
quite clear it will be addressing itself to this mat-
ter of freight rates.

The committee will undoubtedly demonstrate a
large farm cost which is directly attributed to an
authority which comes under the responsibility of
the State Government and about which the State
Government should be at great pains to do some-
thing.

I noticed the Acting Premier delivered a lengthy
reply to a question about whether Koolyanobbing
and Kwinana would be restarted. I would suggest
that the only possible way Koolyanobbing could
ever be reopened as an iron ore mine to feed the
Kwinana blast furnaces would be to offer attract-
ive freight rates for iron ore. Three or four years
ago the freight rate for iron ore was something like
60 per cent of the freight rate of that other
commodity, grain, and Westrail claimed that that
was a reasonable difference.

I can assure the Government that grain pro-
ducers do not think so and if Kwinana is started
again, and as a consequence of that
Koolyanobbing is opened as an operating mine, a
lot of questions will be asked about the freight
concessions which may be granted to BHP for the
reopening of that mine.

I would think that the contribution made by
agriculture, and its allied industries, is equally as
important as the contribution made by BHP in
Western Australia. I am sure agriculture provides
a lot More than 500 jobs, which the Acting
Premier predicted would be produced by the
recommnencement of those two industries at
Kwinana and Koolyanobbing.

I would go so far as to suggest that if Westrail
and the grain freight steering committee cannot
produce a proposal which satisfies grain producers
in Western Australia, this Government should
give consideration to referring the problem to the
AWB Or the growers' own company CBH, and
asking Westraill to charge CBH for a particular
task,' and then telling CBH that it has the re-
sponsibility to allocate the cost of that single
charge to particular growers. I would much rather
that happened than to allow the anomalies in the
current proposals to continue into a new ive-year
contract for grain freight rates. I am certain that
the directors of the board of CBH- would be far
more sensitive to the pressures of growers than
would be the members of this Government.
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One other issue will create some controversy;
that is, the proposal by this Government to amend
the Mining Act. A decision was made by the then
Government in 1978 to withdraw the protection
which was given to the farming community over
the use of their land for mining. Under the 1904
Act farmers were able to prevent mining on their
land by not signing or reaching any agreement
with a mining company. That provision was with-
drawn in the 1978 Act, but was restored three or
four years later.

The National Party maintained its view that
those provisions should never have been left out of
the 1978 Act. We were pleased to see them
restored, as were most of the industry organis-
ations, such as the PIA and the Pastoralists and
Graziers Association. However, as a consequence
of the Hunt report there is some talk that the
Mining Act is to be reviewed and that this right of
veto which was granted to farmers is about to be
removed. I can assure members that that will be
opposed vigorously by the National Party and by
all the organisations which represent agriculture.

Mr Bridge: That is a form of land security.

Mr COWAN: Of course it is.

Mr Bridge: It is not unlike land rights, really.

Mr COWAN: I am not for one moment arguing
that it is not. To make my position clear on that
point, any farmer who has title to land and has
been granted title under the Land Act should have
that particular privilege. They are farmers; I do
not care whether they are Italians, Moroccans, or
Aborigines.

Mr Bridge: They should have that protection.

Mr COWAN: Yes, exactly. If the member
wants to say that is a form of land rights for
people in agricultural pursuits, I will agree. How-
ever, I am sure that what he is referring to is the
fact that we are claiming this right of veto over
mining on land should remain, and the member is
relating that to Aboriginal land rights. I do not see
any relationship there.

Mr Bridge: It is a form of security of tenure.

Mr COWAN: Yes. If the member is talking
about land rights he will have to define precisely
what they are before we can get involved in dis-
cussions. It means different things to different
people. If the member is talking about Aboriginal
communities, I point out that some people want
title to land for that community and others want

individual security of tenure over parcels of that
land. While I am opposed to any particular title
being given to a person because of his or her race,
I believe the member must define precisely what
"land rights" means.

Mr Bridge: I have defined it; I said "land ten-
ure".

Mr COWAN: In that case there is no need for
any land rights legislation because security of ten-
ure over land already exists. I am sure it can be
granted under the provisions of the Acts which are
on the Statute books at present. If it can be proved
to me that it cannot be granted, I will consider the
argument put forward, but it has not yet been
proved. If it is, that will be the whole basis of the
Seaman inquiry. If it can come up with that type
of proof we will have to look closely at legislation.
Legislation granting rights to a person because of
race is not on. Legislation granting security of
tenure to people regardless of race should be
promoted, and I am promoting it in relation to
agriculture. If one is a farmer it does not matter
what race one belongs to. One has those rights and
they should be retained.

I have heard several speakers on this side of the
House refer to the economic viability of the rural
community. That viability is a consequence of
Government action over the last 25 or 30 years.
Somebody said "inaction" and that is correct. The
responsibility for the state of agriculture upon
which the majority or' our rural economy is based
rests solely with the Governments of the past.
They are responsible for the fact that the average
farmer earns $11 000 a year and the average wage
earner earns $19 000 a year. The policies which
have caused that have been built up over a period
of many years.

I refer particularly to tariffs which were started
some 60 years ago and which were promoted
strongly by a former Leader of the Country Party,
John McEwen. They had been held in place by
successive Governments and are now indexed.
These issues will have to be redressed by current
Governments. I recognise it is a Federal problem
and that we cannot blame this State Government
for issues which started 30 or 40 years ago and
which are Canberra's responsibility.

I think this Government should do more to
make the position known. I hope that when the
report on rural hardship comes out it is widely
published and drawn to the attention of those
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people in Canberra who are responsible for seeing
some equity restored to the earning capacity of the
Eu

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

ra cmmotttiL. Message from the Council received and read
notifying the personnel of sessional committees

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Trethowan. elected by that House.
House adjourned at 10.47 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

2 to 4. Postponed.

AGRICULTURE

Research Stations: Kimberley and Pilbara
44. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) How many Department of Agriculture
Research Stations are currently
operating in the Pilbara and Kimnberley
regions?

(2) Where are these stations located?
Mr EVANS replied:

(1) 3.
(2) (a) Ord River Regeneration Research

Station.
(b) Fox River Station.

(c) Irrigation Research Station-
Kununurra.

(a) and (b) make up the Ord River
catchment area regeneration reserve in
east Kimberley.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY
Leases: Ord River Station

45. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) What is the estimated cattle population

on Ord River Station?

(2) How many of that number are involved
in the stud breeding programme?

(3) Of the remainder, what is the estimated
number which could be mustered and
marketed?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) Estimated cattle population on the Ord
River catchmnent area regeneration re-
serve--which includes the old leases of
Ord River Station, Turner River Station
and part of Flora Valley Station-is
18000.

(2) About 1 400 head are currently involved
in the stud breeding programme. A
further 2 250 cattle are involved in other
research programmes within the Ord
River regeneration area.

(3) Given sufficient funds for a concentrated
mustering campaign 80 per cent to 90
per cent of the remainder could be
mustered and marketed over a number
of years.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY
Leases: Ord River Station

46. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:
How many cattle have been turned off
from Ord River Station-
(a) for slaugher;
(b) as store cattle;
(c) as breeding stock;

in 1979; 1980; 198 1; 1982 and 1983?
Mr EVANS replied:

(a) to (c) In 1979, 1980, and 1981, the ma-
jority of cattle from the Ord River catch-
ment area regeneration reserve was sold
directly to abattoirs. In 1982 and 1983,
they were sold by auction on the prop-
erty and their end use is not known.
Total turnoff figures were as follows-

1979-3 275
1980-4 105
1981-5 308
1982-8 420
1983-7 060

ABATTOIR
Robb Jetty

47. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is it the intention of the Government to
upgrade Robb Jetty Abattoir to conform
to EEC standards?

(2) If "Yes", when is it expected that an
inspection by the EEC representative
will take place?

(3) What quantity of lamb is expected to be
supplied to EEC countries in the form
of-
(a) careases;

(b) cuts;
(c) offal?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) The Government will consider

this matter when it has examined the
report of the inquiry into Government
involvement in the meat industry.

(3) 1 have been advised by the Western
Australian Lamb Marketing Board that
the following quantities are expected to
be supplied to EEC market up to I
March 1985-
(a) carcases-250 tonnes
(b) cuts-ll62tonnes
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(c) offal-The best market for offal is
the EEC. It is expected that mast
offal from EEC-approved abattoirs
will go to that market.

Note: The above quantities include
product for European countries which
are not members of the EEC, but which
require product to be processed to EEC
veterinary standards.

ABATTOIRS
Lamb Marketing Board

48. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Has he received any indications from the

WA Lamb Marketing Board of the poss-
ible effect on the export of lamb from
WA to the Middle East by the recent
devaluation of the New Zealand dollar?

(2) If not, is it his intention to seek such
information?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) The Western Australian Lamb

Marketing Board has advised that it had
made significant forward sales to the
Middle East prior to the New Zealand
devaluation. These sales will not be af-
fected by the devaluation.
The impact of the devaluation on future
sales from Western Australia to the
Middle East will depend on New
Zealand's marketing strategy following
devaluation. I am advised by the WA
Lamb Marketing Board that there is no
evidence yet that New Zealand will re-
duce its prices for lamb exports. New
season lamb from New Zealand will not
become available for export until
October.

ABATlTOIRS
Meat Inspection Service

49. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:
Has the Government considered plans to
set up a State meat inspection service to
cover both export and home consumption
product?

Mr EVANS replied:
No.

AGRICULTURE: DEPARTMENT
Dams: Experimental

64. Mr McNEE to the Minister of Agriculture:
(1) Has the department carried out

(2)
(3)

further works on the experimental/ de-
monstration dams situated at Cleary?

When and over what period?

What works have been carried out, and
why?

(4) Which departmental staff have been
involved with this work and (or what
period?

(5) Will he supply full details and costs
associated with this work including con-
tractors and material?

(6) What is the result of the new work and
why was it necessary?

(7) What has been the total cost of works at
Cleary since the commencement of this
project?

(8)
(9)

What further costs are envisaged?
Is the latest technique involved different
from that originally involved, and if so,
why?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) Work was carried out in the

period April-July 1984.
(3) (a) Clay linings were placed in Cleary

Downs No. I dam, and in the
Cleary Downs flat-batter dam, to
minimise seepage loss in dams used
for research study.

(b) A vertical, 6m high float well, and
walkway were installed in the clay-
lined No. I dam to enable accurate
and continuous measurement of
water level in the dam. This equip-
ment will allow high quality data to
be collected of rainfall, runoff from
the adjacent roaded catchmient, and
seepage loss from the dam.

(4) Two soil research officers and two tech-
nical officers spent approximately three
weeks on the site.

(5) The clay lining of No. I dam cost
$12 200 and the flat-batter dam $33270,
the costs consisting of earthworks and
hire of a large vibrating compactor.
The construction materials required for
the float well and walkway cost $4 000,
and the instruments for rainfall and
water level recording an additional
$4000.

(6) The clay lining of the two dams will be
evaluated over the next 12 months. The
result appears to be successful at this
stage.
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The dams, as presently constructed, pro-
vide a unique opportunity to collect and
evaluate data relating to rainfall, runoff
and seepage from clay lined dams in the
north-eastern wheatbelt.

(7) The total cost of the research projects in
the Cleary area to date is approximately
$60 000.

(8) The operating and maintenance costs
associated with the present data collec-
tion are estimated to be $5 0.00 a year for
a minimum of eight years.

(9) In the recent clay-lining work the lining
layer was placed with a greater degree of
control of moisture content, lining thick-
ness and soil density than was achieved
in previous clay-lining work.

FISHERIES
Rock Lobster Advisory Committee

80. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:
(1) Who are the members of the WA Rock

Lobster Advisory Committee?
(2) Which part of the industry does each

member represent?
(3) When Mr Keith Pearce was appointed to

the committee-
(a) who nominated him;

(b) what are his qualifications;
(c) how many other persons were

nominated;
(d) who by;
(e) what were their qualifications?

(4) Why was Mr Pearce regarded as the per-
son most suited to serve on the com-
mittee?

Mr EVANS replied:
(I) and (2) Mr B. K. Bowen-

Chairman-Director of Fisheries
Mr N. E. McLaughlan-Chief Fisheries
Officer, Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife
Mr F. A. C. Connell-Member of Rock
Lobster and Prawning Association of
Australia
Mr K. Palmer-Member of Rock Lob-
ster and Prawning Association of
Australia
Mr J. Fitzhardinge-Commercial rock
lobster fisherman
Mr 1. Finlay-Commercial rock lobster
fisherman

Mr F. Bombara-Commercial rock lob-
ster fisherman
Mr K. W. Pearce-Commercial rock
lobster fisherman
Mr E. L. Morton-A person not a com-
mercial rock lobster fisherman

(3) (a) Two Rocks Professional Fisher-
men's Association;

(b) an experienced commercial
lobster fisherman;

(c)

(d)

rock

five;

the opportunity to nominate
fishermen for appointment was
provided to fishermen's associations.
They were requested to submit
names of commercial fishermen
whom their association believed
would provide valuable service to
the committee;

(e) they were all experienced commer-
cial rock lobster fishermen.

(4) I considered him to be the person who
could provide the most valuable service
to the committee.

MINERALS

State Batteries

93. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) With regard to the Fields report on the

operations and activities of State Batter-
ies, have all the recommendations been
implemented?

(2) If not, which recommendations are still
being considered or remain to be
implemented?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) and (2) Recommendations I to 7 have
been accepted or are being kept under
review.
Recommendation 8 has been acted upon
in respect of three centres but heap
leaching with carbon is now being
investigated as an alternative.

Recommendations 9 to I I have not been
acted upon but will be kept under review.

Recommendation 12 will be kept under
review in budget deliberations.

Recommendation 13 has led to some
changes and others will be made pro-
gressively.
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HEALTH: DENTAL
Technicians: Legislation

109. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Did he receive a submission on the

proposed Dental Technicians Bill from
the Western Australian branch of the
Australian Dental Association in
November 1983?

(2) Has he replied to that submission, and
would he be prepared to table a copy of
his response?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) The association was assured that its sub-

mission would be considered.

HEALTH: DENTAL
Technicians: Legislation

110. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Did he in the latter half of 1983 receive a

letter from the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Western Australia express-
ing opposition to the proposed dental
technicians legislation?

(2) If he received such a letter, what was his
response and on what date did he reply?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.

A formal acknowledgment was sent on
receipt of the Acting Vice-Chancellor's
letter.
He did not appear to be seeking a re-
sponse, but was seeking only to put a
submission before the Government. The
submission has been given thoughtful
consideration.

HEALTH: DENTAL
Technicians: Legislat(ion

Ill. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) What documented evidence does he have
in his possession that demonstrates a
community need for biologically un-
trained dental technicians to work on the
public?

(2) Would he table any such documented
evidence so that Parliament may judge
the need for the proposed dental tech-
nicians legislation?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) and (2) The Government is honouring an

election undertaking which will intro-
duce legislation similar to that existing
in other States which will permit ad-
equately trained and experienced dental
prosthetists to work directly with mem-
bers of the public.

TRANSPORT: WESTRAIL

Staff. Five-year Corporate Plan
112. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) Referring to Westrail's five-year corpor-

ate plan, will he please let me have
schedules showing extracts on staff levels
at all locations and departments within
Westrail as envisaged by the strategic
plan?

(2) If these schedules do not include
proposed staff levels for head office, East
Perth (administration) and all depart-
ments will he please let me know the
staff levels due to the introduction of the
corporate plan through to the year 1989-
90 for the whole Westrail system?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) and (2) Westrail staff estimates on a
branch basis for the years 1984-85 and
1988-89 are as follows-

Branch
Commission and Secretariat
Accounts and Audit
Traffic
Marketing
Management Service Bureau
Mechanical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Signal and Communication
Supply

TOTAL

Current
150
1 50

2 760
50
90

2 600
1 230

390
180

1988-89
140
I50

1 790
30
90

2 090
1 070

370
180

7600 5910

These estimates, which are not available at this
time by location, are subject to future review.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNEROO
SHIRE COUNCIL

Auditor Genera): .Surcharges
113. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister for

Local Government:
(1) Why were the notices of surcharges sent

by the Auditor General to previous and
present councillors and officers of the
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Shire of Wanneroo on plain typing paper
and not on an official Government letter-
head?

(2) Why was a notice of surcharge sent to
the wire of a former Shire of Wanneroc
councillor, both of whom are deceased,
causing distress to their family?

(3) What was the total liability of the expen-
diture made by the Shire of Wanneroo in
connection with its town planning
scheme No. 5 sought to be recovered by
the Auditor General's notices of sur-
charge?

(4) What is the total of the amounts on all
the notices of surcharge served by the
Auditor General on previous and present
councillors and officers of the Shire of
Wanneroo?

Mr CARR replied:

The matters raised in questions (1) to
(4) fall within the province of the Audi-
tor General and he has Provided the fol-
lowing answers-

(1) The surcharge notice was issued in
the form prescribed pursuant to Ac-
counting Direction 42 and the use of
official letterhead was considered to
be inappropriate. The address of the
department is clearly stated on the
notice of surcharge.

(2) A notice was not issued in the man-
ner suggested. I understand that a
newspaper report to the effect
stated above has since been
corrected.

(3) $2 050 655.21

(4) As section 632(4) of the Local
Government Act provides for indi-
viduals to be jointly and severally
liable the total surcharge for which
recovery is sought is $2 050 655.21

DAIRYING

Milk: Price

114. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Which areas of the south-west will re-
ceive cheaper retail milk?

(2) Are any other areas of Western
Australia to receive cheaper milk in the
future?

(3) If so, which areas?

(4) At which stage or stages does the re-
duction in cost cover, i.e. from the pro-
ducer, manufacturer or vendor?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1), (2), and (4) The Government ap-

proved the recent milk price rise sought
by the Dairy Industry Authority subject
to the condition that part of the increase
be used to support milk delivery costs to
country districts under the authority's
control.
The Dairy Industry Authority is cur-
rently working out the details of that
support. When complete these will be
considered by the Government and a
public announcement made.

(3) The Government has asked the authority
to investigate methods by which the
price of milk can be reduced in the
northern portion of the State.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Free Treatment

115. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is he aware of the fact that members of

the public are not always able to obtain
free medical treatment at public hospi-
tals in Western Australia?

(2) Did he promise free outpatient and hos-
pital treatment at public hospitals after
the introduction of Medicare?

(3) When can every Western Australian ex-
pect free treatment at public hospitals,
as promised?

Mr HODGE replied:
(I) Yes.
(1) and (3) Free medical treatment in public

hospitals, under Medicare arrangements
requires the co-operation of private
medical practitioners in those hospitals
where medical services are provided by
practitioners in private practice.

WATER RESOURCES
Treatment Plant: Australind

116. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) Is the building of the water treatment

plant at Australind on schedule?
(2) If not, why not?
(3) If not, when is the estimated date of

completion?

300



[Wednesday, 1 August 1984] 0

(4) If so, when is the estimated date of
completion?

Mr TON KIN replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.
(4) 30 November 1984.

117 and 118. Postponed.

PRICES, CONTROL

Fuel
119. Mr HASSELL, to the Acting Premier:

With respect to the Government's recent
announcement that it would cede fuel
price control to Canberra, would he indi-
cate what changes have occurred in the
industry and, in particular, in fuel
pricing over the 15 months since the
Government found it necessary to as-
semble a special sitting of Parliament to
enact price control legislation?

Mr BRYCE replied:
I am not aware of the announcement to
which the member refers.
I am surprised that the Leader of the
Opposition would raise the subject of
petrol prices. The previous Government's
inaction in this regard is a matter of
record.
The Government has expressed concern
in the fuel industry and this concern has
been manifested with action.
The legislation enacted in March last
year gave the Government power to
undertake initiatives in this area.
Firstly, the position of a Prices Com-
missioner was established and price or-
ders were issued which reduced the price
of petrol throughout the State by at least
2c per litre. This resulted in considerable
savings for consumers.

The Government also established a pub-
lic inquiry into petrol prices and related
matters. This inquiry examined evidence
and submissions from the industry and
members of the public.

In addition the State Government made
a substantial submission to the public in-
quiry into petrol prices undertaken by
the Prices Surveillance Authority, a
Commonwealth authority established as

a result of the Prices and Incomes Ac-
cord. The result of this inquiry was to
establish a new wholesale pricing struc-
ture with a lower price than that adopted
by the previous Commonweal' th auth-
ority and along the lines suggested by the
State submission.

These initiatives have demonstrated that
the Government is prepared to take ac-
tion in regard to pet roleunm prices.

120. Postponed.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNERO
SHIRE COUNCIL

Auditor General: Surcharges

121. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) What persons other than present or for-
mer council lors of the Shire of
Wanneroo have been issued with notices
of surcharge in relation to town planning
scheme No. 5 by the Auditor General?7

(2) What was the justification for issuing
such -notices of surcharge to persons
other than councillors?

(3) What were the amounts designated on
each such notice of surcharge?

Mr CARR replied:

The matters raised in the question fall
within the province of the Auditor Gen-
eral and he has Provided the following
answers-

(1) Mr N. S. Bennetts a former Shire
C lerk of t he S hi re of Wanneroo.

Mr B. C. Williamson a former Shire
Treasurer of the Shire of
Wanneroo.

(2) The information is contained in the
Auditor's reports for the financial
years ended 30 June 1982 and 30
June 1983 and the notices of sur-
charge issued to the two people re-

- ferred to in (1) above.

A copy is hereby tabled.

(3) Answered in (2) above.

The paper was ta bled (see paper No. 8$9.

122 and 123. Postponed.
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FISHERIES

South Coast

124. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Fisheries and
Wild life:

(1) Has the exploratory fishing venture in
south coastal waters by Mr George
Mure been completed?

(2) If so, would he please table the report?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The survey was undertaken without
Government assistance and thus a report
was not required.

COMMUNITY SERVICES: DEPARTMENT

FOR COMMUNITY WELFARE

Offices

125. Mr HASSELL, to the Acting Premier:

(1) Has his Government entered into a com-
mitment with a private developer for a
long-term lease of office premises in East
Perth for the Department for Com-
munity Welfare?

(2) If "Yes", what are the details?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) Negotiations in respect of the terms of
the lease and the cost of rental have not
been concluded.

It is envisaged that a long-term lease of
the property currently owned by the
MRPA will be granted to the developers
who in turn will develop the required
accommodation and lease the premises
back to the Government initially for a
period of not less than I5 years with
options of renewal.

At the end of the grounds lease the entire
development will become the property of
the Government.

The developer's original proposition was
based on an intention to purchase the
land but this Government considered it
more appropriate to maintain the event-
ual benefit of the development for the
State.

HEALTH: NURSES
Shortage

126. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is there a shortage of trained nurses for

hospitals in Western Australia?

(2) If so, at which hospitals are there short-
ages?

(3) If there is a shortage what action is the
Government taking for retraining
nurses?

(4) What retraining programmes are cur-
rently in force?

(5) Is there a charge for nurses to retrain?

Mr HODGE replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) Some regional and smaller country hos-
pitals.

(3) Refresher/reregistration courses for
registered general nurses are to be
undertaken at Bunbury and Kalgoorlie
this year.

A subcommittee in association with the
WAIT School of Nursing has been
involved in the planning of re-
fresher/reregistration programmes for
later this year.

(4) The Western Australian School of
Nursing conducts three refresher/
reregistration programmes per year.

Individual hospitals conduct three-
month practical refreshers as needs dic-
tate.

The second refresher/reregistration
course for enrolled nurses is in progress
at this time.

(5) Both the Western Australian School of
Nursing and Mt. Henry charge a fee of
$200 which is a nominal amount to
offset the cost of running the course.

GAMBLING: CASINO

Burswood Island: Floodplain

127. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

(1) Is the proposed casino site at Burswood
Island in a floodway area?

(2) If so, will the Public Works Department
allow the casino to be built on this site if
the project is approved?
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(3) If so, and the site is designated floodway
why will the Public Works Department
allow buildings to be built in a floodway?

Mr TON KIN replied:

(I) No.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

128 and 129. Postponed.

SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS

Inquiry

130. Mr COURT, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Industrial Development:

When will the Government's inquiry into
trading hours be complete?

Mr PARKER replied:

The inquiry is being conducted in a
thorough manner and will be completed
as expeditiously as possible.

BUILDING INDUSTRY

Srandover Tactics

131. Mr COURT, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Industrial Relations:

Have inspectors from the Department of
Industrial Relations been instructed not
to investigate "standover" tactics an
building sites?

Mr PARKER replied:

The duties that industrial inspectors are
required to perform are established
under the Industrial Arbitration Act
1979-82.

TAXES AND CHARGES

Financial Institutions Duty: Review Committee

132. Mr COURT, to the Acting Premier:

(a) What is the membership of the Govern-
ment's committee to review the Financial
institutions duty?

(b) When will this committee report its
findings?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(a) and (b) Refer to answer to question 55.

133 and 134. Postponed.

DEFENCE: US NAVY

Visits: ALP Decision

135. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Defence
Liaison:

(1) Does he anticipate restrictions on visits
of United States Navy warships to West-
ern Australia in the 1984-85 year follow-
ing the decision of the recent Australian
Labor Party National Conference?

(2) Can he ascertain whether Mr Hayden
gave the Western Australian Labor
Party an assurance that visits would be
cut?

(3) Will a ban on nuclear powered vessels be
imposed?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) to (3) The Government's policy in re-
lation to visits by the warships of friendly
powers is quite clear. We support the
actions of our Federal colleagues in the
discharge of Australia's treaty obli-
gations.

136 and 1 37. Postponed.

TECHNOLOGY

Elect ronic Funds Transfer Systems

138. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Tech-
nology:

Has the Government offered to assist
Western Australian high technology
companies participating in the develop-
ment of hardware and software for the
introduction of electronic funds transfer
systems in Australia?

Mr BRYCE replied:

The Government is ready to facilitate
the efforts of local companies to win
major contracts in all fields.

Wherever possible it will continue to as-
sist local companies in obtaining access
to key decision-makers in national
companies, as it has done in the case of
the electronics industry.

I have had discussions with one local
electronics company which is interested
in supplying EFT equipment. Arising
from these discussions a meeting to prog-
ress the matter will occur next week be-
tween the local electronics company and
the bank concerned.
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TRANSPORT

Western Suburbs

139. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Transport:

(a) Will public transport running north-
south in the western suburbs of the
metropolitan area be-improved in the
1984-85 year;

(b) if "Yes", what improvements will be
introduced?

Mr GR ILL replied:

(a) and (b) All services are reviewed period-
ically and if the member could be more
specific as to the particular area he is
interested in, I will be glad to have the
matter looked into for him.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Burswood Island: Floodplain

140. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Works:

Is the Government's proposed casino on
Burswood Island located on the
"floodplain", as detailed by the Public
Works Department?

Mr McI VER replied:

As this matter does not come within the
ambit of my portfolio, the member
should refer this question to my col-league, the Minister for Water Re-
sources.

SALARIES AND WAGES FREEZE ACT

Exemptions
141. Mr COURT, to the Acting Premier-

(1) How many public servants eligible for
the 10 per cent pay cut were exempted?

(2) What were the budgeted savings for the
first nine months of the 10 per cent pay
cut?

(3) What were the actual savings?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) to (3) Some persons affected by the
Temporary Reduction of Remuneration
(Senior Public Officers) Act lodged ap-
plications for exemption up to the end of
last month. Some of them remain to be
considered by the Hon. Premier and
Treasurer.
As the Act will soon cease to have effect,
details are being obtained of the sums of

salary saved by "public authorities"
which operate outside the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

The Premier and Treasurer will give the
member a detailed answer to the ques-
tion in writing when all applications have
been decided and the information about
savings in "public authorities" is avail-
able. The detailed answer will also be
provided to other members who have
asked similar questions.

STATE ENGINEERING WORKS

Foundry Operators: Inspections

142. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Works:

Does the State Engineering Works allow
private sector foundry operators to in-
spect their foundry equipment processes?

Mr McIVER replied:

The State Engineering Works is pre-
pared to allow access to its foundry for
general inspection of its facilities and
processes for the benefit of industry in
Western Australia. However, it takes the
normal precautions used in industry to
avoid giving detailed information to
competitors which could be used to give
them a commercial advantage over the
State Engineering Works. Care is also
taken to safeguard the privacy of work
undertaken on behalf of clients.

TECHNOLOGY: PARK

Medical Incorporated

143. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Tech-
nology:

Is is necessary for a technology transfer
agreement to be made between the State
Government and Medical Incorporated
for it to establish its operations in West-
emn Australia?

Mr BRYCE replied:

No. Medical Incorporated, as Medical
Australia, is already established in West-
ern Australia. However, an agreement
between the Government of Western
Australia and Medical Incorporated,
dealing with matters which include tech-
nology transfer will be signed before
Medical Inc. establishes its new facility
at WA Technology Park.
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Banks: Offshore

144. Mr COURT, to the Acting Premier:
(1) Is the Federal Government's inquiry into

offshore banking completed?
(2) What input has the Western Australian

Government made into this inquiry?
Mr

(1)
BRYCE replied:
and (2) The working party referred to
has not yet been established by the Com-
monwealth Government.

TAXES AND CHARGES
Financial Institutions Duty: Receipts

145. Mr COURT, to the Acting Premier:
(1) What are the monthly financial insti-

tutions duty receipts for-
(a) January;
(b) February;
(c) March;
(d) April;
(e) May;
(f) June;
(g) July?

(2) What was the budgeted amount of re-
ceipts from January to June 1984?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) (a) Monthly receipts relate to

transactions undertaken in the pre-
vious month. Since FID was
introduced on I January 1984, re-
ceipts for January were nil.

(b) $3 524 674
(c) $3099379
(d) $3395 116
(e) $3026269
(f) $3491868
(g) $3 351 648

(2) The budgeted amount of receipts from
January to June 1984 was $16.2 million
which compares with actual collections
over this period of $16 537 306.

HEALTH: DISABLED PERSONS
Orthopaedic Footwear

146. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Health:
Will the State Government ensure that
disabled people will be able to receive
subsidised orthopaedic footwear
throughout the 1984-85 financial year?

Mr HODGE replied:

.Inpatients and registered outpatients of
public hospitals are able to receive
appropriate orthopaedic footwear with-
out charge upon prescription from their
orthopaedic specialist. Other patients are
able to receive ortbopaedic footwear
without charge through provisions of the
PADP scheme upon prescription from
the appropriate medical practitioner.

As the PADP is a Federal Government
scheme which is admipistered by the
State, any assurances regarding continu-
ing levels of financial support need to be
directed to the Federal Government.

147 and 148. Postponed.

TRANSPORT: FREIGHT
Grain

149. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Will he please table the Westrail pro-

posal for freight on grain for the 1984-85
season?

(2) How much extra grain is estimated to be
attracted to rail by the proposal?

(3) From what source or bin is the extra
grain to be attracted or directed to rail?

(4) (a) What was the total tonnage of grain
transported to all ports for the
198 3-84 season;

(b) how much was transported by rail;

(c) how much was transported by road;
(d) what was the tonnage transported to'

each port?

(5) Of the extra tonnage Of grain proposed
to be directed to, or attracted to rail
what tonnage-expressed for each
port-will be received at a port
differently from that which applies from
the present transport freight arrange-
ments?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) No. The proposed grain contract is a
commercial document but if the member
so wishes I will let him have a copy on a
confidential basis.

(2) Tonnage of grain attracted to rail will
depend on the size of the harvest. The
proposed contract envisaged an increase
in Westrail's share of the grain task of
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between 10 and 15 per cent over the con-
tract period.

(3) Objective of the contract is to achieve
competitive rates throughout the period
of the contract. The contract proposes
that additional grain from the Lakes and
Great Southern districts will feed into
the rail system. Competitive rates across
the rail system may also result in some
other grain presently road hauled
transferring to rail.

(4) (a) Total harvest was 4.9 million

(b)
(c)

tonnes.
3.3 million tonnes.
1.6 million tonnes (includes direct
haul to ports by farmers).

(d) Year to date-figures for each
route.

Geraldton
Kwinana
Bun bury
Albany
Esperance

Tonnes
516000
I 716000

31000
563 000
194 000

3020000

(5) If the proposed contract were accepted
approximately 80 000 tonines of grain
would be redirected from the Esperance
Port to the Albany Port.

TRANSPORT: SERVICES
Franchised and Subsidised

I50. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Since I July 1982 how many appli-

cations have been received for franchise
and/or subsidised transport services?

(2) From what area has each application
been made?

(3) Will he please list each of the franchise
and/or subsidy transport services which
have been introduced since 1 July 1982?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The member's question is broad-ranging

and would, therefore, take considerable
manpower resources to answer fully.
Such resources are not available.
As the member will appreciate, using the
calling of tenders for grain carting from
CBH bins as an example, some dozens of
applications could be received for such
fran~chised transport. Likewise, with re-

cent proposals to operate various air ser-
vices, many applications were received.
If the member would frame his question
in a more precise manner, particularly as
to type and mode of transport service he
is interested in, I will endeavour to pro-
vide the answer.

(2) and (3) Answered by (I).

TOURISM: EXCURSIONS
Westrail

151. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) How many tourist excursions did

Westrail conduct in t983?
(2) How many paying customers were car-

ried on these excursions?
(3) What was the average number of tourists

per trip?
(4) What is the average cost per head to

Westrail to conduct these tours?
(5) Does Westrail make a profit on these

excursions?
(6) If so, how much profit on each excur-

sion?
(7) Do the various country shires assist

Westrail. in promoting these tourist ex-
cursions with financial support?

(8) Is Westrail having problems supplying
sufficient coaches for these tours?

(9) Are many of the coaches in a run-down
condition?

(10) If so, how many?
(11) What is the estimated cost of restoring

them to their original condition?
(12) Does Westrail intend to increase the

number of tourist excursions?
(13) ifnrot, why not?
Mr GRILL replied:
(I) Westrail does not conduct tourist excur-

sions. However, it hired out some 67
special passenger trains-both narrow
and standard gauge-to various organis-
ations in 1983 and it is assumed the
member is referring to these.

(2) The actual number of paying passengers
is unknown but total seating capacity of
the hired trains was 28 500.

(3) Unknown.
(4) Unknown.
(5) Yes.
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(6) Westrail's profit margin reflects its role
as a commercial operation.

(7) No.

(8) No.

(9) Some coaches are old and have a limited
life. However, all operating rolling stock
is maintained in a satisfactory and safe
condition for running.

(10) Not applicable.

(11) The estimated cost of rebuilding an aged
suburban coach is approximately
$80 000.

(12) and ( 13) The number of hired trains de-
pends on demand and Westrail will pro-
mote this business.

152 to 160. Postponed.

ROAD: ALBANY HIGHWAY

Passing Lanes

161. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

(I) With regard to the "passing lanes" to be
constructed on the Albany Highway in
the Boddington, Williams and West
Arthur Shires, when is construction
planned to be undertaken?

(2) What is the estimated cost of the works
involved?

(3) Where will the new -passing lanes" be
located?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Passing lanes between North Bannister
and Williams will be constructed during
the forthcoming summer months.
Further passing lanes will be constructed
on the section south of Williams in 1985-
86 and succeeding years.

(2) The overall estimated cost is nut avail-
able as the number and length of passing
lanes requires further investigation and
design. However, $200 000 has been
provided in the 1984-85 programme of
works for passing lanes on the North
Bannister to Williams section.

(3) Investigations to identify the most suit-
able locations are in progress.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
Review

162. Mr MENSAROS, to the Acting Premier:

(1) Has the review of Government publi-
cations been completed?

(2) If so, what are the conclusions of the
review?

(3) In any event, which of the annual reports
of Government departments or
instrumentalities have not been or are
not going to be issued, as announced
some time ago by him when he said, "till
now it was impossible to make valid
financial or cost-effective comparisons
on Government publications and some
had been found to be competing for the
same market . .. A review of all publi-
cations had been launched as part of the
Government drive for greater efficiency
and reduced spending."?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Any conclusions and comments

could be made only on completion of the
study.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MADE GOODS
Policy: Change

163. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

Adverting to his ministerial statement to
Parliament regarding the envisaged
gradual change in policy of giving
preference to Western Australian goods
and services, can he please state to what
extent these policies have indeed
changed, what are the resulting current
policies, and how are they implemented?

Mr BRYCE replied:
The Government is undertaking a review
of the costs and benefits of applying the
existing across-the- board, I0 per cent
monetary preference to Western
Australian goods. As the Opposition will
be aware, protectionist policies do not
always result in stronger industries. Dis-
cussions are being held with private sec-
tor organisations, the union movement
and major Government departments to
ascertain the real effects of the long-
standing preferential purchasing system.
Our aim is to promote viable and dy-
namic industries without creating un-
healthy dependence on Government as-
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sistance. The Government is therefore
examining the use of its purchasing
power to maximise the development of
Western Australian industry, bearing in
mind that three other States have
entered into an agreement to abandon
local preferences in respect of each
others' products. Clearly, this review is a
major task, and one which did not excite
the interest of the Opposition when in
Government.

164. Postponed.

WASTE DISPOSAL

Mindarie
165. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Has an environmental research manage-

ment programme been submitted to the
Environmental Protection Authority re-
garding the proposed rubbish tip at
Mindarie, lot [7 between Burns Beach
and Quinns Rock?

(2) If so, what area is proposed to be used as
a landfill rubbish tip?

(3) Has the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority made recommendations about the
environmental research management
programme?

(4) What is the Environmental Protection
Authority's recommendation?

(5) What is the decision of the Government
regarding the recommendation?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) An environmental review management

programme (ERMP) has been submitted
to the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority.

(2) Initially 22 ha. over the next 20 years.

(3) The Environmental Protection Authority
has not yet completed its assessment of
the ERMP.

(4) and (5) Not applicable.

LAND
Resumptions: Compensation

166. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:

In view of the Deputy Premier's recently
published opinion that landowners
subjected to resumption of their property
should receive replacement value and ad-

ditionall compensation for "the anxiety
suffered as a result of having their homes
resumed", when is the Government go-
ing to introduce legislation to this ex-
tent?

Mr McI VER replied:

The 10 per cent solatium provided for by
section 63 of the Public Works Act is
designed to compensate owners for any
disruption or "anxiety" experienced as a
consequence of the resumption of their
property. A review of the Public Works
Act will be undertaken in the near future
and this matter will be examined during
the course of that review.

WATER RESOURCES: WATER

AUTHORITY

Pensioners: Concessions

167. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

In view of the fact that a number of
pensioners, with e.g., a non-dependant
child living with them, considered them-
selves unfairly misled by the Metropoli-
tan Water Authority, is he prepared to
change the text of information
pertaining to the heading "Pensioner
Concessions" on the back of water etc.
rates and charges notices, either clearly
setting out all the conditions or,
alternatively, only asking consumers to
ring the Metropolitan Water Authority
for information about pensioners con-
cessions?

Mr TONKIN replied:

In response to the member's question I
will ask the authority to review the
present text with the view to making it
clear to customers that the pensioner
concessions are subject to certain eligi-
bility conditions and inviting them to
contact the authority for detailed infor-
mation. It is clearly not practicable to set
out all the conditions on the back of the
rates notice.

168. Postponed.
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WATER RESOURCES: WATER AUTH-
ORITY

Five-year Corporate Plan

169. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

In connection with the five-year corpor-
ate development plans pertaining to
water resources and supply, will he re-
turn to the previously prevailing custom
by publishing the Five-year plan-being
an objective, apolitical document-in the
first quarter of the year and not wait
with the publishing so that it could be
seen not to contradict the Government's
political decision about rates and
charges?

MrTONKIN replied:

The decision to publish the MWA cor-
porate development plan in July 1984
was made by the Board of the Metropoli-
tan Water Authority. My understanding
is that the Board of the Water Authority
of Western Australia has not yet decided
when it will publish the plan in future
years.

TAXES AND CHARGES

Water Authority

170. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Have the changes in rates and charges
for 1984-85 been accepted as
recommended originally by the Metro-
politan Water Authority, or has the
Government instructed the Board of the
Metropolitan Water Authority to recon-
sidter the matter and come back with new
nil or lower increase recommendations?

Mr TONKIN replied:

In accordance with section 44(6) of the
Metropolitan Water Authority Act, the
board resolved the rates to be applicable
for 1984-85 and submitted them to the
Minister for approval, together with de-
taals of underlying assumptions about the
progress of certain board initiatives and
future economic conditions. The minor
subsequent changes agreed by the board
did not involve a reduction in the rev-
enues originally proposed by the board.

PORTS AND HARBOURS
Carnarvon: Land Excision

171. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What progress has been made with

existing Lot 627 Reserve 8952 Babbage
Island, Carnarvon, from the Port Re-
serve?

(2) Will the land revert to Crown Land?
(3) Is it intended to vest the land in the

Minister for Lands and Surveys or the
Shire of Carnarvon?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Negotiations are in progress with the
Shire of Carnarvon.

(2) This question will be resolved when the
future of the lot is determined.

(3) Yes.

TRANSPORT: BUS
Greater Bunbury Region

172. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has he now had an opportunity to exam-

ine the report on the study into bus ser-
vices in the Greater Bunbury region
presented to him by the Commissioner of
Transport on 23 May 1984?

(2) If "Yes", what effect, if any, will the
adoption of the report have on existing
school bus operations in the region?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) The "Bunbury 2000" bus study report
prepared by the Commissioner of
Transport is comprehensive and, there-
fore, will take some time to fully con-
sider.

(2) Not applicable.

ENVIRONMENT
CoralI Bay

173. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Has a study been completed by the De-

partment of Conservation and Environ-
ment on the future of the Coral Bay
area?

(2) Will the recommendations from this
study form part of the Government's
proposed management of the Ningaloo
Marine Park?
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(3) Has the Government considered the
recommendations?

(4) If so, with what result?
(5) Will he make a copy of the study avail-

able to me?
Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) The Department of Conservation and

Environment has completed a draft re-
port which is presently being reviewed by
the Shire of Carnarvon and relevant
State Government departments.

(2) It is anticipated that the Environmental
Protection Authority will take into ac-
count this particular study.

(3) No.
(4) No,
(5) Yes, when the report is released.

174. Postponed

HOUSING: SH-C
Units

175. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What is the total number of accommo-

dation units owned by the State Housing
Commission in each of the following
towns-
(a) Northam;
(b) York;
(c) Beverley;
(d) Pingelly;
(e) Brookton?

(2) How many units are to be constructed in
each of these towns in the 1984-85
financial year?

(3) What is the current allocation date for
three-bedroomed houses in each of these
towns?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) (a) to (e) State Housing Commission

stock as at 30OJune 1984-
Cornrnan" cal&r

W Aboriginal Tot
Northam 305 26 331
York 40 4 44
Beverley 20 7 27
Pingelly 24 17 41
Brookton 25 7 32

414 61 475

(2) The proposed State Housing Com-
mission building programme in 1984-85

is (subject to funding and land avail-
ability)-

Northam
York
Beverley
Pingelly
Brookton

(3)

Northam
York
Beverley

Pingelly

Brookton

2 2

Commanwalth.
slai Aboriginal

September 1983 May 1983
August 1983 April 1984

No Applicants August
1983

No Applicants March
1984

No Applicants March
1984

176. Postponed.

NATURAL DISASTERS: FLOODS

Fioodpla ins: Studies
177. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) Has the department

floodplain studies for the-
(a) Bunbury;
(b) Stirling;

(2)

(3)

completed

(c) Murray River;
(d) Greenough, and
(e) Miling districts?
When were the studies commenced?
When does he expect them to be
completed?

Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) Yes;

(b) no;
(c) yes;
(d) no;
(e) no.

(2) (a) 1980;
(b) Stirling area south of the Capel

River is included as part of the
Busselton regional flood study
which was commenced in 1984;

(c) 1979;
(d) no study commenced;
(e) no study commenced.

(3) (a) Already completed;
(b) Busselton regional flood study

should be completed by the end of
1985;
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(c) already completed;

(d) no study proposed;
(e) no study proposed.

178 and 179. Postponed.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Burs wood Island: Environmental Studies

I80. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for the En-
vironment:

(1) What studies have been carried out by
his department into the suitability of the
area of land from Burswood Island to
Great Eastern Highway being used in
part as a casino/hotel complex?

(2) Of the reported 17 applicants for a ca-
sino licence in the Burswood area, how
many of the applicants' projects were
vetted by his department as being either
suitable or otherwise for the area!

(3) Would he table all papers relating to the
matters raised in (1) and (2) and indi-
cate those officers who were involved in
the assessment of applicants' projects on
environmental grounds?

(4) What individuals or community groups
have lodged objections with either the
department or the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) and (2) The Environmental Protection

Authority is currently considering no-
tices of intent prepared by Swan River
Park Ltd. and Tileska Pty. Ltd. These
include details of site conditions and
possible environmental implications of
the developments.

(3) The documents are confidential at this
time.

(4) No objections have been received but a
referral under section 56 (1) of the En-
vironmental Protection Act was received
from Hon. P. G. Pendal, MLC. This was
the only contact from "individuals or
community groups".

LAND
Swanbourne Hospital Site

181. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:

(I ) What were the options considered by the
Government for the future development

of the land located on and adjacent to
the Swanbourne Hospital?

(2) How many proposals were received by
the Government?

(3) Do any of the proposals include a college
for overseas students or for the hospital
to be used as a community science
centre?

(4) Could he state the current value of the
land and would he indicate what the
estimated cost of any proposed changes
would be?

Mr McOVER replied:

(1) to (4) This question would more appro-
priately be answered by the Minister for
Planning who has been appointed by
Cabinet to co-ordinate this particular
project.

182. Postponed.

A RTS

Russelton Arts Council

183. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Has he received a request from the
Busselton Arts Council for financial as-
sistance to complete works at the Old
Court House, Busselton?

(2) Because of the importance of this project
as a link with the State's heritage and
with regard for the work already carried
out, when can his decision be expected?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The request was received in my office on
23 July 1984.

I understand that the project has already
received some $280 000 by way of
grants-$20 000 from the Western
Australian Heritage Committee and
$259 732 from the Federal Govern-
ment's wages pause programme.

Any further funding, particularly via In-
stant Lottery funds would have to be
carefully evaluated in the light of com-
petitive requests received.

I shall make a decision on the request as
soon as all necessary information has
been gathered.
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PLANNING: MRPA
Ours wood Island

184. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Planning:
(1) What discussion has the Minister or his

officers had with the Metropolitan Re-
gion Planning Authority over proposed
Government usage of land located be-tween Great Eastern Highway and
Burswood Island?

(2) When did the discussions commence?
(3) Who was present at the discussions?
(4) How many meetings have been held and

on what dates?
(5) Has the Minister or his officers advised

the Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority of the need to have town planning
rezoning and amendments in order for
the Government to proceed with its
Burswood Island concept, arid on what
dates?

(6) Further to (5) with what response?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The Chairman of the authority has been

kept informed of departmental reports to
my office.

(2) to (6). See (l).

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: PERTH CITY
COUNCIL

Ours wood Island
185. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister representing

the Minister for Planning:
(I) What discussion has the Minister or his

officers had with the Perth City Council
over the Government's proposed usage of
land located between Great Eastern
Highway and Burswood Island?

(2) When did the discussions commence?
(3) Who was present at the discussions?
(4) How many meetings have been held and

on what date?
(5) Has the Minister or his officers advised

the Perth City Council of the need to
have town planning rezoning and amend-
ments in order for the Government to
proceed with its Burswood concept, and
on what dates?

(6) Further to (5), with what response?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (6) A number of discussions have

taken place in relation to the general

usage of the area referred to. When
plans arc further advanced the appropri-
ate formal procedures will be adopted.

PLANNING: MRPA
Burswood Island

186. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:
(1) What discussions has he or his officers

had with the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority over proposed Govern-
menit usage of land located between
Great Eastern Highway and Burswood
Island?

(2) When did the discussions commence?
(3) Who was present at the discussions?
(4) How many meetings have been held and

on what dates?
(5) Has he or his officers advised the Metro-

politan Region Planning Authority of
the need to have the town planning
rezoning and amendments in order for
the Government to proceed with its
Burswood Island concept, and on what
dates?

(6) Further to (5) with what response?
Mr McIVER replied:
(t) to (6) It is assumed the member is refer-

ring to the proposed development of a
casino and associated facilities. Neither I
nor officers of my department have had
any discussions with the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority although it is
understood that members of the Casino
Control Committee may have done so.
The overall coordination responsibility
for the casino site rests with my col-
league, the Minister for Administrative
Services.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: PERTH CITY
COUNCIL

Ours wood Island
187. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands

and Surveys:
(1) What discussions has he or his officers

had with the Perth City Council over the
Government's proposed usage of land
located between Great Eastern Highway
and Burswood Island?

(2) When did the discussions commence?
(3) Who was present at the discussions?
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(4) How many meetings have been held and
on what dates?

(5) Has he or his officers advised the Perth
City Council of the need to have town
planning rezoning and amendments in
order for the Government to proceed
with its Burswood concept, and on what
dates?

(6) Further to0(5), with what response?
Mr McIVER replied:
(1) to (6) It is assumed the member is refer-

ring to the proposed development of a
casino and associated facilities. Neither I
nor officers of my department have had
any discussions with the Perth City
Council although it is understood that
members of the Casino Control Com-
mittee may have done so. The overall
coordination responsibility for the casino
site rests with my colleague, the Minister
for Administrative Services.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Bi-s wood Island: Legislative Requirements

188. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:
(1) In order for the Government to proceed

with its Burswood casino concept, would
he advise what-
(a) legislative; and
(b) town planning amendments will be

required.
(2) Further to (1), what changes to-

(a) legislative regulations; and
(b) planning by-laws,
will be required?

(3) Further to (1) and (2), what is required
from the Government in order to obtain
approval for its Burswood proposal
from-
(a) both Houses of State Parliament;
(b) Perth City Council;
(c) Metropolitan Region Planning

Authority.
either collectively or separately, and
under what circumstances?

Mr McI VER replied:
(1) to (3) I am able to comment only in

relation to possible legislation concerni.ng
land tenure. General legislative responsi-
bility for casino development rests with
the Minister for Administrative Services
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while town planning amendments and
planning by-laws are the responsibility of
the Minister for Planning. I am not in a
position to comment on these matters.
To my knowledge, my only legislative
involvement will be if the class "A" re-
serve-Reserve No. 23251 for Rec-
reation-on Burswood Island is con-
firmed as being affected by the proposed
casino development. In the event that ex-
cision-cancellation-from the reserve is
required special or general reserves Bill
legislation will be necessary to provide
for this.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

DEFENCE: SUBMARINES
Construction

37. Mr HASSELL, to the Deputy Premier:
(1) Why is it that the Deputy Premier

announced in June that the cost of the
brochure produced in connection with
the attempt by the Government to secure
a submarine contract for this State was
$10 000 for 1 000 copies, whereas in a
written answer to a question yesterday
he said that the cost was, I think
$23 900-almost $24 000--for its pro-
duction?

(2) How does he explain the difference?
(3) What was the actual cost incurred?
Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) and (2) It is not correct or accurate for

the Leader of the Opposition to say that
I announced in June the cast of that bro-
chure was $10000. An article in the
newspaper-from memory, The Western
Mail-reportedly said that the cost of
the brochure was about $12 500.

(3) The actual cost is, in fact, $23 900, and
the actual costs, as I indicated to the
Leader of the Oppostion yesterday, are
part of a programme which includes
videotape material and a wide range of
published material.

Mr MacKinnon: I hope there is something on
the videos, not like the pamphlet.

Mr BRYCE: I thought some of the members
opposite might appreciate the actual in-
formation. I just happen to have in my
drawer the answer to that interjection
from the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition

Mr Tonkin: Brilliant anticipation.
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Mr BRYCE: Since I anticipated there would
be members opposite who lacked the in-
tellectual power of their Federal Deputy
Leader, John Howard, who read the
document and said what a navel and eye-
catching approach it was when he wrote
to me in July. I can understand some
members opposite found it difficult to
comprehend the message contained in
the graphics.

Mr Hassell: You have missed the point of the
question, which was the cost. Did you
correct the misreport at the time?

Mr BRYCE: I will not be asking for an ex-
tension of time.

Mr Hassell: You will be wasting time, as
usual.

Mr BRYCE: I will be taking as much time as
is necessary.

Mr Hassell: You are not answering the ques-
tion, which related to the cost.

Mr BRYCE: I am happy to chase any little
ferret that the Opposition wishes to re-
lease in and out of the burrow holes of
this issue and watch members opposite
do their darndest once again to knock
Western Australia. The member for
Nedlands and the member for Narrogin
have done it in recent days and we expect
the Leader of the Opposicon to do it
from disappointment in finding himself
on the Opposition benches. Let me re-
turn to the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

Mr MacKinnon: I did not ask the question.

Mr. BRYCE: He found it very difficult to
understand the graphics and the message
contained in the computer information
which was the basis of the presentation
in the document.

Therefore, I went to the trouble to take
out four pages of information containing
the wording of that brochure in the man-
ner in which, no doubt, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the Opposition would have preferred
to have seen it presented. It was in very
nice, neatly typed, conventionally
presented paragraphs and pages and
they could read it in normal fashion if
they had found the time. I shall table a
copy of it. 1 do not intend to bore the
House by going through the four pages
of the essential arguments as to why that
submarine project should be built here in
Western Australia.

Mr Hassell: Who is arguing about that? Who
has ever argued about that?

Mr BRYCE: The Leader of the Opposition's
colleague has argued about it and he has
just interjected in precisely that vein dur-
ing the course of this answer.

Mr Hassell: No, he has not. The argument
has always been about your approach to
the matter.

Mr BRYCE: With your approval, Sir, I shall
table this information for the benefit of
members opposite so that they may
make the time available to sit there and
carefully and slowly digest, in conven-
tional fashion, the summary of the basic
arguments, bearing in mind they
indicated in the media and again in this
House that they were not able to find the
facts that were contained in the docu-
ment, because it was presented, in the
words of their own Federal Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, in a "novel
and eye-catching fashion".

I shall conclude by indicating the nature
of and expenditure on the programme.
This Government has a great deal of re-
spect for the Clough Engineering Group
which is spearheading this thrust and
campaign to win the contract for the pri-
vate sector. We are working very closely
with that group in the preparation of
material and on the programme on
which, in the next 12 to I8 months, we
shall probably spend more than
$100 000. It will be a programme which
will be funded partly by the Government
and partly by Clough Engineering. I re-
mind the two members sitting opposite,
who seem absolutely set on ensuring that
the only aspect that is discussed in the
community about the endeavours of the
Government to get this programme, is a
niggardly and negative set of comments
about the cost of the brochure, that the
South Australian Government, which is
just as determined to see that the project
goes to South Australia, will be spending
more than $250 000 in the next 12
months; but I just happen to know that,
unlike the Opposition members in this
place, the Opposition in South Australia
has thrown its weight fully behind the
efforts of the South Australian Govern-
ment in its endeavour to secure that proj-
ect. I shall just wait out the days to see
when the next issue occurs when
"whingeing Willy" and his mates sitting
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next to him decide to knock Western
Australia again.

Mr Hassell: After all that drivel you still
haven't answered the question.

The paper was tabled for the information
of members.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY
"Herb Graham House"

38. Mr BURKETT, to the Minister for Housing:

Will the Minister inform the House why
State Housing Commission land in
Wanrieroo Road, Nollamara was sold to
the Australian Labor Party for the con-
struction of the Herb Graham House?

Mr WILSON replied:
The House should be aware that the
Australian Labor Party acquired the
land in question upon the approval of the
Board of the State Housing Commission.
This was after the Premier of the day,
Mr O'Connor, and his Minister for
Housing, Mr Shalders, advised the com-
mission in August 1982 that the sale
should be proceeded with.

The House should further know that in
1981 the Cabinet of the day had twice
rejected a proposal put by the then mem-
ber for Balcatta, Mr Burke, on behalf of
the Australian Labor Party. It was de-
cided to put the land in question to pub-
lic tender. A brochure was prepared
which said that only tenderers
conforming with single residential
zoning would be considered and that the
successful tenderer would be required to
enter into an agreement not to seek
rezoning until completion of the ap-
proved development.

The ALP as early as October 1981 had
indicated that the uses to which the
building would be put would be as fol-
lows-

Offices for local party records,
etc; and meeting room for 20 to 30
people and dining and social area.

Mr MacKinnon: And not a Chinese res-
taurant.

Mr WILSON: I emphasise strongly that the
ALP submitted the only tender. This
tender was accepted on 9 September
1982 in a letter from the State Housing
Commission to the ALP.

The House will notice that not only was
the complete transaction carried out
when the Liberal Party was in Govern-
ment, but also approval for the final sale
was verbally conveyed to the State Hous-
ing Commission by the Liberal Premier
and the Liberal Minister for Housing be-
fore it was approved by the Board of the
State Housing Commission.
It may be of further interest for mem-
bers to know that the letter referred to
by the Leader of the Opposition in this
matter, which he said was written by the
Premier to the City of Stirling
requesting rezoning, was written at the
request of the City of Stirling.
In fact the letter was read by the
Premier to the council's planning officer
prior to posting.
Subsequent to the receipt of that letter,
the Liberal-dominated council voted in
favour of rezoning the property on which
Herb Graham House is built.
If the Leader of the Opposition has any
argument in this matter, it is with his
former Liberal Premier, his former Lib-
eral ministerial colleague, or with his
strong supporters on the Stirling City
Council all of whom appear not to agree
with the wild assertions-

Mr Hassell: It was misrepresentation by the
Premier, evidenced by the documents.

Mr Lauranee: The Premier wrote a personal
letter to me saying that it would be used
for club purposes only.

Mr Hassell: That is right. There was never
any suggestion of a Chinese restaurant.
They have acted against the law of the
zoning of the city and you know it.

Mr Laurance: I was Minister for Housing at
the time and the now Premier wrote to
me personally and spoke to me. He said
it would be used for ALP meetings only.

Mr WILSON: If the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has any argument in this matter, it
is with his farmer Liberal Premier, his
former Liberal ministerial colleague-

Mr Laurance: That's me.
Mr WILSON: --or with his strong sup-

porters on the Stirling City Council, all of
whom appear not agree with the wild
assertions made by the Leader of the
Opposi tion-assert ions that lend
substance to the well known nicknames
"wliingeing Willy" and "negative Bill"
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that sit so comfortably with that honour-
able gentleman.

MINERALS: DIAMONDS
Diamond Trust: Prospectus

39. Mr MacKINNON, to the Acting Premier:

I note the Acting Premier's comments in
answer to the previous question and
ask-

Mr

(1)

(1) Is he aware that the prospectus for
the Argyle Diamond Trust was
printed by Printciple Pty. Ltd. of
Surrey Hills, New South Wales?

(2) If so, will the Acting Premier now
ask the corporation to give Western
Australian industry the opportunity
to carry out this type of work for the
corporation, bearing in mind that
the corporation is in fact owned by
Western Australians?

BRYCE replied:
and (2) That is an eminently reasonable
request from the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and I would be perfectly
happy to put it to the Western
Australian Development Corporation.

MINERALS: IRON ORE
Koolya nabbing and Kwinana

40. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR, to the Acting Premier:
Earlier this year there was consider-
able speculation that the Kwinana steel
plant and the Koolyanobbing iron ore
mine would be reopened. I ask: Can the
Acting Premier report to the House on
any further developments in this area?

Mr BRYCE replied:
In January when I was in China with a
Western Australian trade mission which
also included the Minister for Minerals
and Energy (Mr Parker), there were dis-
cussions on the possible reopening of
BHP's Kwinana operations and
Koolyanobbing mine. There were con-
siderable grounds for optimism then,
though it was realised that much work
had to be done before these prospects
became a reality. The next month the
Prime Minister visited China when the
issue was also discussed. On his return he
expressed confidence there could be a
favourable decision within 12 months.

During the past six months I have
been at pains not to build up false
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expectations on this issue. However, all
the indications during that time have
been that the chances of the operations
at Kwinana and Koolyanobbing being
reopened have improved.

The prospects of increased iron ore
sales to China also brightened in May
when the Chinese Minister for Metallur-
gical Industry (Mr Li Dongye) who was
visiting Perth, gave an assurance that
Western Australia would be a major
supplier of iron ore for the giant Baoshan
iron and steel complex near Shanghai
which is due to open later this year.

The latest development that BHP had
secured increased sales of steel and fin-
ished steel products to China worth
about $70 million this year give further
grounds for confidence.

This decision does not involve the re-
opening of Kwindna. But it is consist-
ent with an increase in trade with China
which could eventually see this being
achieved.

The importance of reopening Kwinana
and Koolyanobbing cannot be over-
estimated. In addition to providing
valuable export income it also has the
potential to provide about 500 new full-
time jobs. This would be a major boost to
the State's economy.

Mr Cowan: Tell us about the freight rates.

Mr BRYCE: It is also heartening to note that
BHIP expects to increase shipments of
iron ore to China, which at present
amount to about 650 000 tonnes a year,
to between 2.5 and 3 million tonnes a
year by 1986. It is expected that this ore
will be mined at the Mt. Newman oper-
ations in the Pilbara, in which BHIP has
a major interest, and be a valuable shot
in the arm to the mining operations gen-
erally in that area.

HEALTH: AIR POLLUTION

Australind

41. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

In view of recent announcements about
the high level of air pollution, the recent
report which points out the violation of
the radiation protection principles by
Laporte at Australind and the accu-
sation that the Laporte air pollution is
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causing health problems such as asthma
to Australind residents, I ask-

Is the Minister prepared to initiate
an investigation of Laporte ar.J a
survey of the residents at Australind
to detail the problems with Laporte
and to find out whether the resi-
dents of Australind are experiencing
health problems because of the pol-
lution?

Mr HODGE replied:
I refer the member to the question he put
on notice which I answered today.

TAXES AND CHARGES

Water Authority: Increases

42. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Would the Minister inform the House of
the magnitude of increases in Metropoli-
tan Water Authority water, sewerage
and drainage rates for 1984-85?

Mr Blaikie: You should also tell us what the
Busselton, Bunbury and Harvey Water
Boards' increased costs will be because
of your decision.

Mr TONKIN replied:

I will give the member for Vasse the
opportunity to ask questions later. The
answer is as follows-

Increases in MWA water, sewerage
and drainage rates for 1984-85 are
the lowest for many years.

The standard charge for residential
water has not been increased for
1984-85 which is the first time that
this has occurred since the introduc-
tion of pay-for-service/pay-for-use
in the residential sector in 1978-79.

Mr Blaikie: Country water charges have
increased.

Mr TON KIN: Further significant water
rates relief has once again been given to
the non-residential sector. Water rates
for non-residences in 1984-85 will rep-
resent an effective decrease of 4.3 per
cent in money terms or about 1 2 per cent
in real terms after allowing for inflation.
This means that together with relief
given in 1983-84, a cumulative real
terms reduction in water rates of almost
25 per cent has been achieved for these
customers over the last two years.

The price charged for water usage in
excess of allowance has been increased
by only 2.8 per cent or Ic to 37c PC,
kilolitre for the coming year.

The SPEAKER: Order! Alembers' private
conversations are dreadfully loud.

Mr MacKinnon: That is not surprising. We
have heard this answer 10 times before.

Mr TONKIN: This represents the lowest in-
crease in the price of water for at least
10 years.
Sewerage rate increases have been held
to an average 3 per cent for all customers
while drainage rates have been set so
that there is effectively no increase over
last year's charges. This too represents
the lowest effective increase in these
charges for at least 10 years.
By these results the Government has
demonstrated its absolute commitment
to keeping charges down and has also
shown its undoubted competence in
areas of financial management.

Mr Blaikie: You ought to be ashamed of what
you did to country people.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr TONKIN: Three per cent for country

people!
Mr Blaikie: What about the water boards?

You should be ashamed of yourself.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Blaikie: Rubbish!
The SPEAKER: I have not calculated how

many times I have called the House to
order, but I think it would be close to six
times. I usually get disturbed when it
reaches three times. Members, this is not
acceptable. Few people are in the gal-
lery, thank goodness, because this sort of
display does not reflect credit on the Par-
liament. When I call "Order" in the fu-
ture, I expect order to be maintained
immediately.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Burs wood Island: Floodplain

43. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Water Re-
sources:

Is the Government's proposed casino at
Burswood Island located on the Swan
River floodplain as detailed by the Pub-
lic Works Department?
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Mr Blaikie: That question would be quite
easy for the Minister to answer.

Mr TONKIN replied:
Unless I am greatly mistaken, that ques-
tion was put on notice and it has been
answered today. If I am wrong, the
answer is "No".

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION

Carine

44. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Is it a fact that adult education classes
and small business management courses
will not be conducted at Carine Techni-
cal College in third term?

(2) Will the Minister take steps to ensure
that these courses will be run at the col-
lege during third term?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) and (2) I appreciate the member's ques-
tion, particularly as she has personally
made representations on this matter to
me. It is the case that it was the intention
of the Carine Technical College to can-
cel community classes and the small
business management course which was
non-continuing-that is, which had not
had students continuing through from
first and second term as a result of the
college-by its own decision, in
overspending its part-time budget. It is a
very difficult area, because if the
Government were to get into regularly
providing more money to colleges which
overspend the allocation with which they
are provided to set up these classes-that
college has now incurred a deficit of
approximately $k0 000 in this year
alone-we would not be able to exercise
any control on their expenditure. How-
ever. I have given close consideration to
the member's representations to me on
this matter, allied to the representations
which came from the member for
Whitford, and I have been able to organ-
ise additional advances for the college to
ensure that a programme of community
courses and. the small business manage-
ment course can continue for third term
this year.

GAMBLING: TWO-UP
Kalgoorlie

45. Mr COYNE, to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Does the Minister recognise that the

present situation in respect of legalised
two-up gaming in Kalgoorlie has a dis-
criminatory effect on other mining com-
munities?

(2) Would not the Minister agree that the
Liquor and Gaming Squad's crackdown
in Leonora on Saturday night was harsh
treatment of an arrangement that has
been allowed to exist without inter-
ference for many years?

Mr MacKinnon: Hear, hear!
Mr COYNE: To continue-

(3) Does he not think that if there was
some underlying reason that this
traditional form of adding atmos-
phere to the periodic race meeting
had suddenly become objectionable,
a simple warning could have been
conveyed to the local officer-in-
charge?

(4) Does the Minister agree that the
weekend's event highlights the in-
justice of the law which permits
people to play professionally
organised two-up in Kalgoorlie, but
forbids them to play a friendly game
in Leonora?

(5) Will the Minister discuss with the
commissioner the merits and de-
merits of withdrawing all charges
against the so-called miscreants
involved in the Leonora "two-up
bust" as a gesture of forbearance? I
am sure that my constituents have
got the message.

Mr CARR replied:
(1) to (5) I thank the member for notice of

this question. There are, of course, some
restrictions on how much I can say in
answer to the question because, firstly, in
part, the member's question seeks
opinions, and secondly, the subject mat-
ter of the question is before the courts,
and therefore is sub judie. However, I
want to make some points in answer to
the question.

Mr MacKinnon: Giving opinions does not
seem to be a problem for you in your
other questions.

Mr CARR: The Government expects the
police to enforce the gambling laws and
to take action where they become aware
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of possible breaches of the law. I am
aware of, and I understand the concern
of people in places other than Kalgoorlie
who wish to play two-up.

The Government restructured the
gaming study group about a month ago
and included in its terms of reference a
specific suggestion that sporting clubs be
given permits for gambling functions; in
particular, reference was made to the
position of country race clubs. There has
been a favourable response to the sugges-
tion of a form of function permits for
gambling to be issued to sporting clubs.
The successful experience in Kalgoorlie
where the system is working well and has
proved to be a tourist attraction encour-
ages the Government to look towards the
possibility of a formal, legalised form of
gambling in other places.
I have had discussions with the Com-
missioner of Police about this matter in
general terms but I did not raise with
him the question of withdrawal of
charges. As Minister for Police and
Emergency Services I do not see it as my
place to withdraw charges or ask that
they be withdrawn. That point should be
taken further: Individual police officers
are autonomous in the execution of their
duty and they have the responsibility to
charge or not as they deem appropriate.
In that sense there would be considerable
restrictions on the commissioner's ability
to ask individual police officers to with-
draw charges.

TOBACCO (PROMOTION AND SALE TO
YOUNG PERSONS) BILL

Introduction
46. Mrs BEGGS, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Minister seen the Daily News
report which indicates that a member of
the Legislative Council, I-In. Peter
Wells, will introduce a private member's
Bill seeking to increase penalties for
those supplying tobacco products to
minors?

(2) Is this consistent with the Government's
strategy to reduce the incidence of smok-
ing-related diseases in the community?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) and (2) 1 have read the report to which
the member refers. The Government

would applaud any genuine move which
would reduce the burden smoking inflicts
on the community through premature
death and illness. The main thrust of the
Government's campaign is to reduce the
incidence of smoking among children.

I question the sincerity of Mr Wells in
seeking to introduce this legislation, par-
ticularly in view of the fact that he voted
against the Government's legislation in
the Legislative Council last year.

Mr Clarko: It sought to lower the age at
which children could smoke.

Mr HODGE: In March this year Mr Wells
wrote a very interesting letter to retailers
throughout the State telling them he was
very keen to continue to ight for less
Government regulation and red tape in
the marketplace.

Mr Wilson: Was that when he was a shadow
Minister?

Mr HODGE: No, I do not think so. He is one
of the few who has not been appointed
shadow Minister for Health. I am up to
number three.

He wrote to all retailers indicating he
would continue to fight for less Govern-
ment regulation and red tape, but
pointed out that unless they obeyed the
present law the Government might take
some action. Apparently he has
succumbed to the fight and he is
introducing this additional red tape him-
self. He is seeking to introduce penalties
of up to $2 000 for anyone supplying
cigarettes to children and at the same
time he will not match that action with
any restriction on advertising.

It seems hypocritical that anyone should
seek to make it more difficult for chil-
dren to get cigarettes and impose very
severe penalties on people supplying
cigarettes to children, while at the same
time allowing those children to continue
to be bombarded with advertising and
Promotional activities encouraging them
to purchase cigarettes. It seems illogical
to me.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Tonkin: Brainwashing the kids!

Mr HODGE: I have not seen Mr Wells' legis-
lation but I have read the newspaper re-
ports. I will reserve final judgment until
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I have read it, but judging by the news-
paper reports it seems to be a
hypocritical exercise.

MOTOR VEHICLES: LICENCES
Concessions

47. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

With regard to the recommendation
made to the Traffic Board that all
concessional vehicle licences be with-
drawn, I ask-
(i) Who made the recommendation?
(2) When is the Traffic Board expected

to make its decision on this matter?
(3) If the Traffic Board recommends

that concessional vehicle licences be
withdrawn, will he confirm that sec-
tion 19 of the Road Traffic Act
would require amendment before
that decision could be
implemented?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) to (3) The recommendation to the

Traffic Board is not that concessional
licences be withdrawn. The board has a
report as a result of the review of these
licences. I have not seen the detailed con-
tent of the report, but I understand that
in general terms it makes some
recommendations for changes with re-
gard to concessional licences.

Mr Peter Jones: Who did the review?

Mr CARR: I will come to that. The story
goes back to the time when the Leader of
the Opposition was Minister for Police
and Traffic. He instituted a review
within the Police Department in relation
to concessional licences. That was con-
sidered briefly by the Traffic Board
about the time of the change of Govern-
ment, and since then it has been within
the Police Department for examination
in more detail of the pros and cons of the
whole question of concessional licences.
That report has now come to the Traffic
Board and the individual members of the
board are considering it and will consider
it further at their next meeting due
towards the end of this month.

The member's last question was hypo-
thetical. It is not for me to anticipate

what the Government's action might be
should such a recommendation be made.
I am not in a positioii to answer off-the-
cuff the question about which part of the
Act might be amended.

FOREIGN INVESTMENT
Brazil

48. Mr READ, to the Acting Premier:
(I) Did he see the report in The West

Australian of Thursday, 5 July in which
the Opposition spokespeople, Mr Peter
Jones and Mr Richard Court, are
reported as saying international investors
are looking beyond Australia to invest in
other countries such as Brazil?

(2) What are the implications of such
suggestions for the effectiveness of
Government policy?

Mr
(1)

BRYCE replied:
and (2) I certainly was concerned when I
read the report to which the member re-
ferred. it is very unfortunate that elected
representatives of this State can be
perceived to be white anting the efforts
of the Federal and State Governments to
achieve the economic recovery so greatly
sought by so many people across the
nation.
This is an appropriate opportunity to
point out to the member for Nedlands
and-I1 am surprised it is necessary to do
so in the case of his colleague, a former
Minister-the member for Narrogin
that their statements on return from
overseas, or their comments when over-
seas, have a very debilitating effect on
our reputation. It is high time they
thought about that before succumbing to
the temptation to have a gig simply for
political purposes.
In case those members have forgotten
what they said in their Press statement,
let me remind the House of the sort of
credence those members gave to
uncertainties which may exist in the
minds of certain people in other Parts Of
the world by their repetition, not in pri-
vate, terms here, but in a Press statement
designed to be publicly circulated.
The former Minister knows full well that
the economic intelligence system
employed by the potential investors in
other parts of the world is perfectly
capable of-and, in all probability
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does-picking up those sorts of com-
ments. I remind him that he has done
Western Australia a disservice. Whether
he had done so consciously or
unconsciously, the effect could well be to
torpedo the Western Australian econ-
omy.
I draw to the attention of the Chamber
an example of the loyalty to Western
Australia of the member for Nedlands
and the member for Narrogin. After
their return from a six-week
trip-allegedly to discover the attitudes
of people overseas to investment in West-
ern Australia-they issued a statement.
I draw to the attention of members some
of the scintillating conclusions in that
statement. It states-

International companies are now
bypassing Australia and investing
their money in developing countries
such as Brazil. A lot of those big
investors are right on our doorstep
but they choose to go to more at-
tractive places like Brazil.

The members are saying that Brazil is
more attractive than Western Australia.
The statement continues-

There is still a lingering suspi cion
about the Government continually
changing its policy towards inter-
national investment.

Former conservatives in this place helped
to peddle a bad reputation overseas for
Australia in relation to industrial re-
lations. They did that repeatedly until
key and important investment groups in
South-East Asia began to parrot that
back to us and use it against us.

Another argument that is used around
the table when discussing overseas in-
vestment is the consistency of Govern-
ment guidelines. Two Opposition mem-
bers have been making public statements
alleging uncertainty in Government pol-
icy relating to investment. There has
never been any uncertainty in relation to
investment. Because they made that
statment, they helped to give credence to
the view which is held in other parts of
the world. That has a direct impact upon
investment in this community.

The statement went on to say-and this
was not an off-the-cuff comment, it was
a deliberately prepared Press
statement-

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask the Act-
ing Premier to conclude his answer.

Mr BRYCE: I am happy to oblige, Mr Depu-
ty Speaker. The quintessence of what
they had to say involved a quote by the
member for Narrogin. I notice that, like
the Leader of the Opposition, he has
again fled for cover. He concluded by
saying that some international investors
were uncertain of the Western
Australian Government's attitude
towards international investment in this
State Does it want investment here or
not? There has never been any question
in anybody's mind about the degree to
which overseas investment is welcomed
in this State. However, members such as
the member for Nedlands and the mem-
ber for Narrogin have given credence to
a suspicion that there is serious doubt in
the mind of the Government. That can
have a destabilising effect and affect the
psyche of investors in this community.
That is a very serious matter. I hope that
somebody with the experience of the pre-
vious Minister, if not with the experience
of the apprentice from Nedlands, will
understand that if these Sorts Of COM-
ments continue, they can have a
seriously impairing effect on this State's
economic recovery.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY

"Herb Graham Mouse"

49. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:

As requested yesterday, will the Minister
table the papers relating to the sale of
State Housing Commission land in
Balga to the Australian Labor Party?
The Minister gave selected extracts from
those papers this afternoon.

Mr WILSON replied:

In the first place I did not read from any
papers referred to by the member.

Mr Williams: Will you table the papers?

Mr WILSON: In the second place, I am
enjoying this. In line with the clearly es-
tablished practice of previous Govern-
ments, we do not intend to table papers
from departmental iles. If the member
is serious about his question-and I very
much doubt that he is-he has been set
up.

111)
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Mr MacKinnon: The Minister for Education
has told us all day bow difficult you are.

Mr WILSON: Let me put it this way.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members
..woilldbbeuawarerbhAt iltvwasra previous
Spedker's. practice to],retdde interjec-
(ions entirely during question time.
While I -disagreed with that decision at

-the time- and vowed that, if I was ever
jd1acidin the-po~ition,'-wofd not d,1the
same thing, I am sorely tempted to give
it serious consideration in view of the
number of interjections being made,
which are now being made mainly by the
Opposition. Members know that I am
not opposed to interjections. However, I
am opposed to their making them in the
highly disorderly way that they have
been made this evening. I hope members
will give consideration to that and not
force me into a position of deciding that
there will be no more interjections.

Mr WILSON: I query the intention of the
questioner. It must be open to question
because I invited the Leader of the Op-
position, in response to his question yes-
terday, to put it on notice. He failed to
do so.

Therefore, I cannot believe that he is
intent on pursuing the matter. The mem-
ber for Clontarf has stood up in his
stead,' or -has -been, prompted by' some-

Lb6dy or'bther to :do~so,:add -pbt~this
rather hollow question.

Mr Clarko: What is the difference?

Mr WILSON: There is a whole lot of differ-
ence. Why did he not follow it up if he
was serious?

Mr Clarko: What is the answer?

Mr WILSON: I have given the answer. It
was not the practice of previous Govern-
ments, nor is it the practice of this
Government, to table papers from de-
partmental iles. That is a long-estab-
lished practice which the Opposition
supported when in Government. There-
fore, it is very strange that it should now
request this Government to adopt a prac-
tice that it was not prepared to adopt. It
is very dishonest for it to pretend that

that practice should not continue. It is a
long-established practice and a practice
we intend to follow.
However, if the Leader of the Opposition
is serious in wishing to pursue the mat-
ter, I am quite willing to allow him to
come to my office to examine the files in
.confidence. and iunder the normal ar-
rangements that have always been made
in those situations. That avenue is open
to him.

GOVERNMENT BOARDS AND
COMMITTEES

National Country Party Members
50. Mr JIAMIESON, to the Acting Premier:

(1) Is the Acting Premier now able to supply
the information sought by the member
for Moore yesterday by way of interjec-
tion during question time as to where
"all- the Country Party blokes" were on
boards and committees?

(2) Can he outline which
appointed these persons?

Mr BRYCE replied:

Government

(1) and (2) Yes. I am pleased to enlighten
the members for Welshpool and Moore.
I notice the member for Moore is absent,
but I am certain his colleagues will pass
the information to him. His coalition
friends played an appropriate part in the
'lobs-for-boys" syndrome.
A few of the Country Party luminaries
-who' found.ztheirnwoy~on to. theGovern-
meht boards and-committees were-

Mr R. C. Russell-Member for
Esperance- Eastern Goldfields, Re-
gional Development Committee,
member Agricultural Protection
Board, NCP candidate, South Prov-
ince 1980.
Mr D. J. Milne-Member Veterin-
ary Preparations and Animal Feeds
Stuff Advisory Committee. Candi-
date National Alliance South-East
Metropolitan Province]l974.
Mr D. D. Reid-Member for
South-West Regional Development
Committee. CP member for
Blackwood 1971.
Mr A. W. Llewellyn-Deputy
member, Holiday Resort Advisory
Committee. National Alliance Can-
didate Avon 1974.
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The fact that they have changed the
name over the years does not alter the
fact that these people were selected be-
cause it was thought they could do a

good job; and that is the reason this
Government has selected the people it
has to serve on those same boards and
committees today.

323


